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JOHN 2:18-25 

THE SIGN! 

 

 

 

 

 Please turn in your Bibles this morning to John chapter 2 as we continue our in-depth 

study of the Gospel of John. 

 As we have seen, in John 1:1-18 John establishes the fact that Jesus is Almighty God who 

became flesh and dwelt among us.  

 Then, through the rest of the Gospel, because Jesus is Almighty God, the things that John 

tells us that Jesus did just proves that point, it shows us that what Jesus did was only something 

that God can do, and we will see that here this morning in our study. 

 As you may remember, John chapter 2 opens up with a wedding in Cana of Galilee and it 

seems like Mary, the mother of Jesus was in charge of at least the wine for that wedding. And 

during the feast the wine ran out and Mary asks Jesus to do something about it.  

 And we saw how Jesus turned the water into wine, and not just wine, but the best wine 

around. 

 The picture here is the joy we have in the Lord and that joy, I believe, is based in the fact 

that Jesus has given to us life and that life, that abundant life is only found in Him! 

 We also see in John chapter 2, what we covered last week, is Jesus going into the outer 

court, or the Court of the Gentiles, were the moneychangers were, and He turned over their 

tables and drove them out. 

 The reason for that was simple. He told them, “Take these things away! Do not make 

My Father’s house a house of merchandise!” John 2:16. 
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 They were making a profit off of God by charging high exchange rates to exchange the 

money for the Temple as well as charging them high prices for the sacrifices that they sold there. 

And keep in mind that the High Priest was aware and making a profit off of this as well! 

 This was to be a place of prayer and healing and they had made it into a den of thieves! 

 And Jesus did not put up with it back then and He does not like it now. We are not to 

make a profit off of God, we are to serve God. 

 In our study this morning we are going to look at – THE SIGN! 

 And what is taking place in our study is born out of what Jesus just did, cleansing the 

Temple of God. And, obviously, the Jewish religious leaders were not happy with what He had 

done, and we will see that played out for us this morning. 

 I have broken these verses we will be looking at into five main points. They are, 

 WHO GAVE YOU THIS AUTHORITY – JOHN 2:18 

 JESUS’ DECLARATION – JOHN 2:19 

 UNBELIEF – JOHN 2:20 

 THE ULTIMATE SIGN – JOHN 2:21-22 

 SUPERFICIAL FAITH – JOHN 2:23-25 

 So with that as our introduction, let’s begin reading in John chapter 2, beginning in verse 

18 and let’s see what the Lord has for us as we study His Word and we look at this topic – THE 

SIGN! 
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JOHN 2 

 

VERSE 18 

 Keep in mind that the response of “the Jews” or the Jewish religious leaders, the Scribes, 

the Pharisees, and the Sadducees is born out of what Jesus did in the Temple. 

 He turned over the tables and drove out the moneychangers and I think these Jewish 

religious leaders were upset. 

 But keep in mind that this took place in the Court of the Gentiles and thus, not only were 

Jews in this court, but there were Gentiles there as well and they saw what Jesus did. 

 And for them, they knew they were being ripped off, taken advantage of and thus, these 

Jewish religious leaders could not condemn Jesus for what He did because the people would 

have seen their error.  

 Jesus was cleansing the house of God and to say that was wrong would put a bad light on 

these men and they knew that! 

 So they ask Jesus a question instead. They ask Him, “What sign do You show to us, 

since You do these things?” 

 Now some see this as an honest question, but the reality was, as much as they wanted the 

truth, they just couldn’t handle the truth and they kept avoiding the truth. 

 Remember what I have called this verse – WHO GAVE YOU THIS AUTHORITY! 

 In other words, who gave Jesus this authority to turn over those tables and drive out the 

moneychangers? But they did not ask that question, even though that is the answer that they are 

looking for. 

 Why didn’t they ask that question? 
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 Because Jesus would have told them that His Father gave Him that authority and thus, in 

front of these crowds, how could they come against that? They couldn’t and thus, they ask this 

question about showing them a sign to prove that He has the authority to do these things! 

 Now let’s think about this for a minute.  

 What Jesus did in the Temple, was it right or was it wrong? 

 It was 100% right and thus, these Jewish religious leaders are treading very carefully into 

this conversation as they don’t want to look like the bad guys, they want Jesus to be the bad guy 

for what He did. 

 And please understand that they were really not interested in the truth, in a sign, they just 

wanted to discredit Jesus.  

 We see this played out later on in the ministry of Jesus as He has healed many and in 

Matthew 12:38-40 we are told, “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, 

‘Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.’ But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and 

adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 

so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

 You see, their question has not changed and like I have said, they are basically asking 

Jesus by what authority is He doing these things. 

 And again, they are not looking for a sign because the whole ministry of Jesus was a sign 

that He was the Messiah as He fulfilled all that the Old Testament prophets spoke regarding the 

Messiah. But unbelief will keep you blind to the truth that is before you! 
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 You see, Jesus healed the blind, opened the ears of the deaf, made the mute to speak, 

freed many from demon-possession, made the lame to walk and even raised the dead! Multitudes 

were healed by Jesus and yet we see the Scribes and the Pharisees ask Jesus, “Teacher, we want 

to see a sign from You.” Really? 

 Like I have said, His whole life was a sign to them from His birth onward! And now they 

ask for a sign to prove that He is the Messiah! What more did they need to see?  

 I don’t think anything that Jesus did would cause them to believe and thus, this is not a 

sincere request by them. They just wanted to discredit Jesus in front of all these people, His 

followers! 

 And as we have read, instead of giving them a sign that was out of this world, He gives to 

them a sign out of the Scriptures! 

 And the same is true today, people are looking for signs to believe and yet, Jesus could 

stand right before them, and they still would not believe! Think about it. Every scientist should 

be a believer because the heavens declare the glory of God.  

 Doubt that, then listen to Max Planck, winner of the Nobel Prize and one of the founders 

of modern physics. He wrote, “According to everything taught by the exact sciences about the 

immense realm of nature, a certain order prevails – one independent of the human mind . . . 

this order can be formulated in terms of purposeful activity. There is evidence of an intelligent 

order of the universe to which both man and nature are subservient.” 

 And yet they refuse to believe in God. There is design built into everything. We have 

laws that are consistent. We have complex life forms that could not have come together by 

random chance happenings and yet, they suppress the truth, they reject it because they don’t 

want to believe in God and thus, they worship creation instead of the Creator! (Romans 1) 
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 And the sign that Jesus speaks of here in Matthew chapter 12 is the same sign that He 

gives to them here in John chapter 2 – THE RESURRECTION! 

 And I will deal with that sign more as we continue on in our study this morning, but just 

keep in mind that the ultimate sign of who He is - THE RESURRECTION! 

 Now what is a “sign”? 

 A sign is a miracle and it points people to something just as a sign does. And thus, these 

Jewish religious leaders wanted Jesus to do a miracle for them, and then they would believe.  

 Make no mistake about it, no matter what Jesus did, it would not convince them. Many of 

these Jewish religious leaders had made up their mind and they were not going to change what 

they believed even though what they believed went against what their own Scriptures taught. 

 And it is still being done today. Let me give you this example out of Isaiah chapter 53. 

Now before I read these passages, please understand that Isaiah 53 is not read in most Jewish 

synagogues because it points to Jesus as the Messiah and thus, they will read Isaiah 52 and then 

the next week, skipping over Isaiah 53, they go to Isaiah chapter 54! They suppress the truth that 

is before them, because it goes against what they want to believe. 

 This is what we are told in Isaiah 53:1-6, “Who has believed our report? And to whom 

has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, 

And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, 

There is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, A Man 

of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was 

despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our 

sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was 

wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for 
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our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 

astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all.” 

 That is pretty straightforward but again, because it speaks of Jesus being the Messiah and 

the Jews reject Jesus, they don’t read this portion of their own Scriptures. If you doubt that, then 

listen closely to what one writer has to say. 

 He wrote,  

 The 17th century Jewish historian, Raphael Levi, admitted that long ago the rabbis used 

to read Isaiah 53 in synagogues, but after the chapter caused “arguments and great confusion” the 

rabbis decided that the simplest thing would be to just take that prophecy out of the Haftarah 

readings in synagogues.  

 That’s why today when we read Isaiah 52, we stop in the middle of the chapter and the 

week after we jump straight to Isaiah 54. 

 What happened to Isaiah 53, you might be wondering? . . .   

 In the Bible, in the book of Isaiah, chapter 53 the prophet prophesies about the Messiah 

that he would be rejected by his people suffer and die in agony and that God would see his 

suffering and death as an atonement for the sins of humanity.  

 Isaiah lived and prophesied about 700 BCE. According to his prophecy in chapter 53 the 

leaders of Israel would recognize they had made a mistake at the end of days when they rejected 

the Messiah, so Isaiah put the prophecy in past tense and because he saw himself as part of the 

people of Israel he used third person plural (we). . . .  
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 It’s important to understand we’re not just talking about a Christian interpretation here – 

the Jewish Sages of ancient times also always interpreted Isaiah 53 to be about the Messiah. In 

fact, the well-known term “Messiah ben Yosef” is actually from this very text.  

 In the ancient Jewish translation of Yonatan ben Uzziel (Targum Jonathan) from the first 

century opened the section with the words “The Anointed Servant” that is to say Ben Uzziel 

connected the chapter to the Messiah, the Anointed One. 

 Rabbi Yitzhak Abravanel who lived centuries ago admitted that “Yonatan ben Uzziel’s 

interpretation that it was about the coming Messiah was also the opinion of the Sages (of blessed 

memory) as can be seen in much of their commentary.” . . . 

 In Midrash Tanhuma it says, “Rabbi Nachman says, it speaks of no one but the Messiah, 

the Son of David of whom it is said, here a man called “the plant”, and Jonathan translated it to 

mean the Messiah and it is rightly said, “man of sorrows, acquainted with grief”. . . .  

 The prayers for Yom Kippur, the ones we all know also relates Isaiah 53 to the Messiah. 

The prayer added for Yom Kippur by Rabbi Eliezer around the time of the seventh century: “Our 

righteous Messiah has turned away from us we have acted foolishly and there is no one to justify 

us. Our iniquities and the yoke of our transgressions he bears and he is pierced for our 

transgressions. He carries our sins on his shoulder, to find forgiveness for our iniquities. By his 

wounds we are healed.” . . . 

 Rashi lived, as we know, in Spain, at a time when Jews and Christians lived together and 

so naturally, arguments arose between them. Christian friends and neighbors of Rashi tried to 

convince him that Biblical prophecy pointed to Yeshua.  

 



286 

 

 Among other prophecies, they of course showed him Isaiah 53. Because the prophecy in 

Isaiah 53 is so sharp and clear, Rashi had no choice. He obviously didn’t want to admit that 

Yeshua was the Messiah, so he had to try to reinterpret the prophecy so that it was no longer 

about the Messiah but instead about the people of Israel.  

 Rashi’s claim was that the suffering servant is a metaphor of the people of Israel who 

suffered at the hands of the gentiles. 

- https://bit.ly/2SEbQFg 

  

 And that is true for many today. It wouldn’t matter if Jesus stood right in front of them, if 

they refuse to believe nothing is going to change that. And how sad that is.  

 These Jewish religious leaders had no interest in the truths of God found in the Word of 

God, but just in their own ambitions and that got in the way of them seeing and accepting Jesus 

as their Messiah! 

 So they ask Jesus – WHO GAVE YOU THIS AUTHORITY! 

 And now Jesus is going to answer them. 

 

VERSE 19 

 In this verse we see – JESUS’ DECLARATION! 

 And listen again to what He tells them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.” 

 Now keep in mind that this is not the Temple that Solomon built. That Temple was 

completed around 1000 B. C. 
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 Then, some 400 years later King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians destroyed the 

Temple in Jerusalem in 586 B. C.  

 After the Babylonian captivity was over and they were allowed to return home, under the 

leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua, the Temple was rebuilt and it was a low budget project, to 

say the least. It didn’t even come close to what Solomon’s Temple looked like. And this was 

completed around 519 B. C. 

 Now, fast forward to the time of King Herod, some 500 years later, and he began fixing 

up the Temple in around 20 B. C.  

 The reason is that he wanted to get in favor with the Jews and he knew that this would 

help his cause. 

 It is in the court of this Temple, the Court of the Gentiles, where Jesus said these words 

and thus, in the mind of these Jewish religious leaders, they are going to think He is speaking of 

the literal Temple, but He is not, as we will see.  

 Also, keep in mind that this Temple project of Herod continued on until its completion in 

63 A. D., only 7 years before it was destroyed by Titus and the Romans.  

 It was a massive structure, almost 10 stories tall, made with huge stones, gold, and it truly 

was a sight to see. They had 18,000 workers employed on this project.   

 Thus, in their minds, how could it be destroyed and rebuilt in only three days.   

 Like I have said, Jesus is speaking of something else, His body, which will be in the 

grave for three days before He rises from the dead!  

 No one has ever made a claim like that and succeeded but Jesus has – THE 

DECLARATION! 
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VERSE 20  

 I have called this verse – UNBELIEF! 

 The reason being is simple. What did these Jewish religious leaders ask Jesus for? 

 They asked Jesus for a – SIGN! 

 They wanted some kind of miracle to authenticate that what He was doing was from God, 

it would show them that He had the authority to drive out those money changers! 

 So Jesus tells them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

 And in their mind they are thinking that this massive Temple is what Jesus is talking 

about. Not even close. 

 Make no mistake about it, when you close your eyes to God, you will not see Him, it is as 

simple as that. 

 I told you already how the Jews don’t even read Isaiah 53 because it speaks of Jesus 

being the Messiah and they don’t want to see Jesus and thus, they close their eyes to the truth, 

and they remain in darkness. 

 That is what these Jewish religious leaders were doing. 

 Let me show you how this is played out today as men of science deny the evidence and 

reject God to believe a fairy tale of evolution. 

 But that doesn’t make them true!  
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 An evolutionist reviewing a recent book by another (but more critical) evolutionist, says: 

 We cannot identify ancestors or “missing links,” and we cannot devise testable theories to 

explain how particular episodes of evolution came about. Gee is adamant that all the popular 

stories about how the first amphibians conquered the dry land, how the birds developed wings 

and feathers for flying, how the dinosaurs went extinct, and how humans evolved from apes are 

just products of our imagination, driven by prejudices and preconceptions. 

     - Bowler, Peter J., Review in Search of Deep Time by  

     Henry Gee (Free Press, 1999), American Scientist (vol. 88,  

     March/April 2000), p. 169 

 

 Another evolutionist wrote,  

 And I use that trust to effectively brainwash them. . . . our teaching methods are primarily 

those of propaganda. We appeal - without demonstration - to evidence that supports our position. 

We only introduce arguments and evidence that supports the currently accepted theories and 

omit or gloss over any evidence to the contrary. 

      - Singham, Mark, “Teaching and Propaganda,”  

      Physics Today (vol. 53, June 2000), p. 54 

 

 Now, as far as the twentieth century is concerned, the leading evolutionist is generally 

considered to be Sir Julian Huxley, primary architect of modern neo-Darwinism.  

 Huxley called evolution a “religion without revelation” and wrote a book with that title 

(2nd edition, 1957). In a later book, he said: 

 Evolution . . . is the most powerful and the most comprehensive idea that has ever arisen 

on earth. 

       - Julian Huxley, Essays of a Humanist (New 

       York: Harper and Row, 1964), p. 125 
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 Later in the book he argued passionately that we must change “our pattern of religious 

thought from a God-centered to an evolution-centered pattern.” 

 Then he went on to say that: “The God hypothesis . . . is becoming an intellectual and 

moral burden on our thought.” Therefore, he concluded that “we must construct something to 

take its place.” 

      - Julian Huxley, Essays of a Humanist (New York:  

      Harper and Row, 1964), p. 125 

 

 That something, of course, is the religion of evolutionary humanism, and that is what the 

leaders of evolutionary humanism are trying to do today. 

 Instead of looking at the complexity of life, how God has built creation with a design, 

how there are laws that keep everything moving and without them or if they were not consistent, 

we would be in trouble, they deny God and believe in the idea that life came from nothing to 

what we have today! 

 You have to have spiritual eyes to see, and they closed their eyes to see. If you want to 

see the truth, if you want to see God, He will reveal Himself to you. If you don’t want to see 

God, you won’t and you will remain in spiritual darkness! 

 You see, it doesn’t matter the evidence if you don’t want to believe and that is what we 

see here with these Jewish religious leaders – UNBELIEF! 

 

VERSES 21-22 

 In these verses we see – THE ULTIMATE SIGN! 

 And that ultimate sign, of course, is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead! 
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 Make no mistake about it, this is the greatest sign and Jesus gave this sign to the Jewish 

religious leaders and they did not see it here in John chapter 2 and even when Jesus clearly spoke 

of it in Matthew chapter 12, they still did not see it – THE RESURRECTION!  

 You see, without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our faith is empty, it is futile, we are 

still lost in our sins!  

 But the resurrection did happen, the tomb is empty, and we do have the forgiveness of 

sins, death has no power over us!  

 In Matthew Jesus said this, “. . . ‘An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, 

and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three 

days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth.’” Matthew 12:39-40. 

 Thus, just as Jonah was three days and nights in the belly of the whale, so too will be the 

Messiah in the belly of the earth, and then He will rise again!  

 It was during that time that Jesus preached to those Old Testament saints who died 

believing in the coming Messiah, by faith, and now they have received Him.  

 Keep in mind that prior to the death and resurrection of Jesus, all who died went to Sheol. 

 And in Sheol there were two compartments. One for those who died out of the faith and 

were tormented. The other side was Abraham’s bosom, and they were comforted until the 

Messiah came and set them free!  

 Now the only part of Sheol occupied is the one for those who die rejecting the Messiah, 

for all believers go to be with the Lord when they die. But for the unbelievers, they will remain 

in Sheol until the Great White Throne Judgment takes place at the end of the Millennial reign of 

Jesus and then they will be cast into the Lake of Fire, outer darkness! 
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 So Jesus tells us that the story of Jonah was true and that they can check this out for 

themselves in a short time. Jesus will be put to death and raised the third day! What is interesting 

is that Jesus told them about this and yet, they tried to cover it up because they could not handle 

the truth, they did not want to handle the truth.  

 What do I mean by that, that they tried to cover it up? 

 Listen carefully to what we are told after the death and resurrection of Jesus, how the 

Jewish religious leaders tried to cover up the fact that Jesus rose from the grave, that the tomb 

was empty.  

 We see this spoken of in Matthew 28:11-15 where we are told, “Now while they were 

going, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all the 

things that had happened. When they had assembled with the elders and consulted 

together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, saying, ‘Tell them, “His disciples 

came at night and stole Him away while we slept.” And if this comes to the governor’s ears, 

we will appease him and make you secure.’ So they took the money and did as they were 

instructed; and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.” 

 Even if they rejected everything else that Jesus did, He gave them the sign of His 

resurrection and instead of believing they tried to cover it up! They put forth the idea that 

someone stole the body of Jesus instead of coming to the truth!  

 But is there evidence for the resurrection? 

 You bet there is and to deny the resurrection you would have to deny any historical event 

that you were not there to witness on your own. All history is based on eyewitness accounts, like 

the resurrection! 
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 Listen to this. We are told,  

 Did Jesus die on the cross? Was he dead? Virtually every scholar on planet Earth 

concedes that Jesus was dead after crucifixion. We have no record of anyone, anywhere, ever 

surviving a full Roman crucifixion. Even the Journal of the American Medical Association 

publish a peer reviewed scientific medical study of the evidence for the death of Jesus and said, 

“Clearly the weight of the evidence indicates that Jesus was dead even before the wound was 

inflicted.” Even the atheist New Testament scholar Gerd Lüdeman says, “Historically it’s 

indisputable that Jesus was dead.” So, Jesus was dead. 

 The second category of evidence is the early accounts we have for the resurrection. In 

other words, I used to think as an atheist that the resurrection was a legend and that took a long 

time to develop in the ancient world. What I learned is that we have preserved for us a creed of 

the earliest Christian Church. A creed that is an eyewitness-based report of the resurrection of 

Jesus. Now this creed has been dated back by scholars to within months of the death of Jesus — 

within months. That is historical gold. So, we’ve got a news flash from ancient history on the 

resurrection. 

 The best evidence for the empty tomb is even the opponents of Jesus implicitly admitted 

the tomb was empty. When the disciples began proclaiming that Jesus had risen what the 

opponent said was, “The disciples stole the body.” They’re conceding that the tomb was empty, 

they’re just trying to explain how it got empty. So, everybody’s conceding that the tomb was 

empty. How it got empty is the real issue, and that goes to the fourth category of evidence, which 

is eyewitnesses. 
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 For most of what we know about ancient history, it comes from one or maybe two 

sources of information and yet for the conviction of the disciples that they encountered the 

resurrected Jesus, we have no fewer than 9 ancient sources inside and outside the New Testament 

confirming and corroborating the conviction of the disciples that they encountered the risen 

Christ. That is an avalanche of a historical data. 

- https://bit.ly/35pwXhq 

 

 All of the apostles of Jesus were martyred for their faith, except for John, and would they 

all die for a lie? Some would say that many have died for their cause be it religious or whatever. 

That is true. But if you knew something was a lie, chances are at least one of those apostles 

would have said that it was not true! They died for what they truly believed; they saw the risen 

Christ! 

 Let me share this with you about the resurrection and its importance. We are told,  

 The resurrection of Jesus is important for several reasons. First, the resurrection witnesses 

to the immense power of God Himself. To believe in the resurrection is to believe in God. If God 

exists, and if He created the universe and has power over it, then He has power to raise the dead. 

 If He does not have such power, He is not worthy of our faith and worship. Only He who 

created life can resurrect it after death, only He can reverse the hideousness [gruesomeness] that 

is death itself, and only He can remove the sting and gain the victory over the grave (1 

Corinthians 15:54-55).   

 In resurrecting Jesus from the grave, God reminds us of His absolute sovereignty over 

life and death. 
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 The resurrection of Jesus Christ is also important because it validates who Jesus claimed 

to be, namely, the Son of God and Messiah. According to Jesus, His resurrection was the “sign 

from heaven” that authenticated His ministry (Matthew 16:1-4). The resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

attested to by hundreds of eyewitnesses (1 Corinthians 15:3-8), provides irrefutable proof that He 

is the Savior of the world. 

 Another reason the resurrection of Jesus Christ is important is that it proves His sinless 

character and divine nature. The Scriptures said God’s “Holy One” would never see corruption 

(Psalm 16:10), and Jesus never saw corruption, even after He died (see Acts 13:32-37).  

 It was on the basis of the resurrection of Christ that Paul preached, “Through Jesus the 

forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from 

every sin” (Acts 13:38-39). 

 The resurrection of Jesus Christ is not only the supreme validation of His deity; it also 

validates the Old Testament prophecies that foretold of Jesus’ suffering and resurrection 

(see Acts 17:2-3).  

 Christ’s resurrection also authenticated His own claims that He would be raised on the 

third day (Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34). If Jesus Christ is not resurrected, then we have no hope that 

we will be, either.  

 In fact, apart from Christ’s resurrection, we have no Savior, no salvation, and no hope of 

eternal life. As Paul said, our faith would be “useless,” the gospel would be altogether powerless, 

and our sins would remain unforgiven (1 Corinthians 15:14-19). 

 Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25), and in that statement claimed 

to be the source of both. There is no resurrection apart from Christ, no eternal life.  
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 Jesus does more than give life; He is life, and that’s why death has no power over Him. 

Jesus confers His life on those who trust in Him, so that we can share His triumph over death (1 

John 5:11-12).  

 We who believe in Jesus Christ will personally experience resurrection because, having 

the life Jesus gives, we have overcome death. It is impossible for death to win (1 Corinthians 

15:53-57). 

 Jesus is “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). In other 

words, Jesus led the way in life after death.  

 The resurrection of Jesus Christ is important as a testimony to the resurrection of human 

beings, which is a basic tenet of the Christian faith. Unlike other religions, Christianity possesses 

a Founder who transcends death and promises that His followers will do the same. Every other 

religion was founded by men or prophets whose end was the grave.  

 As Christians, we know that God became man, died for our sins, and was resurrected the 

third day. The grave could not hold Him. He lives, and He sits today at the right hand of the 

Father in heaven (Hebrews 10:12). 

 The Word of God guarantees the believer’s resurrection at the coming of Jesus Christ for 

His church at the rapture. Such assurance results in a great song of triumph as Paul writes in 1 

Corinthians 15:55, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” (cf. Hosea 

13:14). 

 The importance of the resurrection of Christ has an impact on our service to the Lord 

now. Paul ends his discourse on resurrection with these words: “Therefore, my dear brothers and 

sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).  
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 Because we know we will be resurrected to new life, we can endure persecution and 

danger for Christ’s sake (verses 30–32), just as our Lord did. Because of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, thousands of Christian martyrs through history have willingly traded their earthly lives 

for everlasting life and the promise of resurrection. 

 The resurrection is the triumphant and glorious victory for every believer. Jesus Christ 

died, was buried, and rose the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  

 And He is coming again! The dead in Christ will be raised up, and those who are alive at 

His coming will be changed and receive new, glorified bodies (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).  

 Why is the resurrection of Jesus Christ important?  

 It proves who Jesus is. It demonstrates that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. It 

shows that God has the power to raise us from the dead. It guarantees that the bodies of those 

who believe in Christ will not remain dead but will be resurrected unto eternal life. 

- https://bit.ly/3pXvrfX 

 

 Make no mistake about it, the Jews wanted a sign and Jesus gave to them – THE 

ULTIMATE SIGN – HIS RESURRECTION! 

 Look at John 2:22 once again and then I will expound on it. We are told, “Therefore, 

when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; 

and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.” 

 The Scriptures spoke of the Messiah rising from the dead. Jesus, the Word spoke to them 

that He was going to be raised from the dead.  
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 And yet, they did not believe, at least for the present timeframe. It was only after they 

saw the resurrection of Jesus that they believed what God’s Word said about the Messiah rising 

from the dead! 

 Remember what the resurrected Lord said to Thomas in John 20:29, “. . . ‘Thomas, 

because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.’” 

 Whenever someone needs to have something supernatural happen before they will fully 

believe, it just shows that their faith is small, it is weak, they doubt until they see it come to pass. 

 My prayer, “Lord, help me with my unbelief!” 

 As we read on, we will see this – SUPERFICIAL FAITH! 

 

VERSES 23-25 

 Now this is interesting. Why didn’t Jesus commit Himself to those who believed in Him? 

 Because their faith was only superficial, based upon the miracles He did and not the 

person He was!   

 Like I have called these verses – SUPERFICIAL FAITH! 

 It is as Morgan said, “If belief is nothing more than admiration for the spectacular, it 

will create in multitudes applause, but the Son of God can’t commit Himself to that kind of 

faith.” 

 That may be hard for some of you to accept but think of it like this.  

 On Palm Sunday as Jesus rode through Jerusalem as Messiah the King the people 

shouted, “. . . ‘Hosanna! “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!” The King of 

Israel!’” John 12:13.   
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 The word “Hosanna” means “save now” and they were saying “Save us from Roman 

bondage, save us from Roman persecution!”   

 But that is not why Jesus came the first time, He came to save that which was lost. Thus, 

when things didn’t go the way they wanted, they then cried out a few days later “Crucify Him!  

Crucify Him!”  

 Man’s heart can be very fickle if it is not based on something solid, Jesus Christ! 

 Now I have to admit, you read that “many believed in His name when they saw the 

signs which He did” and it is exciting to see that! 

 But like I have said, this was superficial faith, a faith that was based upon the excitement 

of the miracles, of getting things from Jesus but not a true relationship with Him. 

 And if you just read John 2:23 you can make that mistake and think these people were 

saved. They were not! 

 How can I be so sure? 

 Because I read John 2:24-25, which says, “But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, 

because He knew all men, and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew 

what was in man.” 

 I like the way that The Living Bible puts these verses, “But Jesus didn’t trust them, for 

he knew mankind to the core. No one needed to tell him how changeable human nature is!” 

 I think that sums it up for us. And the sad thing here is that if a person is not committed to 

Christ, then He will not commit to them.  
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 Let me give you an example of someone who just wanted to be entertained by Jesus. In 

Luke 23:8-12 we are told, “Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had 

desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he 

hoped to see some miracle done by Him. Then he questioned Him with many words, but He 

answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused 

Him. Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, 

arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. That very day Pilate and 

Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each 

other.” 

  As you can see, Herod wanted to be entertained by Jesus, a few magic tricks you might 

say.  

 When I was in Junior High School, many years ago, the play Jesus Christ Superstar was 

out.   

 The music was great, their theology was awful!  

 But when it came to Herod, looking back on it now, they did hit the nail on the head. This 

is what Herod sang, 

 Jesus, I am overjoyed to meet you face to face.  

 You’ve been getting quite a name all around the place.  

 Healing cripples, raising from the dead.  

 And now I understand you’re God,  

 At least, that’s what you’ve said. 

 

 So, you are the Christ, you’re the great Jesus Christ.  

 Prove to me that you’re divine; change my water into wine.  

 That’s all you need do, then I’ll know it’s all true.  

 Come on, King of the Jews. 
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 Jesus, you just won’t believe the hit you’ve made around here.  

 You are all we talk about, the wonder of the year.  

 Oh what a pity if it’s all a lie.  

 Still, I’m sure that you can rock the cynics if you tried. 

 

 So, you are the Christ, you’re the great Jesus Christ.  

 Prove to me that you’re no fool; walk across my swimming pool.  

 If you do that for me, then I’ll let you go free.  

 Come on, King of the Jews. 

 

 I only ask what I’d ask any superstar.  

 What is it that you have got that puts you where you are.  

 I am waiting, yes I’m a captive fan.  

 I’m dying to be shown that you are not just any man. 

 

 So, if you are the Christ, yes the great Jesus Christ  

 Feed my household with this bread.  

 You can do it on your head.  

 Or has something gone wrong. Jesus, why do you take so long?  

 Oh come on, King of the Jews. 

 

 Hey! Aren’t you scared of me Christ?  

 Mr. Wonderful Christ?  

 You’re a joke. You’re not the Lord.  

 You are nothing but a fraud.  

 

 Take him away.  

 He’s got nothing to say!  

 Get out you King of the,  

 Get out King of the,  

 Oh get out you King of the Jews!  

 Get out of here!  

 Get out of here you,  

 Get out of my life. 

 

- https://www.stlyrics.com/lyrics/jesuschristsuperstar/kingherodssong.htm 

 

 But Jesus did not come to entertain us but to save us.  

 And once we come to saving faith, we gather together to worship Him, not to be 

entertained by Him! 
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 What is sad today is that we see that same mentality in some churches and with some 

Christians. They are looking to be entertained by Jesus, and that is not why Jesus came, as I have 

said. 

 And in this crowd watching were these religious leaders and they continue to try and 

bring Jesus down. And Herod, not happy that Jesus won’t entertain him, and won’t answer his 

questions, begins to mock Jesus! 

 Now the reason that Jesus did not answer Herod’s questions is that Herod was not 

interested in the truth and thus, Jesus was not going to waste His time. So, as the mocking ends, 

we see Herod send Jesus back to Pilate for the third and last of the civil trials! 

 And that is what we see here in John, they wanted to be entertained and not transformed, 

not changed.  

 Now I am not putting down miracles. But remember that faith comes by hearing and 

hearing by the Word of God. Miracles can start the process, but the end result is from the Word 

of God! 
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 One pastor put it like this, as he warns us, “There are those who seek miraculous proof 

that Jesus is real and that He loves them. They search for physical, material, or financial 

verification of His reality. But theirs is a flimsy, faulty faith built upon a sandbar foundation 

because, as we will see, Jesus is not committed to those who demand a sign. You see, the 

problem with signs is that they’re never enough. If you base your faith upon signs, you’ll always 

be upset by the one that didn’t happen - the prayer that wasn’t answered, the healing that didn’t 

come, the payment that didn’t arrive. That is why our faith must be built and based not upon 

what Jesus does, but upon who He is. Who He is as revealed in the Word. That is why Paul says 

faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17). It’s the Word pointing 

to the Person of Jesus Christ that produces genuine faith.” 

 Make no mistake, Jesus knows our hearts, He knows why we do what we do. And His 

desire is that all that we do is born out of our love for Him. That we are not looking to get 

something but to love Him and allow Him to use us for His glory! 

 Maybe this morning you are wondering about Jesus – WHO GAVE HIM THE 

AUTHORITY! 

 And if you come to Him and are honestly seeking an answer, He will give you an answer, 

He will speak to you – JESUS’ DECLARATION! 

 Tragically, as many listen to what the Lord is saying, to them they can’t accept it because 

of – UNBELIEF! 

 And if you struggle here, look to – THE ULTIMATE SIGN! The resurrection of Jesus is 

the ultimate sign and the evidence for the resurrection is overwhelming. It is not that you can’t 

believe, it is that you won’t! 
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 And the key is that you don’t have – SUPERFICIAL FAITH, but that your faith is real, 

that you love the Lord and are not seeking Him for what He can give you but because you love 

Him! 

 Keep in mind that Jesus will never commit Himself to people with superficial faith, 

unbelief. 

 But to those that love Him and want to spend eternity with Him, He is ready and willing 

to make a commitment to you, as long as you are making a commitment to Him! 

 

 

 

  

 


