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REVELATION 12:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 Please turn in your Bibles this evening to Revelation chapter 12 as we continue our study 

through the Word of God. 

 If you remember from our last study, Revelation chapter 11 records for us the sounding 

of the seventh Trumpet Judgment or the third woe, but we will not see the effects of this 

judgment until we get to chapters 16 through 18. Revelation chapter 15 is kind of a prelude to the 

bowl judgments. 

 You see, in Revelation 11:15 we are told, and this is from The Amplified Bible, “The 

seventh angel then blew [his] trumpet, and there were mighty voices in heaven, shouting, 

The dominion (kingdom, sovereignty, rule) of the world has now come into the possession 

and become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ (the Messiah), and He shall reign 

forever and ever (for the eternities of the eternities)!”   

 Thus, this seventh Trumpet Judgment leads us into the seven Bowl Judgments and the 

establishment of God’s Kingdom on this earth! 

 But before we get to the chronological narrative being resumed, we once again are in a 

parenthetical section of this book that covers chapters 12 through 14.  

 And in this section we see some very interesting characters revealed to us.   

 There is THE WOMAN, THE DRAGON, THE MALE CHILD, THE ANGEL 

MICHAEL, THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN WHO IS PERSECUTED BY THE 

BEAST, THE BEAST OUT OF THE SEA OR THE ANTICHRIST, THE BEAST OUT OF 

THE EARTH OR THE FALSE PROPHET, and THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST.  
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 Now the problem that people seem to encounter in this section is they misinterpret who 

these people are and then it becomes very confusing, or they try to justify their unbiblical 

doctrine. 

 Folks, I don’t think it is very difficult as some make this out to be. You see, when you let 

Scripture interpret Scripture, it really is not that difficult to understand.   

 Do you know the best commentary on the Bible?  

 It is the Bible itself!   

 Now I have touched on this already, but there are these three main characters that come 

on the scene, as well as the others I mentioned, here in Revelation chapters 12 and 13. They are 

Satan who is called the Dragon, who is a false God the Father. There is the False Christ also 

known as the Antichrist. And there is the False prophet or the false Holy Spirit.  

 So we have the Holy Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

 And what we have here is the unholy trinity or the satanic trinity that opposes the true 

and living God and His people who are living on this earth.  

 Again, this is not in chronological order and thus, what is the timeframe of these events 

or these characters coming on the scene? 

 Revelation chapter 12 takes us back to the midpoint of the seven-year Tribulation Period. 

 Then, in Revelation chapter 13 we are taken back to the start of the seven-year 

Tribulation Period as the Antichrist and the False Prophet come on the scene. 

  So with that said, let’s begin reading in Revelation chapter 12, starting in verse 1 and see 

what the Lord has for us this evening as we look at some of the things taking place during this 

period of time besides the judgments of God being poured out! 
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REVELATION 12 

 

VERSES 1-2 

 Notice how this chapter opens up. John speaks of a “great sign” appearing in heaven or 

MEGA SEMEION in the Greek.   

 And here the reference is towards God’s plans being set in motion and this is illustrated 

for us by this woman clothed with the sun, the moon and a garland of twelve stars on her head.  

 Now, to have a correct understanding of what God’s plans are, you have to understand 

who this woman is. 

 And remember when we began our study in Revelation, I said that to understand 

Revelation you have to understand the Old Testament. 

 And what I meant by that is that many of these pictures come right out of the Old 

Testament.  

 Not only that, but Revelation puts into one book the end time prophecies spoken of in 

many of the Old Testament writings. 

 Then what is the problem? 

 The problem is that many ignore what the Old Testament has to say, and they try to put 

their own spin on who this woman is and if you do that, you will mess up what this period of 

time is all about. 

 Let me show you what I mean with a few examples.  

 First of all, we see that the Roman Catholic Church claims this is the Virgin Mary, also 

known as the “Queen of Heaven.”   
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 Do a search in the Scriptures and see what God has to say about the Queen of Heaven, 

and it is not good. (See Jeremiah 7:18, 44:17-19, 44:25)  

 You will also see this in their artwork with Mary standing upon a crescent moon and she 

has twelve stars around her head.  

 But, as we will see, this woman is not the Virgin Mary. 

 Ray Stedman had this to say about this woman and that the Roman Catholic Church sees 

this woman as Mary. He wrote, 

 Roman Catholic scholars have concluded that she is Mary, the mother of Jesus. Having 

understood that the child who will rule the nations with an iron scepter is Jesus, it certainly 

makes sense that the mother of that child would be Mary. 

 The problem with this theory, however, is that there is no way you can fit Mary into verse 

6 where we read that she “fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she 

might be taken care of for 1,260 days.”  

 That never happened to Mary, and it never will. The Woman in Revelation 12 does not 

represent a single individual but rather a community of people. 

- Ray Stedman, God’s Final Word – Understanding Revelation, p. 245 

 

 We also see Mary Baker Eddy, who was the founder of Christian Science, which is 

neither Christian nor science!   

 How can I say that? 

 Because they deny the deity of Jesus!  

 But she felt that she was this woman, and the child is the religious system of Christian 

Science. This too, as we shall see is wrong!  
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 This is the way that they see it though. They believe the “child” is Christian Science 

which Mary Baker Eddy gave “birth” to.  

 Not only that but the “dragon” they teach is the “mortal mind” trying to destroy the 

“sacred writings” contained in “Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures” which was 

written by Mary Baker Eddy. Not even close! 

 And I will give you one more 

 You see, there are those within the Protestant Church who feel this woman is the Church, 

but they have not thought this through.   

 You see, if this is the Church, and the Church is the virgin bride of Christ, as we are 

going to see we have a big problem because she is pregnant and gives birth to a child!   

 So, obviously this woman is not the Church! 

 In fact, it was not the Church that brought forth Jesus, it was Jesus who birthed the 

Church as He paid in full the penalty for our sins by shedding His blood on the cross of Calvary! 

 And, historically speaking, the Church didn’t start until Acts chapter 2 on the Day of 

Pentecost after Jesus died, rose, ascended back to heaven and the Holy Spirit was poured out. 

 But it was His death on the cross that gave life to the Church. 

 So who is this woman? 

 According to Biblical Hermeneutics, which is interpreting the Bible according to the 

grammatical-historical method, when God uses a symbol to speak forth a truth, the first time it is 

used in the Scriptures, (the law of first mention), that sets the standard for how it is used 

throughout the Scriptures.  

 Thus, to understand who this woman is, we have to go back to the book of Genesis. 
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 Remember the story of Jacob and his son Joseph who had two dreams in Genesis chapter 

37.   

 In his first dream he dreamed they were binding sheaves in the field and his sheaf stood 

tall and the others bowed before this one.  

 In other words, the brothers of Joseph would bow before him, and how do you think they 

felt about this?   

 We don’t have to guess because we are told in Genesis 37:8, “And his brothers said to 

him, ‘Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?’ So they 

hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.”   

 Then Joseph had another dream, and he didn’t learn from the first one and once again he 

told his brothers. And in Genesis 37:9 we are told, “Then he dreamed still another dream and 

told it to his brothers, and said, ‘Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the 

sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me.’”   

 Who is Joseph speaking of?  

 Folks, we don’t have to guess because in Genesis 37:10-11 we are told, “So he told it to 

his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, ‘What is this 

dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to 

bow down to the earth before you?’ And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the 

matter in mind.” Like I have said, let Scripture interpret Scripture!  

 So Jacob tells us that the sun and moon represented him and his wife and the eleven stars 

represented Joseph’s brothers, Joseph being the twelfth.   

 How does that apply to what we have read here in Revelation chapter 12 so far?   

 Let me ask you this?    
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 What or who came from Jacob and his 12 sons?   

 I will give you a hint; God changed his name to Israel!   

 You see, out of Jacob and his sons the nation of Israel was born and thus, this woman 

here in Revelation chapter 12 is speaking of the nation of Israel! 

 And in knowing that, we see the fulfilling of the Abrahamic Covenant by giving birth to 

the Messiah! (Revelation 12:2) 

 As you look at the nation of Israel, their history, the persecution they have endured since 

their birth, you can understand why this woman is travailing in pain.   

 In fact, as I have said, this child who was to be born is none other than Jesus Christ, the 

Messiah and the time frame of his birth was when Israel was under Roman authority, Roman 

occupation, Roman oppression!   

 And as you look at Jesus, His genealogy, you will clearly see He was born from the 

nation of Israel, specifically from the tribe of Judah! (See Matthew 1:1-17, Luke 3:23-38).   

 It is as Paul said in Hebrews 7:14a, as we are told, “For it is evident that our Lord 

arose from Judah . . .”   

 And if you are still not sure if this child is Jesus, then just look down at Revelation 12:5, 

where we are told, “She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. 

And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.” 

 The Woman is – ISRAEL! 

 The Child is – JESUS! 

 I hope that is clear. Listen to what we are told next. 

 

 



578 

 

VERSES 3-4 

 In these verses we see the second sign spoken of. And this second sign is “a great, fiery 

red dragon” and this dragon opposes the plan of God. He is in total rebellion against God! 

 And for many, they want to know who this “fiery red dragon” is.  

 The answer is simple, and we don’t have to guess because the Bible makes it very clear.  

 Look at what we are told in Revelation 12:9, “So the great dragon was cast out, that 

serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 

earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Again, let the Scriptures interpret Scripture! 

 I think that is very clear, this character is none other than Lucifer, the fallen Cherub. 

 The word for “Devil” in the Greek is DIABOLOS and it means slanderer.   

 Also, the word for “Satan” in the Greek is SATANAS and it means adversary or 

opponent.  

 Make no mistake about it, his names reflect his character and his color, red, represents the 

result of his actions, DEATH!   

 John 8:44 tells us that this fallen angelic being was a “murderer from the beginning.” 

(See John 8:44) 

  And not only that, but when he speaks, he spews forth lies which flow naturally from his 

mouth. (See John 8:44) 

 Now on his head were ten horns, and he had seven heads and seven diadems or crowns. 

 The seven heads with the seven crowns speak of the seven world empires that Satan has 

used to defy God.   
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 We have seen six of these Gentile world empires so far. They were Egypt, Assyria, 

Babylon, Medo-Persian, Grecian, Roman and then the last world empire, a federation of ten 

nations out of the old Roman empire, which is represented by the ten horns here in Revelation 

chapter 12.  

 This last world empire is in its formation stages right now, ready to emerge on the scene. 

 In fact, they have already divided the world up into ten kingdoms, again, representing the 

ten toes of Daniel chapter 2! 

 Let me show you what I mean, and we will deal with this more when we get to 

Revelation chapter 17, this one-world government! 

 Way back in 1968 the Club of Rome had its beginnings with leaders from ten different 

countries gathering together for solutions to the world’s problems and their claim was that they 

had the answers for peace and prosperity for the world. 

 Then, on September 17, 1973 the Club of Rome released this report: Regionalized and 

Adaptive Model of the Global World System.  

 This document divides the world into ten political/economic regions that they call, 

interestingly enough, “kingdoms.”  

 And one of these Kingdoms is the United States, Canada and Mexico! 
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 What I find interesting is that what they said back in 1973 seems to follow the free trade 

agreements that have been made.  

 In fact, way back on July 18, 1993 Henry Kissinger, a CFR member and Trilateralist said 

the following in the Los Angeles Times concerning NAFTA: “What Congress will have before 

it is not a conventional trade agreement but the architecture of a new international system . . . 

a first step toward a new world order.”   

 The phrase “new world order” is speaking of this one world government.   

 Thus, these ten toes of the multi-metallic image of Daniel chapter 2 are the ten 

political/economic regions that will represent a one-world government in which we are moving 

quickly towards! And it is the Antichrist who will rule over all ten of these kingdoms or empires! 
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 Also, way back on October 24, 2011 Vatican officials accidently call for the 

establishment of a One World Global “Authority” to regulate financial markets and national 

governments. I don’t think it was accidental, they know exactly what they are doing.  

 This is what we are told of this, 

 The Vatican called on Monday for the establishment of a “global public authority” and 

a “central world bank” to rule over financial institutions that have become outdated and often 

ineffective in dealing fairly with crises. The document from the Vatican’s Justice and Peace 

department should please the “Occupy Wall Street” demonstrators and similar movements 

around the world who have protested against the economic downturn. 

- Reuters, October 24, 2011, Philip Pullella,  

Vatican Calls for Global Authority on Economy,  

Raps “Idolatry of The Market” 

 

 We need to understand where we are headed, and it is just like the Bible tells us! 

 Now, also here in Revelation chapter 12, in speaking of the dragon, it says that “His tail 

drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth . . .”   

 Who do these stars represent?   

 I believe that the stars spoken of here are angels, fallen angels.   

 We are told in Ezekiel chapter 28 that Lucifer was created by God and was the anointed 

Cherub who was in charge of the heavenly realm.   

 But we are told in Isaiah chapter 14 that pride caused him to fall, and when he rebelled 

against God, he took with him 1/3 of the angelic hosts.   

 These fallen angels are the demonic forces we read about in the Scriptures. 

 Like man, it seems that the angels have a free will to serve their creator or not.   
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 As hard as it is to believe, this deceiver was able to convince many angelic hosts to 

follow him, and he is leading many men and women in that same direction.   

 We need to be wise to his devices, his schemes, and not fall prey to them.  

 Satan, being created by God, has limitations. He can only be in one place at a time. But 

like any good general, he doesn’t have to do everything himself. He has his demonic forces, 

fallen angels, to assist him in this rebellion against God. 

 How many angels did God create?   

 Hebrews 12:22 says that there are “. . .an innumerable company of angels.” 

 Thus, with 1/3 of the angels siding with Satan, you can see how large his forces are.  

 If you remember as Jesus came to the country of the Gadarenes, there was the man with 

an unclean spirit. When Jesus asked these demonic spirits what their name was, their response 

was, “. . . ‘My name is Legion; for we are many.’” Mark 5:9.   

 That was just in one man and as we move into verse 7 of Revelation chapter 12, we will 

see a war break out between God’s holy angels and Satan’s demonic angels. 

 And we see here the key to the anti-Semitism in the world today, and in the past.   

 Satan has always been against the plan of God, and he continues to do so.   

 Here we see him ready to destroy the Christ-child as He is about to be born. And to truly 

understand what this is all about and get a glimpse of where spiritual warfare began, we need to 

go back once again to the book of Genesis. 

 It was after the fall of Adam and Eve, that God pronounced His judgment upon Satan.   
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 We read starting in Genesis chapter 3, verse 14, “So the LORD God said to the 

serpent: ‘Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than 

every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of 

your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 

her Seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.’” Genesis 3:14-15. 

 Way back in the book of Genesis we see God’s plan of redemption through the seed of 

the woman.  

 Thus, Satan’s line of attack has been laid out, he will try to destroy the woman’s seed.  

 This process began with Cain’s murder of Able, and thus the seed was destroyed, or so he 

thought.   

 That was not the case as Eve had another son, Seth, from which the Messiah was to 

come. 

 We can move on to Genesis chapter 6 and we see Satan contaminate the human race 

except for Noah and his family.  

 We read of Noah that he “. . . was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked 

with God.” Genesis 6:9.  

 Thus, God destroys the rest of the human race with a flood, except for Noah and his 

family, from which the Messiah would come. Again, Satan’s plan is foiled! 

 Then Pharaoh tried to destroy the Hebrew baby boys by killing them.   

 He said to the Hebrew midwives, “. . . ‘When you do the duties of a midwife for the 

Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if 

it is a daughter, then she shall live.’” Exodus 1:16. 
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 But his plan was foiled again, and the one who was to lead Israel from their bondage in 

Egypt, Moses, was taken as a child from the river by Pharaoh’s daughter and raised in Pharaoh’s 

house.   

 Not only that, but it was Moses own mother that was paid to nurse this child and care for 

him.   

 God does have a great sense of humor. Think about it. The male child who was to be 

killed ended up in the house of Pharaoh, next in line to the throne! 

 Again, during the time of Esther, when King Ahasuerus was King over Persia, Satan tried 

to destroy the Jews by the hand of Haman.   

 We read in Esther chapter 3, “When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay 

him homage, Haman was filled with wrath.  But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai 

alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy 

all the Jews who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus - the people of 

Mordecai.” Esther 3:5-6. 

  But his plot to destroy Mordecai and the Jewish people failed and the gallows which were 

built to hang Mordecai upon were used to hang Haman himself on.  

 And you can see throughout the Bible Satan’s plan to destroy the seed of the woman to 

prevent the birth of the Messiah. 

 It has been said that “Satan has always known from Genesis 3:15 God’s plan - that the 

seed of the woman should bruise the Serpent’s head. All Satanic activities are carried under 

the double motive of ambition to rule and be worshiped, and hatred toward the one whom God 

has chosen to take the kingdom Satan has usurped.” 
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 And as you read these instances of the attempted destruction of the Jews, you will notice 

that the more details God gives us regarding where the Messiah is to come from, we see Satan 

focus his forces in that direction.   

 Paul in Galatians 3:16 tells us this fact. He said “Now to Abraham and his Seed were 

the promises made. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your 

Seed,’ who is Christ.” 

 Thus, we see at the birth of Christ, the host of hell rising up to destroy Him.   

 Working through King Herod, his plan was put into action. This King, once he found out 

that the Christ-child was born, he attempted to locate his dwelling place by deceiving the wise 

men that came to see Jesus.   

 When the wise men were warned in a dream of what was happening, they fled and did 

not go back to King Herod.   

 When the plan failed, we read in Matthew 2:16, “Then Herod, when he saw that he 

was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death 

all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and 

under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.”  

 That is not just evil, that is demonic! 

 But before Herod could destroy the seed of the woman, before he could destroy Jesus, 

Joseph, his stepfather, was warned in a dream and they fled to Egypt where they remained until 

the death of Herod. Satan’s plan was foiled once again. 
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 But on that day Jesus was crucified, almost 2,000 years ago, as the lifeless body of Jesus 

hung on the cross of Calvary, I’m sure there were victory celebrations in the kingdom of 

darkness. The seed of the woman is dead! The demonic hosts of darkness were victorious. They 

had finally won, or had they? 

 If you remember back in Genesis, Satan was only going to bruise the heel of Christ, not a 

death blow.   

 As dark as that day was, Sunday morning was coming!   

 As lifeless as the body of Christ was as it laid in the tomb, Sunday morning was coming!  

 In Acts 2:22-24 we are told, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 

Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him 

in your midst, as you yourselves also know - Him, being delivered by the determined 

purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and 

put to death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not 

possible that He should be held by it.”   

 The demonic forces did not win this battle, and soon the serpent will receive his death 

blow, for Christ shall bruise his head! 

 Then if the victory has been won by Christ on the cross of Calvary, why is Satan still 

trying to destroy the Jews?   

 I believe the reason is as simple as this. I believe that it is the Jewish people who will 

petition the Lord’s return.  
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 In Hosea 5:15-6:1 we read “‘I will return again to My place till they acknowledge their 

offense. Then they will seek My face; in their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.’ Come, 

and let us return to the LORD; for He has torn, but He will heal us; he has stricken, but He 

will bind us up.” 

 The Lord was raised in glory, but He will return as the Jews call upon Him to return as 

they receive Him as their Lord and Savior! 

 In fact, that is what Jesus said in Matthew 23:37-39, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 

your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 

willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till 

you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’”  

 If Satan destroys the Jews, they will not be able to petition Christ’s return.   

 Thus, we saw it with Hitler, killing over 6 million Jews, the attempt to wipe out these 

people. But again, Satan’s plan was foiled!  

 And as much as the world revolted over these atrocities, we see in Europe, the United 

States, the Middle East, Germany, and around the world, a dramatic increase in anti-Semitism. 

Many Jews are fearful, and many won’t even acknowledge that they are Jewish because of the 

repercussions they may face! Make no mistake about it, things seem to be out of control, and as 

we will see in this chapter, this kind of hatred for the Jews will grow and grow and the Antichrist 

will try and destroy them. He will try and completely wipe them out.   

 And this persecution against the Jews will continue until the times of the Gentiles comes 

to an end and the Lord returns to set up His Kingdom on this earth. No longer will the Jews be 

trampled underfoot by the Gentiles! (Luke 21:24). 
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 Listen to what John tells us next about the nation of Israel and what they will bring forth! 

 

VERSE 5 

 I know I have read some of these verses already, but I want you to see how this is played 

out. 

 I have spoken why there is such a hatred of the Jewish people and why Satan wants to 

destroy them, to destroy the plan of God. 

 And, as I read in Hosea, and I will add a verse to it, listen carefully once again. We are 

looking at Hosea 5:15-16:2 where we are told, “‘I will return again to My place Till they 

acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; In their affliction they will 

earnestly seek Me.’ Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will 

heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. After two days He will revive us; On the 

third day He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight.”   

 God became flesh and dwelt among us, paid in full the penalty for our sins, but the 

Jewish people, as a nation rejected Him.  

 Thus, He returned to heaven till “they acknowledge their offense.”   

 It has been almost 2,000 years since their rejection of Jesus, their offense against God and 

that third day is the millennial reign of Christ, I believe.  

 You see, He is coming back, and the Jews will call upon Him!  

 Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 23:39 as He spoke to the nation of Israel, “for I 

say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the LORD!’”   
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 Thus, to prevent this, Satan, the Antichrist and his forces will try to wipe out the Jews.  

 But make no mistake about it, He is coming back!   

 In Revelation 1:7 we are told, “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will 

see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of 

Him. Even so, Amen.”   

 And in Matthew 24:30 we are told, “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 

heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”   

 We long for that day! 

 And listen again to what we have read here in Revelation 12:5, “She bore a male Child 

who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His 

throne.” 

 Jesus Christ was born from the seed of the woman, from the nation of Israel.   

 In His first coming He was born to die. He died so we may live.  

 But in His second coming He is to rule the nations.  

 We read in Isaiah 9:6-7, “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 

government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 

peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and 

establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will perform this.” 
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 Jesus Christ is coming back to sit on the throne of David to rule the nations of the world 

with a rod of iron. His is coming to fulfill His promise to the Jewish people to rule and reign 

upon the throne of David and His Kingdom is everlasting.   

 Psalm 2 also speaks of Christ reigning from the throne over the nations of the world.   

 We read beginning in verse 7, “I will declare the decree: the LORD has said to Me, 

‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for 

Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with 

a rod of iron; you shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” Psalm 2:7-9. 

 But before this takes place there was the cross of Calvary. The death and resurrection of 

Christ.  

 And He was caught up to heaven, to the throne of God.  

 Of this time, we read in Acts 1:9-11, after Jesus told His disciples that they will be 

empowered for service, “Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly 

toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also 

said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into 

heaven.’” 

 As Christians, we await the Lords return for His bride, the church. It is then we will meet 

Him in the air, and what a joyous reunion that will be.   

 But when Christ returns to set-up His Kingdom, every eye will see Him as He returns in 

glory. And we will return with Him! 
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 Now we have talked about the persecution of the Jews since the time of Abraham, and it 

continues on today and will continue on into the Tribulation Period. And that is what John is 

going to speak of next, the persecution of the Jews and what they are going to do! 

 Let me share these words with you to set the stage for what we will be talking about next. 

We are told,  

 In spite of all of Satan’s relentless efforts to prevent it, the woman (Israel) gave birth to a 

son. The incarnation of the male child, the Lord Jesus Christ, “who was born of a descendant of 

David according to the flesh” (Rom 1:3; cf. Rom 9:5), was the fulfillment of prophecy (cf. Gen 

3:15; Isa 7:14; 9:6; Mic 5:2).  

 Israel brought forth the Messiah. The Bible emphasizes that Jesus was of Jewish lineage. 

 He was a son of Abraham (Matt 1:1), a member of the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:10; Mic 

5:2; Rev 5:5), and a descendant of David (Matt 1:1; cf. 2 Sam 7:12-16). 

 Nor will Satan be able to hinder Christ’s coronation; He will rule all the nations with a 

rod of iron during His earthly, millennial kingdom (v. 10; 2:26-27; 11:15; 19:15). Ps 2:7-9 

indicates that this rule is a breaking, shattering work of judgment. In fact, the verb poimainœ 

 (rule) carries the connotation of “destroy,” as it does in 2:27.  

 The Messiah will come and destroy all the nations (19:11-21) and in His kingdom have 

dominion over the nations that enter to populate that kingdom.  

 An iron rod is also one that cannot be broken. Just as all of Satan’s past efforts to hinder 

Christ have failed, so also will his future efforts fail (cf. 11:15).  

 The phrase rod of iron speaks of the resoluteness [steadfastness] of Christ’s rule; He will 

swiftly and immediately judge all sin and put down any rebellion. 
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 Between Christ’s incarnation and His coronation came His exaltation, when He was 

caught up to God and to His throne at His ascension.  

 Christ’s exaltation signifies the Father’s acceptance of His work of redemption (Heb 1:3). 

Satan could not stop Christ from accomplishing redemption and therefore being exalted to the 

right hand of the Father as a perfect Savior.  

 In his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, Peter declared, “God raised [Christ] up again, 

putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power” 

(Acts 2:24). 

 But though he is a defeated foe, Satan will not give up. Unable to stop Christ’s birth, 

ascension, or rule, Satan still assaults His people.  

 He has already instigated the genocidal massacre of Jews in Europe, as well as the death 

of countless thousands throughout history.  

 During the Tribulation, Satan will increase his efforts to destroy the Jewish people, so 

that the nation cannot be saved as the Bible promises (Zech 12:10-13:1; Rom 11:25-27). And so 

that there will be none left alive to enter the millennial kingdom, he will seek to kill believing 

Jews. As always, Israel will be his prime target. 

- John MacArthur, Revelation 12 

 

 Exactly!  

 Now look at what John says next. 
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VERSE 6 

 Of this, Warren Wiersbe wrote,  

 God has permitted His people to suffer under the despotism [tyranny] of these rulers, 

but He has also enabled His people to experience great victories, even in martyrdom. They 

have been true overcomers! Then He has brought deliverance, only to have the cycle repeat 

itself, with each succeeding dictatorship worse than the previous one. The climax will come 

with the appearance of the Antichrist in his time (2 Thess 2).  

- Warren Wiersbe, The Wiersbe Bible Commentary – NT, p. 1064 

 

 Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 24:15-22, “‘Therefore when you see the 

“abomination of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place’ 

(whoever reads, let him understand), ‘then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him 

who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to 

those who are nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter 

or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 

beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were 

shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.’” 

 We see here in Matthew chapter 24 that Jesus said that the Jews will flee to the 

wilderness, the mountains after they see the abomination of desolation take place.  

 This is taking place and the midpoint of the seven-year Tribulation period, after the 

Antichrist enters the rebuilt Temple of God and demands to be worshiped as God. 
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 It is then that Jesus warned the Jews to flee for their lives, not even returning home to get 

their belongings. And I believe it is here that the Jews will recognize that the Antichrist is not 

their Messiah! 

 It is there, in the wilderness, that God will protect them for the last 3½ years of the seven-

year Tribulation Period, protecting them from the Antichrist.   

 The area that they will flee to is the area of Petra, which is located today in modern day 

Jordan.   

 Daniel speaks of this area and makes an interesting comment. He says that the area of 

Edom, Moab, and Ammon will be spared from the attacks of the Antichrist.   

 This is what we are told in Daniel 11:41, “He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and 

many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, 

and the prominent people of Ammon.” 

 The vengeance, the anger of the Antichrist is being poured out and yet, for Edom, Moab 

and Ammon, they will be spared, but why? 

 I believe it is the area in which the Jews will flee to, and God will protect them during 

this time, the area of Petra. 
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 We see in Isaiah 16:1-4 another indication of this.   

 We read “Send the lamb to the ruler of the land, from Sela to the wilderness, to the 

mount of the daughter of Zion. For it shall be as a wandering bird thrown out of the nest; 

so shall be the daughters of Moab at the fords of the Arnon. Take counsel, execute 

judgment; make your shadow like the night in the middle of the day; hide the outcasts, do 

not betray him who escapes. Let My outcasts dwell with you, O Moab; be a shelter to them 

from the face of the spoiler. For the extortioner is at an end, devastation ceases, the 

oppressors are consumed out of the land.”   

 Sela is another name for Petra. 

 This area, known as Petra, was a huge commercial center during the time of Solomon.  

 This commercial center was built on the sandstone cliffs with a narrow opening some 10-

12 feet wide and it zigzags back and forth, making it very difficult to attack.   

 Today it is a ghost town, except for tourists. But it can hold some 1.5 million people!  

 Gladstone took some 7,000 copies of the New Testament and his book “When Jesus 

Returns” and placed them in protective cases throughout the area for those Jews who will take 

residence there in the Tribulation Period.   

 Are they still there, we don’t know, but one day the Jews will flee there for safety and 

they will turn to Jesus for their salvation! 

 Also, in Isaiah 63 I want you to see one of the places that the Lord goes to and it is kind 

of a strange place, unless you understand who is there waiting and I believe petitioning Jesus to 

come. 
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 In Isaiah 63:1-6 we are told, “Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments 

from Bozrah, This One who is glorious in His apparel, Traveling in the greatness of His 

strength? ‘I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.’ Why is Your apparel red, And 

Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? ‘I have trodden the winepress alone, 

And from the peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden them in My anger, And 

trampled them in My fury; Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, And I have stained 

all My robes. For the day of vengeance is in My heart, And the year of My redeemed has 

come. I looked, but there was no one to help, And I wondered That there was no one to 

uphold; Therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; And My own fury, it sustained 

Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, Made them drunk in My fury, And 

brought down their strength to the earth.’” 

 Keep in mind that this is speaking of the second coming of Jesus Christ and from the 

blood being on His garments, it would seem that this is after the Battle of Armageddon! 

 Also keep in mind that Edom was named after Esau, Jacob’s older brother and as you 

look at the Scriptures, Edom is a type of the flesh. Bozrah was one of the capital cities in Edom. 

This area known as Edom is located southeast of the Dead Sea. 

 What I want you to also notice is that He is coming from Bozrah, from Edom and I 

believe He is returning to Jerusalem.  

 The Lord makes His way from Lebanon to the wilderness of Kadesh to Bozrah and then 

returning to set His feet on the Mount of Olives. It is the Valley of Megiddo moving southward 

to Edom and then back to Jerusalem! 

 And the distance from Lebanon southward is about 200 miles!  
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 Revelation 14:20 says, “And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood 

came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred 

furlongs.” 

 In other words, those who have rejected the Lord, those who have turned their backs on 

Christ are likened to grapes that have been placed in a winepress and crushed with their blood 

staining the Lord’s garments.  

 Again, many have a hard time with this picture, but Revelation chapter 14 shows us that 

this is the Lord, and it is the Lord who will crush the wicked! 

 In Revelation 14:14-20 we are told, “Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on 

the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand 

a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him 

who sat on the cloud, ‘Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.’ So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on 

the earth, and the earth was reaped. Then another angel came out of the temple which is in 

heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had 

power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, 

‘Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes 

are fully ripe.’ So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the 

earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was 

trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, 

for one thousand six hundred furlongs.” Revelation 14:14-20.  
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 As we have seen, for almost 200 miles there is the remains of lives that have been 

crushed by God’s wrath with their blood either flowing or being splashed some 4 to 5 feet up on 

the horses’ bridle.  

 God’s plan of judgment of a Christ rejecting world and taking possession of the earth 

back from Satan is unfolding quickly.  

 Next time we will look at a war that will break out, not on the earth, but in heaven!  

 And we also will see a war on the earth as the Antichrist unleashes his power and he 

comes against the Jewish people!  

 Let me leave you this evening with these words of encouragement from Jesus as He 

began His earthly ministry as He quotes out of the book of Isaiah.  

 He said, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed 

Me to preach good tidings to the poor; he has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; To 

proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

comfort all who mourn.”   

 Don’t reject the Lamb of God who has come to take away the sins of the world, because 

He is returning as the Lion from the tribe of Judah, pouring out His wrath upon those who have 

rejected Him and are living in sin before Him! 

 

 

 

 


