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GENESIS 18 

 

 

 

 

 Please turn in your Bibles this evening to Genesis chapter 18 as we continue our study 

through the Word of God. 

 As we saw back in Genesis chapter 17, God reaffirmed the covenant that He made with 

Abraham, that through his seed they would fill the land of Canaan.  

 In Genesis 17:21 we are told, “But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 

Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.” 

 Thus, as we move into Genesis chapter 18 tonight Sarah is not pregnant yet, so the events 

that transpire here in Genesis chapter 18 could not have taken place more than a few months 

after the events in Genesis chapter 17.  

 Also, keep in mind that Abraham is 99 years old, and Sarah is 89 years old, and she has 

been barren all her life.  

 Not only that, and this is obvious, the Scriptures tell us that they were beyond the age of 

childbearing.  

 We are also going to see a pre-Incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ, with two angels in 

this chapter and we are not only going to see the faith of Sarah tested, but also the faith of 

Abraham as he will intercede for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah! 

 With that as our background, let’s begin reading in Genesis chapter 18, starting in verse 1 

and see what the Lord has for us as we study His Word. 
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GENESIS 18 

 

VERSES 1-5 

 Here we see an appearance of the pre-Incarnate Christ, a Christophany or an Old 

Testament appearance of Jesus Christ before His incarnation and birth in Bethlehem.   

 Now, how do we know this is Jesus and not God the Father?   

 As you will see, I believe the Scriptures give to us a hint of who this is and who this isn’t.  

Let me explain. 

 In John 1:18 John tells us “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, 

who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”   

 In other words, no one has seen God the Father, but they have seen God the Son!  

 Then what about when John was taken up into heaven and in Revelation 4:2-3 we are 

told, “Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 

the throne. And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and 

there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.” 

 As we have seen in our study in the book of Revelation, the One sitting on the throne is 

God the Father and the reason I can say that with such certainty is that in Revelation chapter 5 

we see God the Son mentioned and He is taking the scroll out of the Father’s hand.  

 Thus, didn’t John see God the Father?  

 Yes and no!   

 You see, as John saw God the Father seated on the throne, he did not see His appearance 

but the light that emanated from Him!  
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 Also, in I Timothy 6:13-16 we are told, “I urge you in the sight of God who gives life 

to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius 

Pilate, that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus 

Christ’s appearing, which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only 

Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in 

unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting 

power. Amen.”   

 Thus, as we look at this, when we see God appear in human form in the Old Testament, 

since no man has seen God the Father, it must be God the Son, the second person of the Holy 

Trinity before His incarnation and birth in Bethlehem!  

 Now He is not alone here. Along with God the Son are two angels and as Abraham sees 

them, he bows before them, but he worships the Lord.  

 That may not seem like a big deal, but it is. You see, God alone deserves our worship and 

thus, this must be God who appeared before Abraham.  

 I do realize that people worship all kinds of things, even angels, but we are not to do that.  

 Remember when the angel was telling John what would take place in the Tribulation 

Period and in Revelation 19:10 we are told, “And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said 

to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who 

have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.’”  

 You see, it is a big deal! And we see this repeated twice for us, so we don’t miss the 

point.   
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 In Revelation 22:8-9 we are told, “Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when 

I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these 

things.  Then he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and 

of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship 

God.’”   

 Thus, Abraham is not worshiping the two angels and Jesus but the Lord alone and that is 

important for us to understand. Also, keep in mind that these angels and Jesus are appearing in 

human form. 

 Also, did you notice when the Lord came to Abraham?   

 It was “in the heat of the day” or what we might call hard times, a fiery trial, things are 

heating up!  

 Now let me say this. As Abraham is sitting under the oaks of Mamre, by the doorway of 

his tent, here come these travelers. And in Abraham’s mind, they must be weary, they must be 

thirsty after all their travels through the desert where temperatures can reach 120 degrees, and 

there is very little shade, which does not help much with those temperatures! 

 That is what he is responding to as he sees them. 

 Now, what about these hard times, these fiery trials we encounter, how does this apply to 

us? 

 Remember when the King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar threw Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abed-Nego into the fiery furnace for not bowing down to the image.   

 And the King was so mad that he heated up the furnace seven times more than normal, 

more than it was usually heated. And all three were thrown into this fiery furnace! 
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 And in Daniel 3:24-25 we are told what the King saw, “Then King Nebuchadnezzar 

was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his counselors, ‘Did we not cast 

three men bound into the midst of the fire?’ They answered and said to the king, ‘True, O 

king.’ ‘Look!’ he answered, ‘I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they 

are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.’”  

 That is our Lord, He is always with us, even in the heat of the day, even when things are 

heating up in our life. May we not forget that!  

 That should bring us great comfort and hope that no matter what we are going through, 

our Lord is with us! 

 One last point before we move on and that is in regard to the hospitality that Abraham 

offered these travelers.  

 He was willing to wash their feet, allow them to rest, and to feed them.   

 That is the fruit that is born out of a relationship with God, hospitality.  

 Paul, in Romans 12:13 tells us, “distributing to the needs of the saints, given to 

hospitality.”  

 Now, on the opposite end of the spectrum are the people of Sodom who mistreated 

travelers who came into their city. They were only interested in satisfying their own desires and 

they were not hospitable to others while Abraham served his guests. 

 And we will see how that all plays out next time in our study, how the guests of Lot, 

these two angels are treated there in Sodom. And it is not good, not even close! 
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VERSES 6-8 

 Once again notice the hospitality Abraham showed to these travelers.  

 As Sarah finishes preparing the food and Abraham brings it to the Lord and these two 

angels, he stands and serves them while they eat.   

 What a servant’s heart he had.   

 Now some may argue that he was serving the Lord, and that is true, but folks, in whatever 

you are doing, in whatever ministry you are serving in, you really are not serving man, you are 

not serving me, you are serving the Lord. And yes, others are blessed by it, but you serve the 

Lord.  

 You doubt that?  

 That is what Paul said in Colossians 3:23-24, “knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. But he who does 

wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.”   

 When you approach ministry like that you will do it heartily, you will not give up 

because you are serving the Lord! 

 Ray Stedman shares this story that puts things into perspective for us and maybe even 

awakens us to take a good look at what we are doing or not doing.  

 He wrote,  

 Someone has well said, “Your reputation is what you do when everyone is looking, 

while your character is what you do when no one sees.” 

 These tests come to us every day. When the need for help arises, what do you do about it? 

 Do you run and hide, or run to meet it, as Abraham did here? 
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 I heard of a Christian who was speaking at a men’s meeting some time ago about the 

growing spirit of callous indifference in the world today, and he illustrated it by telling how he 

and a friend just a few days before had been walking through the busy streets of one of our cities 

and they saw a drunk lying in the street, half on the sidewalk.  

 They noted how everybody was stepping over him and going on their way, paying no 

attention to the prostrate form.  

 He said he was appalled at the indifference of people as they walked by. “And you 

know,” he said, “when we came back from lunch he was still there!” 

- https://bit.ly/3obV5NY 

 

 Did you hear that? He told the crowd that “when we came back from lunch he was still 

there!” 

 And in his mind he is thinking how callous people are, they did not even help this poor 

man.  

 What is the problem with that? 

 The problem is this, “when we came back from lunch he was still there!” 

 Instead of helping this man, he was more than willing to criticize others for not helping 

out, but he did not help out either!  

 I am always amazed how people criticize ministries and yet, they are doing nothing. I 

think their ministry is criticism! That is not a ministry. If there is a problem, if there is a need, 

step forward and help out!  
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 To put this into perspective for us, listen carefully. We are told,  

 One night a cobbler dreamed that the next day Jesus was coming to visit him. The dream 

seemed so real that he got up very early the next morning and hurried to the woods, where he 

gathered green boughs to decorate his shop for the arrival of so great a Guest.  

 He waited all morning, but, to his disappointment, his shop remained quiet, except for an 

old man who limped up to the door asking to come in for a few minutes of warmth.  

 While the man was resting, the cobbler noticed that the old fellow’s shoes were worn 

through. Touched, the cobbler took a new pair from his shelves and saw to it that the stranger 

was wearing them as he went on his way.  

 Throughout the afternoon the cobbler waited, but his only visitor was an elderly woman. 

 He had seen her struggling under a heavy load of firewood, and he invited her, too, into 

his shop to eat; he saw to it that she had a nourishing meal before she went on her way.  

 As night began to fall, the cobbler heard a child crying outside his door. The child was 

lost and afraid. The cobbler went out, soothed the youngster’s tears and, with the little hand in 

his, took the child home.  

 When he returned, the cobbler was sad. He believed the Lord hadn’t kept His word to 

come and visit him that day. In his anguish, the cobbler cried out, “Why is it, Lord, that Your 

feet delay? Have you forgotten that this was the day?”  

 Then, soft in the silence a voice he heard: “Lift up your heart for I kept my word. Three 

times I came to your friendly door; three times my shadow was on your floor. I was the man 

with the bruised feet; I was the woman you gave to eat; I was the child on the homeless 

street.” 

-  Source Unknown 
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 You see, in all we do, we are serving the Lord! Never forget that! 

 

VERSES 9-10 

 Why did the Lord repeat this same promise to them in such a short period of time, within 

three months at the most since He spoke to them back in Genesis chapter 17? And more than 

likely this occurred within a few weeks. 

 I believe God did this to encourage them, to remind them, to help them to trust in Him.  

 Paul said in Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 

of God.”  

 Thus, as they hear God’s Word, God’s promises to them, their faith will grow as they 

apply and believe what God has said to them and the same is true for us!  

 How about you? Do you need to be reminded of the promises that God has made to you? 

If you are anything like me, you need to be reminded! 

 Why is that? 

  Because it is easy for us to forget, to become discouraged at the way things are going, 

from a human perspective.   

 Thus, Peter tells us in II Peter 1:10-14, “Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to 

make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so 

an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these 

things, though you know and are established in the present truth. Yes, I think it is right, as 

long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off 

my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.”   
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 Peter is telling them and us that he will keep reminding them of the things of God, even 

though they know them, until he has no more breath in him.  

 For the most part, that is what I am doing for you, reminding you of the promises of God 

to encourage you, to lift you up, to help you to walk by faith as God speaks to you by His Spirit 

through His Word! 

 This is our third time through the Bible, plus the many in-depth studies we have done 

over the last twenty-seven years and thus, this is not new, they are reminders to us of how we are 

to live out our faith, to encourage us, to get us back on track if we have gone astray and so on. 

 Also note that Sarah is not eating with them but is in the tent and she can hear the 

conversation that is taking place.   

 You see, the Lord did not come just for Abraham, but also for Sarah so she too would 

hear the promise of having a son and see her faith grow.  

 We see this information given to her by the Lord in verse 10, where we are told, “And 

He said, ‘I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your 

wife shall have a son.’ [Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.]”  

 Remember what the Lord told Abraham back in Genesis 17:21, “But My covenant I will 

establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.”  

 God set a time for Sarah to conceive and then bring forth a son and the time frame now is 

less than a year away until Isaac is born!   

 Now that sounds like great news, the promise God made is coming to pass, but how did 

Sarah respond to this news?   

 Let’s look at the next few verses and see. 
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VERSES 11-12 

 In Sarah’s mind she is thinking, “How in the world is this going to happen? We both are 

very old, and I am not able to have children, I have gone through menopause!”  

 Isn’t it interesting that something she wanted all her life and now God said it is about to 

happen, and she can’t believe it and begins to laugh in her heart!  

 She can’t believe it because in her mind it is beyond human ability and yet, with God all 

things are possible!  

 As we will read in Genesis 18:14, “Is anything too hard for the LORD? . . .”  

 And the answer is – NO! 

 Let me give you a few Scriptures to show you what I mean. 

 First of all, in Job 42:2 we see Job say to the LORD, “I know that You can do 

everything, And that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.” 

 Absolutely and it took Job a little time to come to that conclusion as he was in the midst 

of a fiery trial for some time. But the Lord spoke to Job and got him refocused, as we see with 

those words. 

 I like what Jeremiah said in Jeremiah chapter 32, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have 

made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is 

nothing too hard for You.  . . . Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything 

too hard for Me?” Jeremiah 32:17, 27. 

 Of course not! He is God! 

 We see the angel Gabriel tell Mary, “For with God nothing will be impossible.” Luke 

1:37. 
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 When we see no way out, when we see a situation as impossible, we get discouraged, 

down, we lose hope. And the reason for that is we have taken God out of the picture. We need to 

put Him back in because with God, all things are possible! 

 And lastly, and there are more, many more, but Paul tells us in Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now 

to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 

to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 Lord, help me to have that perspective and trust in you no matter how difficult and 

impossible the situations may seem.  

 What is interesting about Sarah, her unbelief here will change to belief. How do I know 

that? 

 Because, according to Hebrews 11:11, that great hall of faith chapter, we are told, “By 

faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she 

was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.”   

 Yes, at this point she doesn’t believe but there is a point where she trusts in the promises 

of God, she believed that God is faithful and what He has promised to her He is more than able 

to bring to pass. 

 Now it is easy to come down upon the people of the Bible and their lack of faith, but the 

reality is, God is showing us where we are at, not to condemn us but to cause us to trust in Him, 

to stretch our faith.  

 Has God spoken to you about something and now, as it is about to come to pass are you 

doubting what God has said? Are you laughing in your heart, “How can God do this? I can’t do 

that!”  
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 If you are, God wants you to trust in Him and turn that laughter of unbelief into laughter 

of joy because you believe that what God has promised He is more than able to bring to pass! 

 How can I be so sure that this laughter of Sarah is a laughter of unbelief and not a 

laughter of joy? 

 Because the Lord is going to call her on it, and we will see that as we read on.  

 

VERSES 13-15 

 Now this is interesting to me. The LORD knew that Sarah laughed but remember what 

we read, “Therefore Sarah laughed within herself . . .” Genesis 18:12. 

 So if Sarah laughed in her heart, not out loud, how did God hear her laugh?   

 This is obvious, and you know the answer. He is God and as Paul tells us in Hebrews 

4:13, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to 

the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”   

 Nothing is hidden from God; He not only knows our actions but also the thoughts and 

intents of our hearts. He knows us better than we know ourselves and thus, He is working in us, 

knowing what we need to help us to grow!   

 The thing for us, many times, is that we don’t realize that God hears us even when we are 

silent. If we did, our thoughts and our words would be far different. I think we need to keep that 

in mind with the things that we say and even what we are thinking in our hearts. 

 Also, in Psalm 33:13-15 we are told, “The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the 

sons of men. From the place of His dwelling He looks On all the inhabitants of the earth; 

He fashions their hearts individually; He considers all their works.”   

 In other words, there is nothing hidden from the Lord!  
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 And like I have said, we not only need to understand that but apply it to our lives. You 

see, in knowing that truth, that God knows all, it should cause us to live differently! 

 Now, with the action of Sarah, her laughter of unbelief even though God has made this 

promise to her, you might think God would say, “That is it! You rejected My promises to you, 

you laugh at what I have said, I will find someone else who will appreciate My promises. 

Adios!” 

 But the Lord does not say that. He exposes Sarah’s sin of unbelief even though she tries 

to deny it. He does not take away the promises He made to them.  

 The Lord is so good, He is so kind to us, as Paul tells us in II Timothy 2:13, “If we are 

faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.”  

 And in The Amplified Bible this verse is stated like this, “If we are faithless [do not 

believe and are untrue to Him], He remains true (faithful to His Word and His righteous 

character), for He cannot deny Himself.”   

 God will deal with our sin of unbelief to bring us to that place where we believe. But 

remember that His promises to us will not fail even though we might! 

 And I love verse 14 where the Lord says, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  

 Of course it is a rhetorical question, there is nothing too hard for the Lord as long as it 

lines up with His holiness, His righteousness.  

 And here God is saying that at the set time Sarah will have a son and her laughter of 

unbelief will be turned to laughter that is filled with joy as Isaac is born! 
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VERSES 16-19 

 Here we see Abraham escort his guests, these angels, out of the area. In a sense we do 

that today as we escort our guests to the door as they leave. That is what Abraham was doing 

here. 

 Now, in Genesis 18:17 we see the Lord say to these angels, “. . . ‘Shall I hide from 

Abraham what I am doing?’”  

 You read that and it almost sounds like God is unsure of Himself, of what He is going to 

do, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?”  

 Folks, God knows exactly what He will do, and this sentence is in the form of a question 

with an affirmative response. It is a rhetorical question; of course God is going to tell Abraham 

what He is going to do!   

 We see this in Matthew 7:16 where Jesus says, “You will know them by their fruits. Do 

men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?”  

 Obviously we do not gather grapes from thornbushes nor do we get figs from thistles, it is 

a rhetorical question, just as we see here in Genesis! 

 In the Septuagint translation or the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, this is 

how these Jewish scholars translated this verse, “I shall not conceal from Abraham My son.” 

They understood what the Lord was saying and yet, liberal teachers and those who want to 

discredit the Bible make a big deal about this, but it is not.  

  Remember what Amos 3:7 says, “Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He 

reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.”  
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 Now, as God spoke to Abraham, His friend, He speaks to us today for Jesus tells us in 

John 15:14-15, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. No longer do I call 

you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.”  

 And I guess the point for us is not, “Is God speaking to us?” but it truly is, “Are we 

listening to God who is speaking to us?”   

 May our ears be open and our hearts sensitive to His voice! 

 Also, God states once again that Abraham will become a great nation and that the nations 

of the world will be blessed through him.  

 How is that going to happen?   

 Yes, they have given to us the Word of God but even more important than that, through 

the seed of Abraham the Messiah, the Savior of the world, Jesus would and has come!  

 It is as Paul tells us in Galatians 3:16, “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the 

promises made. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your 

Seed,’ who is Christ.”  

 And the last point is that through what God is going to do it will be an object lesson for 

Abraham and his descendants to walk in the ways of God because outside the Lord there is only 

death and destruction! 

 Ray Stedman summed this up for us like this. He wrote,  

 God says, “I won’t keep this from Abraham for two reasons: first, because he has been 

given by grace a favored position in my sight. He is the man whom I have called out to become 

great. Through him all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.  
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 And second, I have chosen him in order that he might charge his household to keep the 

way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice. I came into his life to show him how to do 

this, and because he has been taught by grace how to walk before God, this is the man to 

whom I want to tell my secrets.” 

 Do you see the parallel of the Christian today? Every believer in Jesus Christ stands in 

exactly the same relationship with God. We have been given, by grace (not on our own merits), a 

favored position before God. We have been called into the family of God and made sons of the 

living God by faith in Jesus Christ. Furthermore, we are being taught by grace how to walk 

righteously before him, and, as we learn that lesson, we become the people to whom God tells 

his secrets. 

 It is not enough to have the favored position. I think many Christians believe that because 

they have accepted Jesus Christ, all God has is now open to them. But there must be the walk, 

the daily appropriation of what he is, so that we learn to walk in righteousness.  

- https://bit.ly/3PAR81x 

 

 I have said this so many times before, but it is not just the correct information that we 

need. We must take that correct information, the Word of God opened up to us by the Spirit of 

God and then apply it to our lives!  

 Paul made that point in Galatians 5:16, “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall 

not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” 

 Paul’s point is simple. Are you going to take what you know and walk accordingly? Or 

are you going to take what you know and then walk contrary to what God has told you? 
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 It is up to you. It is a choice you have to make. But understand that the flesh is warring 

against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh, there is a battle going on and whoever you 

surrender yourself to, that is what will be manifested in your life! 

 

VERSES 20-21 

 God states that He has heard that the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was great, overflowing 

and He is going to go down there to see if this is really true!  

 Now wait a minute, I thought that God was omniscient, that He knows all things?  

 If that were true, why did He have to go down to Sodom and Gomorrah to check it out?  

 First of all, God is omniscient, He knows all things before they even happen.  

 Secondly, He is going down there to show them that His judgment is fair, He checked it 

out and their sin is that bad and thus, His judgment is fair, it is righteous. He did not do this for 

Himself, but to show the people!  

 It is as Moses said in Deuteronomy 32:3-4, “For I proclaim the name of the LORD: 

Ascribe greatness to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are 

justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.”   

 And The Amplified Bible puts these verses like this, “For I will proclaim the name 

[and presence] of the Lord. Concede and ascribe greatness to our God.  He is the Rock, His 

work is perfect, for all His ways are law and justice. A God of faithfulness without breach 

or deviation, just and right is He.”  

 And I am so glad that He is righteous, that His judgment is fair and not only that, but the 

grace that He extends to all of us through Jesus Christ. If that grace was not extended, we all 

would be doomed! 
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VERSES 22-26 

 We see here that these two angels head towards Sodom, but the Lord stayed back with 

Abraham.  

 And when they are alone Abraham asks the Lord a very important question: “Would God 

destroy the righteous with the wicked?” 

  Now before we get to that I want you to notice that Abraham “came near” the Lord. The 

Hebrew word is NAGASH, (naw-gash’) and it can mean an intimate relationship.   

 Folks, that is what the Lord desires of us, that intimate relationship with Him and as we 

draw close to Him, He will draw close to us! (James 4:8) He wants a love relationship with us! 

 Let me ask you this question. Who was living in Sodom? 

 Abraham’s nephew Lot lived in Sodom with his family.  

 And what we see here is that Abraham is interceding for the people of Sodom. You see, 

Abraham knows the Lord, that He is righteous, that He would never slay the righteous with the 

wicked! And the whole basis for Abraham’s intercession is built on the principle that a righteous 

Judge would not judge and punish the righteous with the wicked. 

 What is interesting to me is that he even cared for these people of Sodom and Gomorrah 

in the first place.   

 Abraham could have just prayed, “Lord, you know my nephew Lot is there in Sodom. 

Lord, spare Lot and his family, let them get out of the city before you toast them, before you 

destroy those cities!”  

 But Abraham didn’t pray like that, he interceded for the people of those cities, which 

shows me that He had the love of God flowing from his life.  
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 Remember what Peter said of the Lord in II Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack 

concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”  

 We see that same love here with Abraham as he intercedes for the people, that God 

would not destroy them. 

 And notice how he starts out. Abraham asked the Lord if there were fifty righteous 

people living in Sodom, would He spare the city.   

 It seems reasonable, fifty out of a whole city!   

 And God does agree that He will not destroy the city if there are fifty righteous people 

living there.   

 Does that mean that God has now changed His mind?   

 Absolutely not! What we do see is that Abraham is praying in the will of God and God 

agreed! He is working with Abraham just as He did with Moses to get them both to intercede for 

the people. 

 But for Abraham, it won’t end here; Abraham is not done bartering with the Lord!   

 And even today, if you go to the Middle East, you will see that they will barter with you 

over merchandise that you want to purchase.  

 

VERSES 27-32 

 As you read this, I think the conclusion you come to after all of this, besides Abraham 

having a lot of CHUTZPA or boldness, is that God will not destroy the righteous with the 

wicked!  
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 Abraham barters for 50 righteous people living in Sodom, then 45, then 40, then 30, and 

then 20 and finally he stops at 10.  

 And the Lord says that if there is 10 righteous people living in Sodom, He would not 

destroy the city.  

 Seems like it is a done deal, there must be 10 good people in Sodom! 

 Now we look at the wickedness of this world and it can be overwhelming to us. Ray 

Stedman gives us this insight into the heart of man as he tries to be God. He wrote,  

 I remember a friend telling of walking past a church bulletin board one day and noting 

the announcement of the sermon: “If I were God.”  

 The man with my friend said, “‘If I were God’” - that’s an interesting title for a sermon. 

 “If I were God, I’d just lean down over the battlements of heaven, take a big, deep 

breath, and blow this earth out of existence!”  

 Why has not God done that long, long ago, with all the shameful record of human 

defiance, rebellion, and depravity which history records?  

 It is because of this very principle to which Abraham appealed: There are righteous here. 

- bit.ly/3PAR81x 

 

 God is gracious and merciful and longsuffering, but one day His judgment will be poured 

out just as it was in the days of Noah but not with a flood this time! 

 Now, in saying that, let me ask you this question. Why did God tell Abraham that He was 

going to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in the first place?  

 Yes, these cities were filled with sin, with wickedness, but there is more to it than that.   

 I think we have just seen why the Lord did this.   
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 He wanted to draw Abraham into the position of an intercessor for the people of these 

cities and that is born out of a heart that is filled with love for people, and yes, even the wicked!  

 That is a hard concept for many Christians, to love those who are wicked, to care for the 

ungodly, to pray for those who come against us, but that is exactly what God wants us to do, just 

as Abraham did! 

 You see, isn’t that what our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ has done for us?   

 Of course it is! He died for the wicked, He died for the ungodly, He died for those who 

came against Him, He died for you and me, and He has done this all because He loves us!   

 And now God wants us to love people like that, the unlovable you might say.   

 Paul tells us in Romans 8:29, “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

 In other words, the Lord is working in our lives to make us more like Jesus, that His 

actions would flow from our lives.   

 That His nature would be manifested in our lives. That the fruit of the Spirit would flow 

from our lives!  

 That we would be like Jesus! 

 We also read in Hebrews 7:25 of Jesus, “Therefore He is also able to save to the 

uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 

for them.”   

 Jesus came to make intercession and thus, the Lord wants us to intercede for our families, 

our friends, our cities, our nation, this world.   
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 We are to truly have a passion for the lost and not ask God to toast them, to destroy these 

wicked people, but to save them as He has done for us! That is the heart of God and that is what 

should flow from our lives!   

 You see, God’s judgment is coming and thus, may God open their eyes, soften their 

hearts that they might be saved!  

 William Evens tells us regarding the heart of a Christian. He wrote,  

 Paul had a passionate love for souls. He says: “I have great heaviness and continual 

sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed (or separated) from Christ for my 

brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh” (Rom. 9:2,3).  

 The Apostle Paul’s heart broke loose from the prolonged logical argument and poured 

itself out in one vehement exclamation of love, “I could wish myself accursed for my brethren’s 

sake,”- “accursed,” given over to hopeless, eternal death; accursed “from Christ,” the joy, the joy 

of his soul; “accursed,” he the loyal one, from his all in all, if only the Israel of his love could be 

saved! 

 A man may be a successful physician without having love for his patients; he may be a 

successful lawyer without having love for his clients; he may be a successful merchant without 

having love for his patrons, but no man can be a successful co-worker with God without having 

love for souls, and a longing desire to see them saved. 

 When John Knox, in the enclosure behind his house, pierced the stillness of the night 

with the thrice-repeated, intense appeal, “Give me Scotland, or I die!” that eager, yearning, well-

nigh broken heart got its Scotland.  
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 When Brainerd went to sleep thinking of souls and dreaming dreams of them, and 

waking, still thought and prayed for them, souls became his. “Tell me,” says Maclaren, “the 

depth of a Christian man’s compassion, and I will tell you the measure of his usefulness. The 

wealth of Egypt’s harvest is proportioned to the depth of the Nile’s overflow.”  

 Christ, the model Christian worker, is portrayed as “moved with compassion,” as though 

a great surging tide flowed over his heart when he saw the multitudes standing before him in 

their want. 

 The power of these great religious leaders of all time, lay deeper than their mighty 

intellects - it lay in their love for souls. 

 Souls, souls, souls! I yearn for souls. This is the cry of the Saviour - and to save souls He 

died upon the cross, and remains until eternity their intercessor. 

 Souls, souls, souls! This is the cry of Satan - and to obtain them he scatters gold to tempt 

them, multiplies their wants and pleasures, and gives them praise that only infatuates. 

 Souls, souls, souls! This must be our one cry and passion, Christian worker; and for the 

sake of one soul we must be willing to spend and be spent. 

- William Evens, The Personal Worker Himself — His Qualifications 

 

 Are we willing to give our all, to sacrifice our lives to see people saved? That is 

something each of us must be willing to answer. I think we have made Christians into spectators 

that sit on the sidelines and watch what others are doing and then complain because they don’t 

like what is being done. 
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 My response, “That is great. Maybe God is calling you to go forward and do it!” And 

they usually don’t, they sit, and sit and watch and watch and you will not find that anywhere in 

the Bible. Even waiting upon the Lord doesn’t mean you sit around and do nothing. You are 

working, you are serving, and God is directing you! 

 Now we have seen how Abraham prayed. Now, compare that with how Lot prayed in 

Genesis 19:18-21, “Then Lot said to them, ‘Please, no, my lords! Indeed now, your servant 

has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you have shown 

me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and 

I die. See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me escape 

there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.’ And he said to him, ‘See, I have favored 

you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have 

spoken.’”    

 Did you notice the focus?  

 It was upon himself. He thought he was good, Abraham knew that he wasn’t, saying that 

he was like dust and ashes in Genesis 18:27.   

 Lot sought to save himself, but he did not lift up any prayers for the many people living 

in those cities.  

 Yes, Lot was saved but his walk was not good.   

 On the opposite end of the spectrum there is Abraham and what flowed from his life was 

intercessory prayer because he drew near to God and God drew near to him! 

 In the days we are living in, is the focus upon ourselves, that we are Christians and thus, 

our lives should be easy, we should not face any difficulties? 
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 In the days we are living in, is the focus upon ourselves instead of the many people that 

are lost and headed for hell? 

 In the days we are living in, is the focus of our lives intercessory prayer for the lost or 

their destruction? 

 Again, we have to examine our own hearts and get rid of those things that are not of God! 

 

VERSE 33 

 Did you ever wonder why Abraham stopped at 10 righteous people? That is an interesting 

question. 

 I believe, in his mind, there had to be at least 10 righteous people living in Sodom. We 

are talking about the whole city and there must be 10.  

 But that is an interesting number. Let me show you what I mean and why Abraham 

thought that there would be at least 10 in the city of Sodom that were righteous. 

 You see, there was Lot and his wife, his two unmarried daughters, his two sons, his two 

married daughters and his two sons-in-law, which equals 10! (Genesis 19:12, 14-15)  

 So there were at least 10 in Lot’s family, maybe more, but at least 10! And Abraham 

thought that even if they whole city was wicked, Lot and his family would be righteous and thus, 

God would spare the city and the people. 

 But they were not all righteous before the Lord, in fact, only four left the city and out of 

that, only three made it to safety!  

 And God saved those three because He does not destroy the righteous with the wicked, 

and we will look at that more closely next time. 
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 As I close this evening, let me leave you with these words to think about from Ezekiel 

chapter 18, starting in verse 20, where we are told, “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall 

not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of 

the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 

himself. ‘But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My 

statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the 

transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because of the 

righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked 

should die?’ says the Lord GOD, ‘and not that he should turn from his ways and live?’ 

‘Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,’ says the 

Lord GOD. ‘Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your 

ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? For I 

have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,’ says the Lord GOD. ‘Therefore turn and 

live!’” Ezekiel 18:20-23, 30-32.   

 You see, God does not destroy the righteous with the wicked and He gets no pleasure in 

destroying the wicked, thus, TURN AND LIVE!   


