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JOHN 12:9-11 

DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE! 

CHRISTIANS 

PART 3 

 

 

 

 

 Please turn in your Bibles this morning to John chapter 12 as we continue our in-depth 

study of the Gospel of John. 

 We are currently in part 3 of our study – DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE! 

 And we have seen in our previous studies how they are DESTROYING THE 

EVIDENCE THAT WE WERE A CHRISTIAN NATION! 

 Notice I said “were” because I think that has changed and even though a high percentage 

of American’s may claim to be Christian, they have no idea what that means. 

 But our nation was founded upon Judeo-Christian beliefs and the focus was not a 

freedom of religion, it was a freedom to worship Jesus Christ without the government telling us 

how to worship or having a state-run denomination. 

 Let me give you this example of one of our Founding Fathers and you tell me if he is 

speaking of freedom of religion or the freedom to worship the true and living God, Jesus Christ. 

 Patrick Henry, one of the ratifier’s of the U.S. Constitution said this, “It cannot be 

emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but 

by Christians, not on religions, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this very reason peoples 

of other faiths have been afforded asylum, prosperity, and freedom of worship here.” (The 

Trumpet Voice of Freedom: Patrick Henry of Virginia, p. iii.) 

 In other words, you can worship whoever you want but this country is going to worship 

the Lord Jesus Christ! I think that is pretty clear. 
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 One more and this is from John Jay, who was the first Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme 

Court and President of the American Bible Society. Listen to what he said,  

 By conveying the Bible to people thus circumstanced, we certainly do them a most 

interesting kindness. We thereby enable them to learn that man was originally created and 

placed in a state of happiness, but, becoming disobedient, was subjected to the degradation 

and evils which he and his posterity have since experienced. 

 The Bible will also inform them that our gracious Creator has provided for us a 

Redeemer, in whom all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; that this Redeemer has made 

atonement ‘for the sins of the whole world,’ and thereby reconciling the Divine justice with 

the Divine mercy has opened a way for our redemption and salvation; and that these 

inestimable benefits are of the free gift and grace of God, not of our deserving, nor in our 

power to deserve. 

(In God We Trust - The Religious Beliefs and Ideas of the American Founding Fathers, p. 379) 

 Again, can you imagine one of our Supreme Court Justices saying that today? Yes, we 

have conservatives on the Supreme Court, but to make that bold claim, they would be in serious 

trouble.  

 And yet, our country was founded upon those beliefs. Not perfect men, but godly men 

who tried to do what was right and to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 But, as we have seen, they are trying to DESTROY THE EVIDENCE THAT WE 

WERE A CHRISTIAN NATION! 

 In part 2 of our study on DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE, we saw that they are 

destroying our faith in the Bible, and thus, we then make the Bible say anything and everything 

that we want.  
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 As I have said before, we did not write the Bible and thus, we do not have the authority to 

change it, add to it, take away from it or make it say what we want it to say. Only God has the 

authority because He wrote the Word of God, the Bible! 

 Let me just share this with you to show you that we can trust the Word of God. And yes, 

in both these studies we covered these points in great detail, but I want you to be clear on this, 

we can trust what the Bible says. 

 The first piece of evidence we can see is the Bible is the Word of God because of its 

scientific accuracy. One example is found in Isaiah 40:22 where we are told that the earth is a 

globe or sphere in shape long before man realized that. 

 The second piece of evidence showing that we can trust the Bible is the historical 

accuracy of the Bible. In Daniel, we see the handwriting on the wall on how the King of 

Babylon, Belshazzar offered Daniel to be the third ruler in the kingdom if he could tell the king 

what the handwriting meant. And that makes sense when you see that Nabonidas was King but 

his son, Belshazzar was the one in charge, they were co-regents and thus, Daniel, if he could 

interpret the handwriting on the wall, he was going to be made the third ruler. Just one example. 

 Yes, we have 66 books in the Bible and yet, there is unity within all those books on 

subjects that were very controversial. It would be hard to get ten people today to write about one 

controversial subject and agree on it when they got together. And yet, here are over 40 different 

authors from various walks of life over some 1500 years of writing and it is one unfolding story 

of God’s love for sinful man and how God has redeemed us from our sin! 
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 As someone wrote about the Bible, “It’s so majestically deep that scholars could swim 

and never touch the bottom. Yet so wonderfully shallow that a little child could come and get a 

drink of water without fear of drowning. That is God’s precious, holy Word. The Word of God. 

Know it. Believe it. It is True.” Amen to that! 

 And I can understand how the unsaved world puts down the Word of God, but when I see 

leaders in the church doing it, I am angry. 

 A while back Andy Stanley preached a sermon series entitled, “Aftermath.” His church’s 

website describes it as follows: “If you were raised on a version of Christianity that relied on 

the Bible as the foundation of faith, a version that was eventually dismantled by academia or 

the realities of life, maybe it’s time for you to change your mind about Jesus. Maybe it’s time 

for you to consider the version of Christianity that relies on the event of the resurrection of 

Jesus as its foundation. If you gave up your faith because of something about or in the Bible, 

maybe you gave up unnecessarily.” (http://northpoint.org/messages/aftermath/stand-alone/) 

 Now some may wonder, “What is wrong with that?” 

 Simple, it is what Satan said to Eve in the Garden of Eden, “Has God indeed said?” It is 

getting people to question the Word of God, is it true, can we trust it? 

 Not only that, but he wants us to focus on the resurrection, but what did he leave out? 

 The crucifixion! 

 Is that important? 

 Absolutely. Our sins were paid for on the cross of Calvary and unless we apply that shed 

blood of Jesus to our lives by faith, receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, we are dead in our 

trespasses and sins. 

 What about the resurrection? 
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 Yes, it is the death and resurrection of Jesus because in the resurrection Jesus has taken 

the sting out of death. But unless you come to that saving faith, you are lost and will live forever 

apart from Christ in the Lake of Fire!  

 So they are trying to DESTROY THE EVIDENCE IN REGARD TO THE BIBLE, 

don’t let them! 

 This morning, as we finish up this series, we will be looking at – DESTROYING THE 

EVIDENCE – CHRISTIANS! 

 And I think there are three ways, probably more, but these three play a vital role in 

destroying our witness, and they are,  

 KILLING CHRISTIANS 

 ENTICING WITH SIN 

 CAUSING DIVISION 

 Remember what we have been looking at here in John chapter 12, after Jesus raised 

Lazarus from the dead and now, we are only six days before the Passover, the last Passover that 

Jesus would celebrate with His men before He went to the cross of Calvary. 

 And Jesus is invited to the home of Simon, an ex-leper, and with Him are Mary, Martha 

and Lazarus. 

 It is here that we see Mary anointed Jesus with costly oil and wipe His feet with her hair. 

 It is after this we see what takes place, and we have gone over this the past two weeks, 

but once again we will be looking at, 

 LAZARUS – THE EVIDENCE – JOHN 12:9 

 DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE – JOHN 12:10-11 



1538 

 

 So with that as our introduction, let’s begin reading in John chapter 12, beginning in 

verse 9, and let’s see what the Lord has for us this morning as we study His Word and look at 

this topic – DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE – CHRISTIANS! 

 

JOHN 12 

 

VERSE 9 

 As I have said in our previous studies, many came to see Jesus but also, Lazarus was 

someone that they wanted to see. This man who was dead and is now alive blew their minds and 

they wanted to see this miracle. 

 Remember, there are no words spoken by Lazarus here. I am not saying he did not speak, 

but the Holy Spirit is showing us that his life, his new life you might say in Christ, was a 

testimony to his faith and it pointed people to the giver and sustainer of life, Jesus Christ. 

 And our life should be no different. Yes, we are to share our faith, share God’s Word, 

share the Gospel but if our actions don’t match up to the words we are saying, people are not 

going to listen. 

 Remember Saul or Paul and how he persecuted Christians. He was well-known amongst 

Christian circles how evil he was. 

 And then he got saved and his hatred towards Christians changed. He was no longer 

going to persecute them but work with them to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the lost. 
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 Paul was on his way to Damascus, where he was going to bring back Christians to 

Jerusalem to stand trial in the religious court, but now he is saved and waiting there in 

Damascus. And God sends Ananias to him but before Ananias goes to see Paul, listen to what he 

told the Lord, “. . . ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has 

done to Your saints in Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind 

all who call on Your name.’” Acts 9:13-14. 

 In other words, “Are you sure Lord? This guy has been spewing out hate towards 

Christians and his words match up with his deeds. Do you really mean this guy?” And the 

Lord instructed him to go, and Ananias did.  

 We see this in Jerusalem with Paul after he got saved as we are told in Acts 9:26, “And 

when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of 

him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.” 

 It didn’t matter what he said, they knew what he was doing, and they thought maybe he 

was just spying and trying to find out who were the Christians. But Barnabas took him in and 

over time, as they saw that his words and deeds matched up, they received Paul. 

 May our words and deeds match up because if they don’t, it is just a lot of hot air we are 

blowing at people. They will not believe what we are saying because there is no evidence in our 

actions! 

 Remember here, LAZARUS WAS THE EVIDENCE, which leads us to the next point – 

DESTROYING THE EVIDENCE! 
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VERSES 10-11 

 Because so many were believing that Jesus is the Messiah, the Jewish religious leaders 

wanted to get rid of the evidence and guess what? Lazarus was that evidence and so they want to 

not only put Jesus to death, but they want to kill Lazarus as well! 

 And that is what I would like to focus the rest of our time on this morning. That they 

want to DESTROY THE EVIDENCE, and, like Lazarus, CHRISTIANS ARE THE 

EVIDENCE! 

 The first way that they try to do this is just like what they wanted to do with Lazarus – 

KILL HIM! 

 They truly believe if they can kill us, frighten us we will not be able to shine for Jesus 

and stand up for righteousness! 

 Let me give you an example from John 1:5, when John said, “And the light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”  

 This verse is a little difficult to translate.  

 You see, that word “comprehend” can have two meanings to it, and I think that both do 

apply.  

 As the light of God was shining many did not understand it, their eyes were blind to the 

truth. Thus, God will give light to those who seek the light and for those that don’t, they shall 

remain in darkness.   

 Also, the word “comprehend” can mean to extinguish. In other words, the light has 

come into the world, Jesus Christ, and the darkness will try to put it out, but it will not succeed. 

The Word will be victorious despite the opposition. 

 But that opposition is growing and growing today, why?  
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 Because men love darkness rather than light and thus, when the light exposes their 

darkness, they try to extinguish that light by any means that they can. 

 Let me show you what I mean about persecution against Christians and how it is growing 

world-wide! 

 More than 360 [million] Christians suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination 

for their faith. In the World Watch List top 50 alone, 312 [million] Christians face very high or 

extreme levels.  

 That is one in 7 worldwide; 1 in 5 in Africa, 2 out of 5 in Asia, and 1 in 15 in Latin 

America. . . .  

 Nigeria’s rise by two places in the top 10, is just one sign of the rising tide of Jihadist 

violence in the region. Colleges, schools, churches, villages and community leaders continue to 

be targeted for kidnappings, killings, injuries and destruction of livestock and livelihoods 

especially by Fulani militants, as well as known jihadist groups such as Boko Haram and Islamic 

State West Africa Province.   

 Jihadist violence also accounts for the re-entry of Niger into the top 50, up 21 places to 

no. 33. Insurgency is spreading into Niger and Burkina Faso, with Mali (24) rising four places 

because of increased pressure and jihadist violence. . . .  

 Governments are using pioneering technology to surveil and control its citizens. 

Countries such as Sri Lanka, Myanmar, China and Malaysia. In India, Hindu extremists use 

social technology platforms to incite violence and discrimination.  

 In Myanmar and Qatar, house churches have remained closed despite the lifting of Covid 

restrictions. Under Communist ideology in the Americas, the pandemic continued to be used as a 
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pretext to monitor churches and impose greater restrictions. In Vietnam, state and non-state 

actors used COVID-19 outbreaks to slander churches. 

Afghanistan 

 Afghanistan replaces North Korea (2) as number 1 on the World Watch List. Following 

the Taliban takeover in August 2021, Christians face certain death if discovered. Much of the 

Christian population has fled and the ones who remain are in hiding. 

 

North Korea 

 Despite dropping to number 2 after 20 years at the top of the list, persecution in North 

Korea remains absolute in every area of life. The 2022 World Watch List reports that persecution 

has reached the highest recorded levels in the country. 

 

Nigeria 

 Nigeria has risen two places on the list, as Jihadist violence continues to intensify in Sub-

Saharan Africa. 79% of the almost 6,000 Christians killed for their faith in the past year were in 

Nigeria. DRC [Democratic Republic of the Congo]  (40) and the Central African Republic (31) 

join Nigeria in the top ten for violent against Christians. 

 

India 

 Violence in India continued at an extreme level, with very high levels of pressure exerted 

against Christians in all spheres of life. Impunity for violence and oppression continue under the 

rule of Modi and the BJP. Far-right Hindutva organizations continue to dominate the Indian 

public and political life with their extremist agenda. 
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Myanmar 

 Since the military coup in Myanmar, violence against Christians has increased. Despite 

the lifting of Covid restrictions, house churches have remained closed. The military sees church 

gatherings as an avenue for opposition. (I think we were getting a glimpse of that with COVID, 

how they opened bars but were restricting churches) 

 

China 

 While China maintained its position on the list, Christian freedoms continue to 

deteriorate. Its influence on the world of persecution is also growing. It is exporting the ideology 

and technology of oppression. Countries as diverse as Myanmar, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Central 

Asian States have emulated the Chinese model. 

- https://bit.ly/3niStgL 

 

 And here in America, we might not be facing violence yet, but it is coming. When light 

exposes the darkness, the darkness will try to extinguish the light.  

 I see persecution against Christians all over the world growing and growing because what 

we stand for is against what they stand for, what they want to do. We need to shine brightly! 

 In response to our light, they are trying to extinguish the light by killing Christians, but 

our life and our death is a witness of our faith. 

 But keep in mind that this is not the only way that they are doing it. Not at all. 
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 You see, you don’t have to kill anyone to destroy their witness and that is the next point, 

which is – ENTICING WITH SIN! 

 Make no mistake about it, the world loves to entice us with sin because once they do, 

they can justify what they are doing. If we are doing it as Christians, then it must be okay and if 

it is not okay, then why are you doing it as a Christian? 

 Look at all that has come into the church today and it has been brought in, allowed in, but 

God did not allow it! 

 We see same sex marriage, homosexuality, lesbianism, transgenderism, abortion, 

Christian witches, Christian Tarot cards, all kinds of New Age and eastern mysticism teachings, 

adultery, fornication, and I can go on.  

 How did this happen? 

 There are a few reasons. 

 Number one – WE FEEL IT IS NOT WRONG! 

 Notice I said WE FEEL that what we are involved in is not wrong. 

 For instance, we know what the Bible says about living together apart from marriage and 

yet, we can justify it and feel that it is okay in our situation. You know, “In God’s eyes we are 

married!” 

 Sorry, no you are not, but you are in fornication. 

 No don’t get mad at me if that upset you, God said it not me. In Hebrews 13:4 Paul tells 

us, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 

adulterers God will judge.” 

 Who are the fornicators and adulterers? 
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 Those who are having sexual relations outside of marriage and those who are having sex 

with another person that they are not married to. You see, God said it, not me.  

 Marriage is honorable but fornication and adultery is not! That should just make sense. 

 Why is God so strict on this? 

 Because He established the marriage relationship back in Genesis and Satan came along 

and perverted it. What God has given to us is very good and Satan says what he has is even 

better. 

 It is not. Fornication and adultery destroy relationships, destroys families, destroys 

marriages. 

 And it will destroy our witness! Like it or not, we are different than the world, or we 

should be. 

 The world is at war with God, living a life of rebellion against God and when we follow 

what the world is doing, then we are at war with God, we are rebelling against Him! 

 And that leads us to our next point or number two – EVERYBODY IS DOING IT! 

 You would think we would have learned that lesson growing up. I remember my mom 

telling me, “If everyone was going to jump off a bridge, would you jump too?” 

 I never figured out who all those people were that were jumping off the bridge, there 

seemed to be a lot of them, but I did get the point. 

 Now, just because everyone is doing something doesn’t mean it is the right thing to do. I 

think we are all in agreement on that one until it goes against what we want to do and we see 

others doing it, even some Christians, and we justify that it is okay, and off the bridge we go with 

everyone else! 

 Let me ask you this. Who are we to follow? 
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 We are to follow our Good Shepherd Jesus Christ and He is not going to lead us down a 

path that will cause us to sin.  

 Remember what David said in Psalm 23:3, “. . . He leads me in the paths of 

righteousness For His name’s sake.” 

 Did you hear that. It is the Lord leads us in “paths of righteousness” and that is 

important for us to understand.  

 If we are doing things that are not righteous, if they are not good, the Lord is not leading, 

and you need to turn back to Him so your soul can be refreshed! 

 Now why does the Lord do this? We are told that it is “For His name’s sake.” All that 

the Lord does, as He restores our vitality, restores our soul, is to bring honor to Him!  

 It is not about us, but it truly is about bringing glory to God through our lives.  

 Clarke wrote, “To display the glory of his grace, and not on account of any merit in me. 

God’s motives of conduct towards the children of men are derived from the perfections and 

goodness of his own nature.” 

 So who are we going to follow? 

 Are we going to follow the masses that are headed for destruction, or the Lord who is 

leading us in paths of right living that brings glory to Him? 

 You see, if we follow the world our witness for the Lord will be tainted or corrupted! 

You can’t blend into the world and live for Christ because they are not moving in the same 

direction. 

 And I do understand that we want to be liked by people, but we also need to understand 

that by compromising what we believe to fit into this world, we will not shine Jesus to people! 

 And then there is the third point – IT IS ALL UNDER GRACE! 
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 I really don’t get this one, but maybe I do. I know, that doesn’t make sense.  

 But what they are saying is “Look, I am saved by the finished work of Christ on the 

cross of Calvary, all my sins were paid in full, so I can do whatever I want because it is all 

covered by the blood!” In other words, they are just justifying sin! 

 And I think you can clearly see that is so wrong. If that is the lifestyle you are living, to 

please your fleshly desires, to give into every temptation, then I doubt if you are really saved! 

 John dealt with that in I John 1:5-7 as he said, “This is the message which we have 

heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we 

say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 

truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

 John is telling us that God is absolutely holy, absolutely righteous, and absolutely pure. 

We need to understand that about God, that in Him there is the complete absence of evil of any 

kind. 

 And John tells us the message that he is going to share with them is not his personal 

views or opinions, but what the Lord Himself shared with him and now he is declaring to us!   

 Here’s the thing. You can’t say that you are walking with God if you are living in sin. 

 And the Greek word for “walk” is conveying a habitual lifestyle, habitual sin. Let’s face 

it, we all do sin, but are we doing it over and over again with no conviction?   

 Think about it. How can you be walking in fellowship with God when you are moving in 

the opposite direction from God? You can’t and that is the point! You just continue on in sin and 

you are ignoring the conviction of God in your life like David did after he sinned with Bathsheba 
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and had her husband, Uriah, killed. It took David almost a whole year before he repented and got 

right with God, but there still were consequences to his actions. 

 In fact, for those who really feel that they can do whatever they want, sin and sin and it 

really doesn’t matter because all their sin is covered by the blood, listen to what Paul said in 

Romans 6:1-2, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” 

 And Paul’s question that he is answering here, one that Paul felt his readers might ask, is 

that if grace is extended for sin, then the more we sin the more grace will abound.  

 Folk’s, that is wrong as well as grace giving us a license to sin, both are wrong!  

 And here is the key that Paul is making in Romans chapter 6. He does not want us to be 

ignorant about this truth because Christian living is dependent upon Christian learning. You need 

to know how to walk. 

 And as you read the Scriptures and know what God has said, then comes the application 

or you need to live what you say you believe! 

 Make no mistake about it, the world is watching and if we know what we are doing is 

wrong and we do it anyway, that is a sin according to James 4:17! 

 Make no mistake about it, the world loves to ENTICE US TO SIN because it justifies 

their behavior, and it destroys our witness! 

 Now when you comfort a brother or sister in sin, do so in love with the idea of restoration 

and not their destruction! 

 Sadly, many times when you do confront them, what do they say to you? 

 “Judge not brother, lest you be judged!” 
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 They throw it back at us and what they are doing is justifying their sin. One writer put it 

like this. He wrote,  

 A familiar verse in the New Testament and one that is often quoted is Matthew 7:1 where 

Jesus says, “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  

 Unfortunately, many people quote this verse for the purpose of justifying sin. 

 When one rebukes or criticizes a sinful practice he is often met with the reply “judge 

not.”  

 Liberal columnists implore their readers not to be judgmental. There is the familiar T.V. 

line, “How dare you judge me!” recited when wrongdoing is challenged. 

 The homosexual defends his perverted lifestyle and quotes Matthew 7:1 to discourage 

criticism.  

 The abortion advocate cries “judge not” to defend the sin of abortion.  

 Still others consider any criticism of sin to be “judging.” 

 Did Jesus forbid the rebuking of sin when he said, “Judge not, that ye be not judged”? 

Does Matthew 7:1 prohibit all criticism of sin and immorality? 

 An honest study of the Scriptures will show that the answer to both questions is a 

resounding no! 

 If Matthew 7:1 does not forbid the condemnation of sin, what does it forbid?  

 Let’s read further in the same chapter.  

 In verses 3 and 4, Jesus discusses the person who is concerned about the mote in his 

brother’s eye and does not consider the beam in his own eye.  
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 Verse 5 reads: “Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 

shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

 Paul says in Romans 2:1, “Therefore thou are inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art 

that judgest; for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest 

doest the same things.” 

 Jesus, in Matthew 7:1, and Paul, in Romans 2:1, were speaking of those who would judge 

others while doing the same things!  

 The action forbidden by these passages is hypocritical judgment. 

 We must not be guilty of hypocritical or unrighteous judgment. This is made clear by the 

Scriptures.  

 This fact, however, in no way nullifies the Christian’s obligation to condemn sin. To put 

it simply, we must judge only “righteous judgment” (Jn. 7:24). 

 Those who quote the Bible to justify sin can find no comfort in the words of Jesus. Let us 

understand that the Bible justifies no sin, but rather condemns all sin! 

 The Christian must ever be ready to speak out against unrighteousness. We must not be 

deterred by those who would falsely accuse us. “Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also 

may fear” (1 Tim. 5:20). 

- Guardian of Truth XXXVII: 11, p. 13, June 3, 1993 

 

 But if you are living in sin yourself, it is hard to correct anyone or for that matter to shine 

for Jesus! 

 So the world loves to – ENTICE US TO SIN to destroy our witness of Jesus. 

 And there is one more that the world likes to do and that is – CAUSE DIVISION! 
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 I don’t think I have to tell you that our nation is divided and not just a political division, 

although that is what many want to focus on. 

 I don’t think it really matters where the division is for those that want to divide us, they 

just want us fighting with each other.  

 It could be illegal immigration, or transgenderism, or homosexuality, or the color of our 

skin and the list goes on, anything and everything to get us to fight against each other. 

 Why? 

 Because you divide and conquer. If American’s are fighting amongst themselves the 

government can do what it wants, and they are! 

 Let me share this article with you from last year where we are told, 

 It is no secret that we live in a divided nation. 

 The last nine presidential elections have been decided by single-digit margins - the 

longest streak in the country’s history. No presidential winner has received over 55 percent of the 

vote since 1984, and the new president has received less than 52 percent of the vote in seven out 

of the last eight elections. I do not see that changing anytime soon. 

 But we are not only divided; we are mad about it, and we cannot believe that the other 

side thinks the way they do.  

 A January 2017 Reuters/Ipsos poll revealed that one in six Americans had stopped 

talking to a family member or a close friend because of the 2016 election. 

 Of course, political division is nothing new in our country.  

 When Andrew Jackson was on his deathbed, he was asked if he had any regrets as he 

looked back on his life.  
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 Any who were expecting words of remorse, sympathy, or kindness would have been 

surprised by Jackson’s purported reply.  

 As the Congressional Record put it, “Old Hickory said he regretted he hadn’t shot Henry 

Clay [the Speaker of the House] and hung John C. Calhoun [his own vice president].”  

 Things were similar for Alexander Hamilton, now best known as the subject of a hit 

Broadway musical. The politics of his day were so divisive that he was shot and killed in a duel 

by Aaron Burr, the sitting vice president. And this was only after Hamilton had narrowly avoided 

a duel with fellow founding father and future president James Madison. 

 But these times are different, and our divisions feel deeper. When Jackson’s protégé 

James K. Polk was elected president, it took almost ten days for word of his electoral success to 

reach him at his home in Tennessee.  

 Today, the president’s Twitter account can reach 100 million followers at the push of the 

“Send” button.  

 Protests and counterprotests can be organized in the time it takes to compose an email or 

a text.  

 A virtual protest can overwhelm a business or an individual before there is even time to 

organize a response. Every issue quickly takes on political undertones.  

 A case in point is the COVID-19 pandemic. It did not take long before views on who was 

responsible for the outbreak and opinions on how to reopen the economy after the shutdown, and 

even whether or not to wear masks, took on strongly partisan tones. 

 Along with our division, and maybe at least partly due to that division, we see a growing 

concern about the direction of our society.  
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 The quality of our discourse continues to decline as people get used to hiding behind the 

anonymity and safety of the internet. As real community becomes a smaller part of our lives, 

many of us feel a growing sense of disconnection and decreasing hope for the future. We can see 

this played out in the rates of marriage and childbirth, two leading indicators of confidence in the 

future.  

 The current marriage rate (6.5 unions for every 1,000 people) is the lowest since the 

federal government started keeping statistics right after the Civil War.  

 The fertility rate of 1.7 is also the lowest on record.  

 It takes a rate of 2.1 just to replace the population.  

 And a larger percentage of births are happening outside of marriage.  

 In 2016, estimates showed that about 40 percent of births in the United States occurred 

outside of marriage.  

 And on and on the list of items of cultural concern can go, with the only variable being 

who is making the list. . . .  

 The lines within the Christian community are as divisive as they are in the rest of the 

population. In a world where the political discussion has turned mean and contemptuous, the 

political goal seems to be about keeping power rather than solving problems, Christians have 

frequently acted as mean and contemptuous as everyone else.  

 Many Christians wonder if it is even possible to still have a faithful presence in the public 

debate.  

 And those who still desire to be in the public square are left wondering what a faithful 

presence could look like in today’s world. 

- https://bit.ly/3xZEHEF 
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 Again, I understand how the world gets drawn into these things, but we as Christians, 

shame on us! 

 I am not saying we compromise our faith and agree with what everyone is saying, but we 

should not be looking like the world when we interact with the world.  

 And we even see this in the church today, all kinds of divisions and people mad at each 

other because they did this or didn’t do that. Again, shame on us! 

 I think COVID was a good indicator to show us where the church is at, how strong it 

really was. 

 And sadly, it is not that good. 

 What do I mean by that? 

 I mean that COVID brought division not only in families but in churches. Everyone was 

an expert and if you did not agree with them, you were deceived and you became their enemy! 

 We had a pastor say that if you received the COVID shot you probably would not be 

allowed in their church because you would then infect everyone with COVID. Foolishness and 

how sad we are keeping people out of the church.  

 When AIDS came out, here at Calvary, we didn’t say if you had AIDS you could not 

come to church. We had precautions, and that is just being wise. But where is the love of Christ 

if you tell people you can’t come to church! 

 And here we are years down the road from the first COVID outbreak and people still are 

fighting over what was done to prevent the spread or that too much was done and that was not 

right.  

 For me, I guess I nailed it because I had people on both sides upset with me, some still 

are.  
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 It is like the temperature in the church, some say it is too cold, some too hot and that just 

tells me I nailed that as well. Sorry for either side on that one.  

 But think about when they closed everything down because of COVID, even the church 

and what that did to people. 

 They were depressed, they were losing hope, and so on.  

 The first Sunday we had service again it was like we hadn’t see each other for years, 

everyone hugging each other, and it was just a beautiful time of fellowship. 

 Yes, even in the church the enemy loves to divide and conquer. Division makes us weak; 

unity makes us strong. 

 Now you may not think this is a very big deal, but it is.  

 You see, on the night before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed to His Father in John 17:20-26 

and said, “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through 

their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also 

may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You 

gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in 

Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have 

sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also whom 

You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have 

given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The 

world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. 

And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You 

loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
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 Do you see what Jesus is praying for the night before He was crucified for our sins on the 

cross of Calvary? 

 He is praying for us to be united together in Him just as He is in unity with the Father! 

 And that unity that Jesus is speaking of is not ecumenical; just believe whatever you 

want, accepting all things.   

 This unity is based on the truth and Jesus just got done telling us that His Word is truth.  

 Thus, as the Scriptures teach, Jesus is the One who unites us all together into the family 

of God and without Him there is no unity! 

 Again, some may wonder, “Is this unity really that important?” 

 And some laugh at this, they really don’t see it as being important. But Jesus was praying 

for this unity and that in itself tells me it is important. 

 Not only that but Jesus tells us that it is this unity that will cause people to believe.  

 It is the disunity, the fighting over silly things that causes the world to shake their heads 

and walk away in unbelief and how it must grieve God!   

 Jesus said in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”   

 You see, our unity with believers is linked to the way the church represents Jesus to the 

world!   

 And fighting in the church has gone on since the church began. Read the letters that were 

written to various churches in the New Testament and see how jealousy and other things caused 

division, fighting in the church, and it continues on today.  
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 Let me share a few things with you to show you the foolishness of fights, divisions in the 

church. And folks, this should not be. We tend to fight over silly things and not doctrinal things. 

 Here are a few. 

➢ Argument over the appropriate length of the worship pastor’s beard (I think I saw a 

verse in Scripture that indicated it is to be no more than 1.5 inches longer than the 

pastor’s beard.). 

 

➢ Fight over whether or not to build a children’s playground or to use the land for a 

cemetery (I’m dying to know the resolution of this one.). 

 

➢ A 45-minute heated argument over the type of filing cabinet to purchase: black or 

brown; 2, 3, or 4 drawers (This one is an official cabinet meeting of the church 

leadership.). 

 

➢ A fight over which picture of Jesus to put in the foyer (I just want to know who took 

the pictures.). 

 

➢ A dispute over whether the worship leader should have his shoes on during the 

service (I vote for shoes, shirts, and pants.). 

 

➢ A big church argument over the discovery that the church budget was off $0.10. 

Someone finally gave a dime to settle the issue (I have to admit this issue is ten times 

more important than the church missing a penny.). 

 

➢ A dispute in the church because the Lord’s Supper had cran/grape juice instead of 

grape juice (Of course it should be grape juice. It’s right there in Hezekiah 4:11.). 

 

➢ Business meeting arguments about whether the church should purchase a weed 

eater or not. It took two business meetings to resolve (Wow. This fight was really 

whacky.). 

 

➢ Arguments over what type of green beans the church should serve (I could have 

resolved this conflict quickly: none.). 

 

➢ Two different churches reported fights over the type of coffee. In one of the 

churches, they moved from Folgers to a stronger Starbucks brand. In the other 

church, they simply moved to a stronger blend. Members left the church in the 

latter example (Perhaps they started a new church: The Right Blend Fellowship.). 

 

➢ Major conflict when the youth borrowed a crockpot that had not been used for 

years (I bet it was a bunch of crocky old adults.). 
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➢ An argument on whether the church should allow deviled eggs at the church 

meal (Only if it’s balanced with angel food cake for dessert). 

 

➢ A disagreement over using the term “potluck” instead of “pot blessing” (I get it! The 

concept of luck contradicts the theology of a sovereign God. This issue is very serious. 

Good luck trying to resolve it.). 

 

➢ Some church members left the church because one church member hid the vacuum 

cleaner from them. It resulted in a major fight and split (Thus the Second Electrolux 

Church was born.). 

 

➢ An argument over whether to have gluten-free communion bread or not (I thought 

gluteny was a sin.). 

 

➢ A dispute over whether the church should allow people to wear black t-shirts, since 

black is the color of the devil (Are you sure he’s not red? That’s what I’ve heard.). 

 

 

 Now we laugh at those things but here is the reality! They really did happen and there 

were fights, there were divisions between church people and again, I think we grieve the Lord by 

those kinds of things! 

 Let me spell this out as clear as I can. Just as Lazarus was – WE ARE THE 

EVIDENCE! 

 We are the evidence for people to see Jesus by and what are they seeing? 

 Yes, the world is trying to destroy the evidence that is before them by saying our nation 

was never a Christian nation. And yet, we have seen it was. Not perfect men, but men that loved 

the Lord. 

 We have seen that the world is trying to destroy the evidence of our faith by getting us to 

doubt the Bible. But, by taking things out or adding things to it and saying they are just stories 

with some kind of spiritual meaning and whatever that meaning is you will have to decide for 

yourself is dangerous! 
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 And we finished up this morning looking at how they are destroying the evidence of our 

witness and we are allowing them to do that. We need to stand strong in the Lord and in the 

power of His might and surrender our lives to Him so that He can use us for His glory! 

 Let me share this story with you to show you how important it is for us as Christians to 

unit together in Christ and work for the goal, to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 Why should we do that? 

 Listen carefully!  

 We are told,  

 General Colin Powell writes: 

 On the speech circuit, I tell a story that goes to the heart of America’s longing.  

 ABC correspondent Sam Donaldson was interviewing a young African-American soldier 

in a tank platoon on the eve of the battle in Desert Storm.  

 Donaldson asked, “How do you think the battle will go? Are you afraid?” 

 “We’ll do okay. We’re well trained. And I’m not afraid,” the GI answered, gesturing 

toward his buddies around him. “I’m not afraid because I’m with my family.” 

 The other soldiers shouted, “Tell him again. He didn’t hear you.”  

 The soldier repeated, “This is my family, and we’ll take care of each other.” 

- More Perfect Illustrations for Every Topic and Occasion  
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 Can we too leave here this morning saying, “This is my family, and we’ll take care of 

each other because we are the evidence of God’s love for sinful man, and we need to let others 

see us so they can see Jesus!” 

 I pray that we can, and we will fulfill that prayer that Jesus made with His Father, that we 

would be one just as He and the Father are one! 

 


