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REVELATION 6:7-17 

 

 

 

 

 Please turn in your Bibles this evening to Revelation chapter 6 as we continue our study 

through the Word of God, and we will finish this chapter this evening. 

 Last time we began to look at the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse and the unleashing 

of these judgments correspond to Jesus opening the seals on the scroll. These are known as the 

Seal Judgments.  

 And keep in mind that the seventh seal contains the seven trumpet judgments (Revelation 

8:1–11:19) and the seventh trumpet (Revelation 11:15) contains the seven bowl judgments 

(16:1–21).  

 In other words, the 7 seals contain all the judgments of God poured out upon the earth -

from the coming of the Antichrist all the way to the end with the return of Jesus Christ. 

 And if you remember from our last study, we saw the first seal opened and the Antichrist 

was unleashed upon this world. 

 From there we moved to the opening of the second seal, and we saw great wars breaking 

out. 

 And we then looked at the opening of the third seal which speaks of famine upon the land 

and the only ones who were not affected by this famine were the rich! 

 Keep in mind that these are the beginning of the birth pains that will lead into what the 

Bible calls the Great Tribulation or those last 3½ years of the seven-year Tribulation Period. 

 Now some have a problem with this being a judgment from God and out of that they hold 

that the Rapture does not occur until the midpoint or just after the midpoint of the Tribulation 

Period. 
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 Their reasoning goes like this. We don’t see the word “tribulation” or THLIPSIS in the 

Greek used for these first 3½ years and thus, this is not a judgment of God.  

 First of all, even if we just consider this the beginning of birth pains as Jesus said in 

Matthew 24:8, the beginning of sorrows, it doesn’t mean it is not part of labor for the woman. 

When labor begins it will continue on until the birth of the child. When God pours out His wrath 

upon this earth it will continue on until the birth of the Kingdom Age! 

 In John 16:21, listen to what Jesus has to say, “A woman, when she is in labor, has 

sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no 

longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.” 

 Now we may miss the point in English, but in the Greek, the word for “anguish” is 

THLIPSIS in the Greek or – TRIBULATION! 

 In other words, as the labor begins so does the Tribulation Period. And yes, as the woman 

gets closer and closer to the birth of her child, the pains get closer together and more intense. 

 And the same is true here with the Tribulation Period. As the birth of the Kingdom Age 

gets closer the wrath of God being poured out gets more intense and these things happen closer 

and closer together! 

 Thus, if this is the start of the Tribulation Period, the opening of this first seal, which it is, 

that means the church has been taken home to be with the Lord! I hope that is clear! 

 This evening we are going to pick up looking at the opening of the fourth seal and keep in 

mind that these things are taking place in the first half of the seven-year Tribulation Period. 

 With that as our background, let’s begin reading in Revelation chapter 6, beginning in 

verse 7 and let’s see what the Lord has for us as we study through His Word. 
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REVELATION 6 

 

VERSES 7-8 

 Here we see the fourth seal opened and the coming forth of the fourth horseman of the 

Apocalypse. And this horseman is riding a pale horse or an ashen horse; it is the color of death!   

 And we are told that, “Death, and Hades followed with him.” 

 What is the point here? 

 I think what is being said is that Death claims the physical body and Hades claims the 

soul! 

 And if this is not the wrath of God, then I am missing something. Think about this, as this 

judgment of God goes forth, ¼ of the earth’s population will be killed by the sword, by hunger, 

by pestilence and by the beasts of the earth. 

 Let me put that into perspective for you.   

 There are almost 8 billion people living on this earth and if ¼ of them were killed that 

would mean 2 billion people would die!   

 Some have estimated that by the year 2025 the earth’s population will reach 9 billion 

people.  

 If that is the case, then this rider will destroy 2.25 billion people! 

 Again, to put that into perspective for you, if I were to count to 1 billion at the rate of 1 

per second, it would take me nearly 32 years to count that high!   

 And can you imagine the devastating effects when 2 billion or 2.25 billion people are 

wiped out! 

 Notice how this devastation comes about.  
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 First, we are told it will be by the sword or during warfare!   

 We can look back into our recent past and see the millions of men, women and children 

that have been killed in the various wars that have occurred.   

 In fact, it has been estimated that well over 100 million people were killed in wars on this 

earth just in the 19th century, and folks, as we can see, it is only going to get worse. 

 And that is what that second seal, the rider on the fiery red horse brought forth, war and 

now we see the devastating effects of war! 

 John also speaks of hunger or famine, and I do understand that there has always been a 

problem of famine throughout history, but this one is going to be the worst ever.   

 And today we see the concern and we have not even started the Tribulation Period! 

 Let me share this with you. We are told, 

 At least 155 million people are facing acute hunger because of conflict, economic shocks 

and extreme weather, a new report has found. The Global Report on Food Crises 2021 says the 

COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically increased the risk of severe hunger in some regions of the 

world. 

 The figure marks a new five-year high for global food crises, which affected 55 countries 

or territories in 2020. The publishers of the report issued a stark warning, saying “If current 

trends are not reversed, food crises will increase in frequency and severity.” 

 In 2020, 20 million more people than in 2019 experienced acute food insecurity at “crisis 

or worse levels,” the report found. 

- https://bit.ly/3yvXDto 
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 So we see how fragile this food system is and it would not take much, be it manufactured 

or real, to see people starve to death and it will be like that in the Tribulation Period! 

 The World Health Organization estimated that approximately one-third of the world is 

well fed, one-third is underfed, and one-third is starving. And yet, when compared to what is 

coming, this is nothing! 

 Next, we see John speak of death and in this context, it is referring primarily to various 

diseases that cause death. Did you know that more Union and Confederate soldiers died from 

disease during the Civil War than were killed in battle!   

 The influenza outbreak of 1918-1919 killed an estimated 30 million people! 

 During this time pestilence will run rampant, especially with all the decaying bodies 

spread about this land.  

 Look what we have seen world-wide with just the Covid-19 outbreak, and it has not 

ended. We are still dealing with this.  

 And we now have the ability for people to travel around the world, and to do so in a day 

and because of that we can clearly see that the spread of diseases can happen very quickly, as we 

saw with Covid-19. 

 And remember back in the fourteenth century and what is known as the Black Death that 

wiped out one-fourth of Europe’s population by this rat-borne disease known as the Bubonic 

Plague.  

 So it is serious and we have seen nothing to compare with what this will be like, we only 

have a glimpse! 

 Now, besides deadly diseases, this can also be speaking of natural disasters like a flood, 

earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and-so-on.   
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 And it may even speak of biological and chemical weapons that are unleashed. In any 

case, it is not good, it is devastating! 

 The last point that John makes here is that many will die by the wild beasts. You see, 

when famine strikes this land, humans are not the only ones affected. When devastating wars 

ravage the land, humans are not the only ones affected. All of creation is and they fight back just 

to survive.   

 Let me give you this example and believe me, this is nothing compared to what is 

coming.  

 Let me share this with you and just to show you how quickly things can change. We are 

told,  

 The endless megadrought in our western states is having a lot of unexpected 

consequences, and this includes a plague of rattlesnakes. According to the Daily Mail, 

rattlesnakes have been moving into urban areas in California in large numbers because of the 

exceedingly dry conditions . . .  

 Rattlesnakes are everywhere these days, he says - on front porches, in potted plants, and 

under children’s play equipment. “I am busier than I have ever been. Complaints are coming in 

from all over the state.” 

 The megadrought in our western states has also created a plague of grasshoppers.  

It turns out that the little critters absolutely love the hot, dry conditions, and they have been 

multiplying like crazy.  

 Federal officials are extremely concerned, and they are gearing up for “their largest 

grasshopper-killing campaign since the 1980s” . . .  

- Newsbytes, July 7, 2021 
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 Now, I am not trying to scare you, well, maybe I am.   

 You see, if Jesus is not your Lord and Savior you need to be scared because this is what 

awaits you if you enter into the Tribulation Period.  

 And if you die before, you have an even worse fate, Hell!   

 But for those that know the Lord, this judgment is not for us, we will be removed before 

that first seal is ever opened.  

 This too is a judgment of God, the pale or ashen horse with his rider who brings death 

upon this land, ¼ of the earth’s population will die in this judgment – the fourth seal! 

 Now, when do these things come to pass?   

 How do they fit into the seven-year Tribulation Period?   

 Turn to Matthew chapter 24, a section that is known as the Olivet Discourse because 

Jesus taught His men these things as they sat upon the Mount of Olives there in Jerusalem.   

 And He is sharing with His men the things that will take place before His Second 

Coming, the things that will take place during the Tribulation Period.   

 In Matthew chapter 24, beginning in verse 4, we are told, “And Jesus answered and 

said to them: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, 

“I am the Christ,” and will deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. 

See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  

For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 

famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of 

sorrows.” Matthew 24:4-8. 

 Notice how Jesus opens up this discussion. Do not be deceived and He speaks of many 

claiming to be the Messiah, the Christ.   
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 I believe it is talking about multitudes that believe they are god, and we see this thought 

growing as New Age beliefs are being embraced by many, even in the church! 

 And we also know that there is going to be one man who steps forward who is going to 

make this claim and that is the Antichrist. And many will be deceived by his claims, his false 

peace that he is proclaiming because sudden destruction is going to come.   

 As you read what Jesus said here it also can be a picture of the rider on the white horse, 

the Antichrist – the first seal. 

 Next Jesus speaks of wars, World Wars, civil wars all kinds of conflicts that are going on. 

This, I believe speaks of the rider on the red horse as wars break forth on the earth – the second 

seal. 

 Then Jesus speaks of the devastating famine that will come upon this land. This, I believe 

speaks of the rider on the black horse where food is scarce for the poor, but not for the wealthy – 

the third seal. 

 And then Jesus speaks of pestilences, and earthquakes that will take place. Again, I 

believe this speaks of the rider on the pale or ashen horse – the fourth seal. 

 Now, the $100,000 question is, “When do these four horsemen of the Apocalypse come 

onto the scene? Where do they fit into the Tribulation Period?”   

 I want you to notice what Jesus said in Matthew 24:8, “All these are the beginning of 

sorrows.”   

 The Amplified Bible puts this verse like this, “All this is but the beginning [the early 

pains] of the birth pangs [of the intolerable anguish].”   

 The Living Bible puts it this way, “But all this will be only the beginning of the 

horrors to come.”   



349 

 

 And The New American Standard Bible says, “But all these things are merely the 

beginning of birth pangs.”   

 Notice that this is the beginning of sorrows, the beginning of birth pains, the early pains, 

it is just the beginning of what is to come, the horrors to come!   

 You see, the Tribulation Period is divided up into two sections.   

 The first 3½ years of this seven-year Tribulation Period is known as the beginning of 

sorrows while the last 3½ years of the seven-year Tribulation Period is known as the Great 

Tribulation! 

 Ladies, if you have ever given birth to a child, you can understand what is being spoken 

of here. When the labor begins the contractions are mild and they are far apart. But as the birth of 

the baby gets closer, the contractions get harder, and they get closer together. And before the 

baby is born the pain is intense.   

 The first 3½ years of the Tribulation Period are bad, but they are just the beginning of 

sorrows.  

 You see, those last 3½ years we will see a rapid fire of God’s judgment upon a Christ 

rejecting world – the Great Tribulation!   

 Amos tells us, “Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! For what good is the 

day of the LORD to you? It will be darkness, and not light. It will be as though a man fled 

from a lion, And a bear met him!  Or as though he went into the house, Leaned his hand on 

the wall, And a serpent bit him! Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light? Is it 

not very dark, with no brightness in it?” Amos 5:18-20.  

 It is as Joel said, “. . . For strong is the One who executes His word.  For the day of 

the LORD is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?” Joel 2:11b. 
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 And so, I believe that these first four seals that Jesus opens occur during the first 3½ 

years of the seven-year Tribulation Period or during a time that is called the beginning of 

sorrows.   

 And then, beginning with the fifth seal being opened we are moving into the Great 

Tribulation or the second half of the seven-year Tribulation Period!   

 

VERSES 9-11 

 Here we see the fifth seal opened and as you read this you can clearly see that these saints 

are those who have put their faith in Jesus Christ and His Word and have been put to death 

because of their faith! 

 Now this is a little difficult because we said that these seal judgments are from God, His 

wrath and it would seem like He is pouring out His wrath on these believers, and we know that 

can’t be right. So what is going on here? 

 This fifth seal judgment is not the martyrdom of God’s people; it could not be a judgment 

from God upon His people. I want you to be clear on that. 

 It would seem that this seal judgment is the prayers of those tribulation martyrs for God 

to exact His holy and righteous vengeance upon them, upon those who have murdered them, 

those who have rejected Jesus Christ!   

 We are told in Psalm 9:12, “When He avenges blood, He remembers them; He does 

not forget the cry of the humble.”   

 And in Luke 18:7-8 we are told, “And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out 

day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them 

speedily. . . .”   
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 God will answer these prayers for they are prayers that are in accordance with His will!   

 Now the big question and an important question is this. “Who are these people?” 

 These martyred saints are those who have come to Christ during the Tribulation Period 

and thus, we are moving through the half-way mark of the seven year Tribulation Period and into 

the second half, as the Antichrist is clamping down on believers in a powerful way! 

 Now some would like to say that this is speaking of the Church, and we have seen 

persecution against the Church since it began almost 2,000 years ago. But the persecution today 

is from the world, and it is not God pouring out His wrath upon a Christ rejecting world.  

 And yes, this is not God’s judgment upon them, but even when God is judging the 

wicked, they are affected by this as the wicked can’t fight against God so they try to destroy 

God’s people! 

 Let me show you what I mean because I am very confident on this, John is not speaking 

of the Church here in Revelation chapter 6.   

 In Revelation 7:13-15 we are told, “Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, 

‘Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?’ And I said to him, 

‘Sir, you know.’ So he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 

and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are 

before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on 

the throne will dwell among them.’”   

 So specifically, these saints are the ones who have come out of the Tribulation Period and 

have been martyred for their faith in Jesus Christ, as I have said.  
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 In saying that, it means that this can’t be speaking of the Church, remember what Jesus 

said in His letter to the church in Philadelphia in Revelation 3:10, “Because you have kept My 

command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon 

the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”   

 Jesus is saying that He will keep us out of this time of trial that is coming upon this earth, 

upon the earth dwellers, not His children, we will be kept out of this day! 

 Not only that, but in Revelation 13:7 we are told of what the Antichrist will do, “It was 

granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was 

given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.”   

 The Amplified Bible puts it like this, “He was further permitted to wage war on God’s 

holy people (the saints) and to overcome them. And power was given him to extend his 

authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation, [Dan 7:21,25.]”   

 And The Living Bible puts it this way, “The Dragon gave him power to fight against 

God’s people and to overcome them, and to rule over all nations and language groups 

throughout the world.”   

 Now if you have any doubt about this being the Church here in Revelation chapter 6, this 

should clear it up.   

 In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”   

 Do you see that? Jesus is saying that against His Church the gates of Hell shall not 

overcome or prevail against them and yet, in Revelation 13:7 it seems to be saying the exact 

opposite, why?  



353 

 

 Because that is not the Church that is spoken of there in Revelation chapters 6 or 7 or 13, 

they are the Tribulation Saints or those that have come to the Lord during the Tribulation Period. 

 I hope that clears it up for you, there is a big difference between the Church and the 

Tribulation Saints as you can see. 

 When are these saints martyred for their faith during this 7-year Tribulation Period?  

 Again, let’s look back to what Jesus said in Matthew chapter 24 in a section that is known 

as the Olivet Discourse as Jesus gives to His men the signs of His Second Coming.   

 In Matthew 24:9-10 we are told, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill 

you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be 

offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.”   

 According to what transpires after this it would seem that this martyrdom occurs 

probably late in the first 3½ years of the 7-year Tribulation Period and will continue on and 

become more intense during those last 3½ years or what is known as the Great Tribulation.   

 You see, as you continue on reading in this section of Matthew chapter 24 you come to 

verse 15, which speaks of the abomination of desolation where the Antichrist enters the rebuilt 

Temple in Jerusalem and demands to be worshiped as God.  

 This is the middle of the 7-year Tribulation Period that the abomination of desolation 

occurs and thus, these saints begin to be martyred somewhere in those first 3½ years, and like I 

said, probably towards the end of it and that persecution will continue all the way until the end! 

 Here in verse 9 of Revelation chapter 6 it speaks of these martyred saints being under the 

altar, what is that all about?  
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 In Leviticus 4:7 we are told that the priest, “. . . shall pour the remaining blood of the 

bull at the base of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of 

meeting.”   

 It is very possible that John is telling us that their lifeblood was poured out as an offering 

to God. 

 In II Timothy 4:6-8 Paul tells us this as he waited to be put to death for his faith in Jesus 

Christ, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 

loved His appearing.”   

 Paul saw his life ending as a drink offering to the Lord, (Numbers 15:1-10). You see, first 

there was the burnt offering, then the grain offering, and lastly was the drink offering to the Lord.  

 It is as Hiebert said, “His whole life has been presented to God as a living sacrifice; 

now his death, comparable to the pouring out of the wine as the last act of the sacrificial 

ceremony, will complete his life.”   

 Paul said in Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service [spiritual worship].”   

 And thus, as these dear saints waited under the altar, their blood having been shed for 

their faith, it is like the blood being poured out upon the base of the altar of burnt offering. 

 Now why does the Antichrist, and for that matter, the world come against these saints of 

God?   
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 It is because of the Word of God, which they believed, and their testimony of God, which 

they held.   

 In other words, they will be a bright shining light in a world of darkness and the darkness 

will not like the light because it will expose their evil deeds and thus, they will try to extinguish 

it, put it out.   

 And think about the persecution that Christians face today and when the Church is 

removed, darkness will fill the land and thus, any sign of light that those who have come to the 

faith begin to shine, will try to be extinguished! 

 And notice their question, “How long?”  

 How long for what? 

 How long are they going to have to wait until those who have done these things to them 

will be judged?   

 Now you may be thinking, “Hey, what about grace? Aren’t we to forgive those who 

have done these things to us?” 

 Understand that the age of Grace has come to an end and God is pouring out His wrath 

upon a Christ rejecting world. Thus, their prayer is appropriate for the days that they are living 

in! 

 What does the Lord tell them? 

 Not to forgive but the Lord tells them to hang in there, to be patient, as soon as the 

complete number of their fellow brethren have been martyred for their faith, then He will act.   

 Now please understand this is not a spiteful request, but a desire to see Satan and the 

Antichrist destroyed, to see wickedness done away with and to see the Lord rule and reign in 

righteousness from Jerusalem. Folks, it truly is our cry too, “How long?” 
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VERSES 12-14 

 Remember what we have seen so far. The first four seals, with the unleashing of these 

Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are speaking of things that will happen during the first half of 

the Tribulation Period.  

 Then we came to the opening of the fifth seal and the martyred saints, and we said that 

this takes place from the first half of the Tribulation Period on into the second half of the 

Tribulation or what is called the Great Tribulation.  

 The sixth and seventh seal judgments take place during the last half of the Tribulation 

Period, and again, called the Great Tribulation.  

 Now, as we get to this sixth seal, we are into the Great Tribulation Period, and I believe 

this brings us all towards the end of the Tribulation Period.  

 Why do I say that?  

 Because, when you look at the events that are described here; the great earthquakes, the 

sun turning black, the moon becoming red like blood, the stars in heaven falling, the sky split 

apart and every mountain and island being moved out of its place, it has to occur very close to 

the end! 
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 In Joel chapter 2 we read of this time known as the Day of the Lord beginning in verse 

10, “The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, 

And the stars diminish their brightness. The LORD gives voice before His army, For His 

camp is very great; For strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD 

is great and very terrible; Who can endure it? . . . And I will show wonders in the heavens 

and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into 

darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the 

LORD.”  Joel 2:10-11, 30-31. 

 In Isaiah 24:17-23 we read of this time that is coming, “Fear and the pit and the snare 

Are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall be That he who flees from the noise of 

the fear Shall fall into the pit, And he who comes up from the midst of the pit Shall be 

caught in the snare; For the windows from on high are open, And the foundations of the 

earth are shaken. The earth is violently broken, The earth is split open, The earth is shaken 

exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, And shall totter like a hut; Its 

transgression shall be heavy upon it, And it will fall, and not rise again. It shall come to 

pass in that day That the LORD will punish on high the host of exalted ones, And on the 

earth the kings of the earth. They will be gathered together, As prisoners are gathered in 

the pit ,And will be shut up in the prison; After many days they will be punished. Then the 

moon will be disgraced And the sun ashamed; For the LORD of hosts will reign On Mount 

Zion and in Jerusalem And before His elders, gloriously.”   

 Now, let’s look at some of these events a little closer.  

 First of all, we read of this great earthquake, what is so special about this one?   
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 Think about it, there are earthquakes every single day, some that are big and some that 

are not so big, but everyday there are earthquakes!   

 Folks, nothing will compare with this one and not only is there a great earthquake, but the 

sun becomes dark, and the moon becomes like blood.   

 What is this all about?   

 Scientist Dr. Henry M. Morris explains how this might happen. He wrote, 

 The great earthquake described here . . . for the first time in history is worldwide in 

scope. Seismologist and geophysicists in recent years have learned a great deal about the 

structure of the earth and about the cause and nature of earthquakes. The earth’s solid crust is 

traversed with a complex network of faults, with all resting upon a plastic mantle whose structure 

is still largely unknown.  

 Whether the crust consists of great moving plates is a current matter of controversy 

among geophysicists, so the ultimate cause of earthquakes is still not known. In all likelihood, 

the entire complex of crustal instabilities is a remnant of the phenomena of the great Flood, 

especially the breakup of the fountains of the deep.  

 In any case, the vast worldwide network of unstable earthquake belts around the world 

suddenly will begin to slip and fracture on a global basis and a gigantic earthquake will ensue.  

 This is evidently, and naturally, accompanied by tremendous volcanic eruptions, spewing 

vast quantities of dust and steam and gases into the upper atmosphere. It is probably these that 

will cause the sun to be darkened and the moon to appear blood-red.     

- Dr. Henry Morris, The Revelation Record, p. 121 
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 We are also told that every mountain and every island will be moved out of its place and 

once again Dr. Morris explains how this could happen. He wrote, 

 The earth’s crust, highly unstable ever since the great Flood, will be so disturbed by 

impacting asteroids, the volcanic explosions, and the worldwide earthquakes, that great segments 

of it will actually begin to slip and slide over the earth’s deep plastic mantle.   

 Geophysicists for many years have been fascinated with the idea of “continental drift” 

(although strong evidence has been accumulating against any such phenomenon occurring in the 

present age). Several have published theories of a past naturalistic catastrophism involving what 

they call “the earth’s shifting crust.”   

 Some such phenomenon may actually be triggered under this judgment of the sixth seal, 

dwarfing the damage occasioned by all the mighty earthquakes of the past. 

- Dr. Henry Morris, The Revelation Record, p. 123 

 

 Also, the sun becomes black and the moon like blood, and this may be the result of 

volcanic activity, which is a strong probability after this violent earthquake.   

 You may remember when Mt. St. Helens erupted in Washington or Mt. Pinatubo 

 in the Philippians, leaving the sky’s as dark as night during the daytime. People were driving 

around at noontime with their car headlights on because the volcanic ash blocked out the sun. 

 Way back in August of 1883 Krakatau, the volcanic island in the Pacific exploded! We 

may not think much about that, but please understand the power of that explosion. It was so 

powerful that it was heard 3000 miles away!  

 It was so massive that it changed tides 7000 miles away in both directions which is more 

than halfway around the earth.  
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 Not only that, but it sent tidal waves for 1500 miles and changed the weather of the earth 

for 2 years! 

 Again, we might not think much about that, but that was just one volcanic eruption!  

 We see here in Revelation, compared to what Mount Saint Helen’s and Krakatau did, was 

nothing compared to what is coming. Those eruptions were like a firecracker going off compared 

to what is coming! 

 The stars falling from heaven may be speaking of meteors or asteroids that are pelting the 

earth.   

 We have seen the effects of these projectiles as just a few years ago they pelted Jupiter, 

and it has caused many to search the heavens looking for these objects to warn us of the coming 

danger.   

 And there is a concern. China wants to launch a bunch of missiles to see if they could 

change the trajectory of one of these objects. A test run you might say for what is coming and 

most believe it is just a matter of time before one comes crashing upon the earth! 

 Think about this for a minute. An object just 10 miles wide impacting the earth could 

alter the rotation of the earth, besides the other devastating effects of this object hitting the earth. 

 It is as Isaiah 24:19-20 tells us, “The earth is violently broken, The earth is split open, 

The earth is shaken exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, And shall 

totter like a hut; Its transgression shall be heavy upon it, And it will fall, and not rise 

again.”   

 We also see the sky split apart or roll up like a scroll.   
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 I can’t tell you fully what this means but I will say this. According to those involved with 

quantum physics and the findings of the Hubble telescope, they show us that the universe is 

expanding and is curved or scroll-like in shape!   

 Can God roll up the sky?   

 If He wants to! 

 In fact, in Isaiah chapter 34, beginning in verse 1, listen to what we are told, “Come 

near, you nations, to hear; And heed, you people! Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, 

The world and all things that come forth from it. For the indignation of the LORD is 

against all nations, And His fury against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, 

He has given them over to the slaughter. Also their slain shall be thrown out; Their stench 

shall rise from their corpses, And the mountains shall be melted with their blood. All the 

host of heaven shall be dissolved, And the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll; All their 

host shall fall down As the leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit falling from a fig tree. . . . For 

it is the day of the LORD’S vengeance, The year of recompense for the cause of Zion.”  

Isaiah 34:1-4, 8. 

 Now, as all these cataclysmic events are being poured out upon the earth-dwellers, what 

do you think their response will be?  

 As you will see the heart of man is hard and in rebellion towards God. 

 

VERSES 15-17 

 It is one thing to be ignorant about something, not know why something is happening, but 

it is another thing to be willfully ignorant or know why it is happening and not do something to 

fix the problem. And that is what we see here. 
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 What do I mean by that? 

 As you read this you can clearly see that they knew exactly where this judgment was 

coming from and it was not Mother Nature, but it was from Father God and the Lamb, Jesus 

Christ! 

 In knowing that this is a judgment of God, what do they do? 

 They don’t repent, but they are crying out for the mountains and the rocks to fall upon 

them and hide them from the wrath that is coming from God the Father and from God the Son, 

the Lamb!   

 Again, they will know exactly where this is coming from and why and yet, they will still 

refuse to repent.   

 It is as H. B. Swete said, “What sinners dread most is not death, but the revealed 

presence of God.” 

 You can’t stand before a holy and righteous God in your own righteousness, and they will 

understand that and yet they still refuse to repent and get right with God.  

 It is as Nahum 1:3-6 tells us, “The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And 

will not at all acquit the wicked. The LORD has His way In the whirlwind and in the storm, 

And the clouds are the dust of His feet. He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, And dries up 

all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither, And the flower of Lebanon wilts. The mountains 

quake before Him, The hills melt, And the earth heaves at His presence, Yes, the world and 

all who dwell in it. Who can stand before His indignation? And who can endure the 

fierceness of His anger? His fury is poured out like fire, And the rocks are thrown down by 

Him.”  
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 Those that refuse the Rock of Ages will end up crying for the rocks of the earth to fall on 

them.  

 What a sad picture this is of rebellious man!  

 Now how did they know that this judgment was from God? It is a good question. 

 One writer put it like this in regard to how they knew that God was pouring out His wrath 

upon them. He wrote, “The way these unbelievers finally figured out what was going on was, 

no doubt, the tribulation saints were preaching to them during the first 5 seal judgments that 

God was in fact judging them for their immorality and idolatry. It was a message these 

unbelievers didn’t want to hear and so they killed many of these tribulation saints for their 

witness - which is what the fifth seal is all about.”  

 We also read in Isaiah 13:6-13 these words about this period of time, “Wail, for the day 

of the LORD is at hand! It will come as destruction from the Almighty. Therefore all hands 

will be limp, Every man's heart will melt, 8 And they will be afraid. Pangs and sorrows will 

take hold of them; They will be in pain as a woman in childbirth; They will be amazed at 

one another; Their faces will be like flames. Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, 

with both wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its sinners 

from it. For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not give their light; The sun 

will be darkened in its going forth, And the moon will not cause its light to shine. I will 

punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; I will halt the arrogance of 

the proud, And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a mortal more rare 

than fine gold, A man more than the golden wedge of Ophir. Therefore I will shake the 

heavens, And the earth will move out of her place, In the wrath of the LORD of hosts And 

in the day of His fierce anger.”  
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  In fact, this will be so bad that Jesus said in Luke chapter 21, starting in verse 25, “And 

there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of 

nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them from fear 

and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 

and great glory.  Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, 

because your redemption draws near.” Luke 21:25-28.   

 When people see what is happening, their hearts will fail, some will die because it will be 

so bad! 

 And listen carefully to what John tells us in Revelation 6:17, “For the great day of His 

wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”   

 This is the Great Tribulation and apart from Christ, like I have said, you will not be able 

to stand before Him! 

 Now let me speak on this for a minute because as some read this, they will use this verse 

to say that this is when the wrath of God is being poured out as it says, “For the great day of 

His wrath has come . . .” 

 It does seem to fit with what they are saying and thus, the Rapture would then take place 

at some point after the midpoint of the seven-year Tribulation Period, during the Great 

Tribulation! 

 The problem with that is that is not exactly correct because Revelation 6:17 doesn’t say 

that in the Greek. It doesn’t say, “For the great day of His wrath has come . . .” or “it is about 

to start.” But “For the great day of His wrath has already come. . . .” or “it has already 

begun.”  
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 What’s my point? 

 My point is this. What John is telling us is that the day of God’s wrath has begun already, 

with the opening of the first seal when Jesus opens it! It is not about to start! 

 The church is caught up, Raptured in Revelation chapter 4, at the close of the Church Age 

and we see John as a picture of the church portray this for us.  

 Listen to what takes place. We are told, “After these things I looked, and behold, a 

door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet 

speaking with me, saying, ‘Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place 

after this.’ Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat 

on the throne.” Revelation 4:1-2. 

 It sounds just like what Paul said in I Thessalonians chapter 4 as he too was speaking of 

the Rapture of the church! He wrote this and he wants us to understand it, not be ignorant about 

it. He said, “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 

fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say 

to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 

Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 

And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be 

with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 
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 A shout, the trumpet of God and immediately caught up to be with the Lord and again, I 

believe that the Scriptures are very clear on this. The church is home with the Lord before the 

Tribulation Period begins as the whole seven years are God’s wrath being poured out upon a 

Christ rejecting world, not on His bride, the church! 

 Now, in our study this evening, we have seen two groups of people.   

 One group is going to be put to death for their faith in Christ, and the other group will be 

hiding from God and wanting to die, as they refuse to turn to Christ.   

 One group is destined for heaven, and the other group is destined for Hell.   

 And each individual has the choice of where he will spend eternity, depending on what 

He does with Christ.  

 And keep in mind that all these things are taking place during the Tribulation Period as 

Jesus Christ opens the seals of judgment that is coming upon a Christ rejecting world.   

 Lester Buford tells us this story of Calvin Coolidge. This is what he wrote, 

 Once when Calvin Coolidge was Vice President and presiding over the Senate, an 

altercation arose between two Senators.   

 Tempers flared, and one Senator told the other to go straight to Hell.   

 The offended Senator stormed from his seat, marched down the aisle and stood before 

Mr. Coolidge, who was silently leafing through a book. 

 “Mr. [Vice] President,” he said, “did you hear what he said to me?” 

 Coolidge looked up from his book and calmly said, “You know, I have been looking 

through the rule book. You don’t have to go.” 

- Lester Buford 
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 You see, people do have a choice, they don’t need to go to Hell, but if you want to, God 

will not get in your way. He has done everything possible to keep you out of Hell, but if you 

reject Him, it is your choice! 

 Make no mistake about it; these things will come to pass just as the Lord has said.   

 As I begin to close this evening listen to these words from Paul in Hebrews chapter 12, 

beginning in verse 25.   

 We read, “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who 

refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him 

who speaks from heaven, whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, 

saying, ‘Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven.’ Now this, ‘Yet once 

more,’ indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are 

made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are 

receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve 

God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.” Hebrews 

12:25-29. 

 God is going to shake this earth, the question is, “Are your feet planted upon the solid 

Rock, Jesus Christ?”   

 If not, you will be shaken and consumed in the fire of His judgment.   

 If you are in Christ, you are on solid ground and God’s fire of judgment will not consume 

you for your sins have been washed away by the blood of Christ.   

 The choice is yours on where you will stand, who you will put your faith in! May it be 

the Lord Jesus Christ, for all other foundations will crumble away!  

 Let me leave you with this to think about.  
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 I don’t believe this scientist knew how prophetic his words would be but listen carefully 

to what he had to say.   

 In 1860, a French scientist named Pierre Bercheit predicted: “Within a hundred years of 

physical and chemical science, man will know what the atom is. It is my belief that when 

science reaches this stage, God will come down with His big ring of keys and will say to 

humanity: Gentlemen, it is closing time!”   

 Folks, that is what we are seeing here in Revelation, for rebellious man, “Gentlemen, it is 

closing time!”   

 For us, it is going to ultimately be the birth of the Kingdom Age and we long for that day! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


