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JOHN 1:4-5 

THE BATTLE OF LIGHT & DARKNESS! 

 

 

 

 

 Please turn in your Bibles this morning to John chapter 1 as we continue our in-depth 

study of the Gospel of John. 

 As I have said in our previous studies, John 1:1-18 gives to us a prologue or preamble to 

this Gospel. It is laying the groundwork and it contains many of the major themes that will be 

reintroduced later on in this Gospel, and it will be developed more fully. 

 And John opens up, as we saw last week, showing us that Jesus is Almighty God! As I 

have said, his whole reason for writing this Gospel is so that you would believe in Jesus Christ, 

that He is God and come to that saving faith! (John 20:30-31) 

 Listen again to what John said beginning in John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.” 

 And if you don’t get that, then I think The Amplified Bible makes it very clear. It says, 

“IN THE beginning [before all time] was the Word (Christ), and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God Himself. [Isa 9:6.] He was present originally with God. All things 

were made and came into existence through Him; and without Him was not even one thing 

made that has come into being.” 

 That is our starting point, that Jesus has always existed, He is eternal. He has always been 

with God and He is God, the second person of the Holy Trinity. And He was involved with the 

creation of all things. 
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 Now, if you get this wrong, then you are in serious trouble because without believing that 

Jesus is Almighty God, you will die in your sins. Jesus said in John 8:28, “Therefore I said to 

you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am [He], you will die in 

your sins.” John 8:24. 

 Please understand that the “He” is not in the original text, it was added for clarity. It 

should read, “. . . if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.”  

 Jesus was saying that if you do not believe that He is that voice from the burning bush in 

Exodus, Almighty God, you will die in your sins. So this is important.  

 But also keep in mind that even the demons believe that Jesus is God, they know He is 

God, but they are not saved.  

 And neither is man by just acknowledging that fact. You must repent of your sins and ask 

Jesus to be Lord and Savior of your life as well! 

 Once that has been established, the Deity of Jesus or that He is Almighty God, then we 

see a battle that is taking place and the reason I have called our study this morning – THE 

BATTLE OF LIGHT & DARKNESS! 

 Think about this for a minute. Have you ever had to get up in the middle of the night to 

go to the bathroom and it was dark in the room, and as you are going, if you have a dog, like I 

did, you tripped over the dog? I have.  

 You see, because it was so dark, I could not see where I was going. I thought the path 

was clear, I thought I was out of danger, until I tripped! 

 But, if there was a light on, I could clearly see that my dog was standing in the middle of 

my path to the bathroom, and I would not have tripped over her! 
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 Now here we have Jesus Christ, Almighty God, stepping into this dark world to shine the 

light of God and lead people to the Father. He guides our path so the Devil can’t trip us up! 

 And thus, the battle begins because the darkness does not like the light, and it will try to 

put it out. 

 Why is that? 

 So people will remain in darkness and they won’t know where to go, they will not see the 

dangers that are out there and they will be all tripped up! 

 Now you may not think this is that important, but it is.  

 Did you know that back in World War II, Britain imposed blackout conditions during the 

German blitz? 

 Why did they do that? 

 So that those bombers wouldn’t have any light to guide them in their night-time 

bombings of Britain’s cities.  

 People had blackout curtains over their windows. Special covers were constructed over 

car headlights so that light couldn’t be seen from above and came out of only a small slit. 

 Blackout regulation compliance was carefully monitored in London. Under blackout 

conditions, even a small light peeking through would be visible, and would seem especially 

bright in contrast to the darkness around. 

 Now let’s fast-forward to our day and the world wants to keep us in darkness. They make 

laws that prevent the light of God from shinning through. And they monitor those laws to make 

sure you are compliant. 
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 I think that is interesting because Satan and this world system that is against God is 

fighting hard to keep people in darkness. Satan does not want them saved but wants to take them 

with him to outer darkness! 

 And here we are in the middle, as we are representatives of Christ, and since the world 

can’t attack God, they attack His representatives and try to extinguish our light! 

 My prayer as we go through our study this morning is that you would see that this battle 

is real, and you would be ready to take a stand and contend for the faith that has been entrusted 

to you. That you would let your light shine in this dark world and even a little light will shine 

brightly in the darkness! 

 I have broken these verses we will be looking at this morning into two main points and 

they are, 

 HE IS LIFE AND LIGHT – JOHN 1:4 

 THE BATTLE – JOHN 1:5 

 So with that as our introduction, let’s begin reading in John chapter 1, beginning in verse 

4 and let’s see what the Lord has for us as we study His Word and we look at this topic - THE 

BATTLE OF LIGHT & DARKNESS! 
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JOHN 1 

 

VERSE 4 

 In this verse we see that Jesus – HE IS LIFE AND LIGHT! 

 And John starts out by telling us that “In Him was life.”  

 Now what kind of life is John speaking of here? Is he speaking of biological life or 

spiritual life? 

 That is a great question, and the English word can mean different things and we can miss 

out on the point that John is making. 

 John is not speaking of physical life here or BIOS. And some may wonder why, because 

that is important, obviously.  

 The reason is simple. Back in John 1:3 John spoke of the physical life and that Jesus has 

created all of it. Remember what we read, “All things were made through Him, and without 

Him nothing was made that was made.” 

  That is an important point and we talked about this last time. But life does not come from 

non-life or through a process of evolution but through the creative work of God! He has given us 

physical life as well as all of His creation! 

 Remember what we read in Colossians 1:16-17, “For by Him all things were created 

that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 

And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” 
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 Two main points here.  

 First, Jesus created all things, as I have said. And Paul wants us to understand that point 

so he elaborates on it and speaks of things in heaven or angles, things on the earth or all of 

creation, things you can see and microscopic things that you can’t see. In other words, Jesus has 

created all things! 

 The second point that Paul is making is that Jesus not only created all things, but He 

holds everything together! 

 Make no mistake about it, there is a delicate balance for life to exist and Jesus holds it 

together, so it does not just fly apart.  

 Let me show you what I mean by quoting out of Dr. Lee Chesnut’s book, The Atom 

Speaks.  

 He tells us how puzzling it is that the nucleus of the atom does not blow apart, but it is 

held together.  

 This is what he wrote,  

 Consider the dilemma of the nuclear physicist when he finally looks in utter amazement 

at the pattern he had now drawn of the oxygen nucleus . . . For here are eight positively charged 

protons closely associate together within the confines of this tiny nucleus. With them are eight 

neutrons – a total of sixteen particles – eight positively charged, eight with no charge. 

 Earlier physicist had discovered that like charges of electricity and like magnetic poles 

repel each other, and unlike charges or magnetic poles attract each other.  

 And the entire history of electrical phenomena and electrical equipment had been built up 

on these principles known as Coulomb’s law of electrostatic force and the law of magnetism.  
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 What was wrong?   

 What holds the nucleus together?   

 Why doesn’t it fly apart?   

 And therefore, why do not all atoms fly apart? 

                - Creation-Science Research Center, 1973, pp. 31-33  

 

 He goes on to describe some of the experiments that were performed in the 1920’s and 

the 1930’s that proved Coulomb’s Law applied to atomic nuclei.   

 He said that powerful “atom smashers” were used to fire protons into the nuclei of 

atoms. Those experiments also gave scientists an understanding of the incredibly powerful force 

that held protons together within the nucleus.  

 Scientists have dubbed that force the “strong nuclear force,” but have no explanation for 

why it exists.  

 The physicist George Gamow, one of the founders of the Big Bang theory of the origin of 

the universe, wrote, “The fact that we live in a world in which practically every object is a 

potential nuclear explosive, without being blown to bits, is due to the extreme difficulties that 

attend the starting of a nuclear reaction.” 

 Karl K Darrow, a physicist at the Bell (AT & T) Laboratories, agrees: “You grasp what 

this implies. It implies that all the massive nuclei have no right to be alive at all. Indeed, they 

should never have been created, and, if created, they should have blown up instantly. Yet here 

they all are . . . Some inflexible inhibition is holding them relentlessly together. The nature of 

the inhibition is also a secret . . . one thus far reserved by Nature for herself.”     
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 It is only a secret if you don’t believe what God has told us, that He holds it all together, 

Jesus does and in II Peter, when He lets go, everything melts with fervent heat! 

 You see, God is not only the Creator of life, but He is the Sustainer, He holds them 

together!    

 And that is BIOS or physical life and again, we see that John mentioned that in John 1:3. 

 But here in John 1:4 John is not speaking of physical life or biological life, but ZOË or 

“the life principle” or abundant life we might say, it is not just existing forever.  

 And what John is telling us is that Jesus is not only the Creator of all physical life, but He 

is also the Fountain from which all spiritual life flows! 

 And the idea here is that the life that Jesus gives is a dynamic life, a fruitful life, a 

fulfilled life, a joyful life. In other words – IT IS AN ABUNDANT LIFE! 

 And this is an important subject for John as he uses the word “life” some 47 times in the 

Gospel of John! 

 In John 4:13-14 we are told, “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Whoever drinks of this 

water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never 

thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing 

up into everlasting life.’” 

  The word that John uses here for “life” is ZOË! Yes, as we drink physical water it is 

refreshing, it quenches our thirst but only for a time. You see, as time goes by, we need to drink 

again. But Jesus tells this woman by the well in Samaria that what He has for her is not physical 

water but spiritual water, something that will satisfy, and you will not thirst again! 
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 I like the way that Jesus makes this woman think. You see, as Jesus compares the 

physical with the spiritual, He wants her to see that material things will never satisfy her, even 

though she thought that they would. 

 And that goes for us as well. How often have we said, “Boy, if I only had such-and-

such, that is all I need!”  

 What happened?   

 You still needed something else, the thing you thought would satisfy didn’t! Your latest 

and greatest computer you just bought last week is outdated already!  

 You see, the worldly realm can never satisfy the thirsty soul even though we keep trying 

to accomplish that with worldly things.  

 Jesus is speaking of drinking in the Spirit, spiritual things, that is where true satisfaction 

and lasting satisfaction are found.   

 And this living water only Jesus can give! It is in Jesus that we find this living water! 

 Let me share this insight into this abundant life that Jesus and the Bible speak of. We are 

told,  

 This word “abundant” in the Greek is perisson, meaning “exceedingly, very highly, 

beyond measure, more, superfluous, a quantity so abundant as to be considerably more than what 

one would expect or anticipate.”  

 In short, Jesus promises us a life far better than we could ever imagine, a concept 

reminiscent of 1 Corinthians 2:9: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 

what God has prepared for those who love him.”  
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 The apostle Paul tells us that God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 

ask or think, and He does it by His power, a power that is at work within us if we belong to Him 

(Ephesians 3:20). 

 Before we begin to have visions of lavish homes, expensive cars, worldwide cruises, and 

more money than we know what to do with, we need to pause and think about what Jesus teaches 

regarding this abundant life.  

 The Bible tells us that wealth, prestige, position, and power in this world are not God’s 

priorities for us (1 Corinthians 1:26-29).  

 In terms of economic, academic, and social status, most Christians do not come from the 

privileged classes.  

 Clearly, then, abundant life does not consist of an abundance of material things. . . .   

 Abundant life is eternal life, a life that begins the moment we come to Christ and receive 

Him as Savior, and goes on throughout all eternity.  

 The biblical definition of life - specifically eternal life - is provided by Jesus Himself: 

“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

you have sent” (John 17:3). This definition makes no mention of length of days, health, 

prosperity, family, or occupation. As a matter of fact, the only thing it does mention is 

knowledge of God, which is the key to a truly abundant life. 

 What is the abundant life?  

 First, abundance is spiritual abundance, not material. In fact, God is not overly concerned 

with the physical circumstances of our lives. He assures us that we need not worry about what 

we will eat or wear (Matthew 6:25-32; Philippians 4:19).  
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 Physical blessings may or may not be part of a God-centered life; neither our wealth nor 

our poverty is a sure indication of our standing with God.  

 Solomon had all the material blessings available to a man yet found it all to be 

meaningless (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15). Paul, on the other hand, was content in whatever physical 

circumstances he found himself (Philippians 4:11-12). 

 Second, eternal life, the life a Christian is truly concerned with, is not determined by 

duration but by a relationship with God. This is why, once we are converted and receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit, we are said to have eternal life already (1 John 5:11-13), though not, of 

course, in its fullness. Length of life on earth is not synonymous with abundant life. 

 Finally, a Christian’s life revolves around “grow[ing] in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  

 This teaches us that the abundant life is a continual process of learning, practicing, and 

maturing, as well as failing, recovering, adjusting, enduring, and overcoming, because, in our 

present state, “we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror” (1 Corinthians 13:12).  

 One day we will see God face to face, and we will know Him completely as we will be 

known completely (1 Corinthians 13:12). We will no longer struggle with sin and doubt. This 

will be the ultimately fulfilled abundant life. . . . 

 True abundant life consists of an abundance of love, joy, peace, and the rest of the fruits 

of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), not an abundance of “stuff.”  

 It consists of life that is eternal, and, therefore, our interest is in the eternal, not the 

temporal. Paul admonishes us, “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:2-3). 

- https://bit.ly/3cYqBKy 
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 Maybe that is the reason we struggle so much in this life because we are so focused on 

the physical and not the spiritual. And the physical is only temporary, it lasts a short time and 

then it has to be replaced with something else, and that has to be replaced and on and on it goes. 

 But the abundant life that Jesus gives to us does not need to be replaced and we can enjoy 

it here and now or we can let the enemy rob us of that joy! 

 Listen to how John put it in I John 5:11-13, “And this is the testimony: that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not 

have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in 

the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you 

may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”   

 Thus, apart from Jesus we are dead and in darkness just as the Scriptures teach us. We are 

told in Colossians 2:13, “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”  

 And in Ephesians 5:8 we are told, “For you were once darkness, but now you are light 

in the Lord. Walk as children of light.”  

 And here in John 3:36 we see Jesus lay it out for everyone to chose as He said, “He who 

believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

 If you want that everlasting life, then you need to come to Jesus. And notice it does not 

say that you have to keep the Law, go to church, do this or do that. You must believe in the Son, 

in Jesus and that abundant life, that everlasting life is yours! 

 And listen carefully because if you reject Jesus, then the Devil is the one who will be 

controlling your life and it is not a good thing. He does not give everlasting life, not even close. 



70 

 

 In John 10:10 Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

 I can’t imagine rejecting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and allowing the thief, the 

Devil to come and steal away your life, kill your relationships, destroy your life! 

 Jesus is the source of life, abundant life, everlasting life! 

 Thus, if Jesus is life, and He is, and we are in Him, we are saved, we have that everlasting 

life! Praise God! 

 And not only is life found in Him but so is light! Not only physical life and spiritual life, 

but physical and spiritual light is found in Him as well.  

 That is what John is telling us, that this life and light are found in Jesus!   

 Listen again to what John tells us here in John 1:4, “. . . and the life was the light of 

men.” 

 Look how this plays out because this is what we see in each of us.  

 First of all, Jesus is life, and we can think of it like this. Not only does He give abundant, 

everlasting life to us, but God became flesh and dwelt among us.  

 In John 1:14 we are told, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 The Amplified Bible puts this verse like this, “And the Word (Christ) became flesh 

(human, incarnate) and tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we 

[actually] saw His glory (His honor, His majesty), such glory as an only begotten son 

receives from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and truth. [Isa 40:5.]” 
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 Not only did God become flesh and dwell among us, but the glory of the Father shinned 

through Jesus. He was the light of the world and I should not say “was” He IS the light of the 

world! 

 Look at what we are told in John 1:9, “That was the true Light which gives light to 

every man coming into the world.” 

 Not only did God become flesh and dwell among us and radiate the Shekinah glory of 

God but that light of God He gives to us so that we may shine for Him! 

 Think of it like this. We are not the light, but the light of God shines through our lives. 

And the picture I want to give you of this, even though it does not really do it justice, but you 

will get the point, is that of a pumpkin. 

 Imagine carving a pumpkin and then placing it outside, in the darkness of the night and 

there are no lights upon it at all. As great as that pumpkin might look, you can’t see it because it 

is dark outside. 

 But, if you took a light and placed that light inside the pumpkin, it doesn’t matter how 

dark it is outside because the light will shine through that pumpkin and illuminate it! 

 How does that relate to us? 

 Think about it. When we come to Jesus, when we repent of our sins and ask Jesus to be 

Lord and Savior of our lives, we are saved, then Jesus enters our lives. In other words, the light 

of the world is in us and He will shine through us! 

 First life and then light, that is the order for us. We can’t shine apart from Christ.  

 And that is what we are to do, shine for Jesus! 
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 Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world. A city 

that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 Listen again to what Jesus is saying here.  

 He tells us, “You are the light of the world . . .”  

 What Jesus is saying here is that “You alone are the light of the world!” 

 That should just make sense to us. How can an unsaved person shine for Jesus? They 

can’t because the light of God is not in them, Jesus is not in them.  

 In fact, Paul said in I Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man does not receive the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 

they are spiritually discerned.” 

  Again, how can the unsaved know the things of God when they don’t know God. They 

can’t! 

 Let me give you this example from this past Resurrection service and what one pastor 

had to say. We are told,  

 Sen. Raphael Warnock, an ordained minister, deleted an Easter Sunday tweet that drew 

accusations of heresy. 

 Warnock, D-Ga., used his Twitter account to claim Easter transcended the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, and that both Christians and non-Christians can save themselves by doing good. 
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 “The meaning of Easter is more transcendent than the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ,” tweeted Warnock, who rose to national prominence as senior pastor of the Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s former church in Atlanta. “Whether you are a Christian or not, through a 

commitment to helping others we are able to save ourselves.” 

 Warnock deleted the tweet several hours later after being lambasted on Twitter as a 

“phony pastor” and “false teacher,” and for promoting “false doctrine,” “blasphemy,” and 

“unbiblical theology,” according to The Washington Times. 

 Many Twitter users pointed out Warnock’s remarks were “heresy,” according to 

Townhall. 

 “This is a false gospel and heresy. We cannot save ourselves,” attorney Jenna Ellis 

tweeted. “The absolute truth and only meaning of Easter that matters is the literal, physical 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we must accept Him as Lord and Savior. Read Romans, 

‘Reverend’ Warnock. You are a false teacher.” . . .  

 Some people pointed out Warnock attended a college often criticized as a “bastion of 

liberal theology.” 

 “He went to Union Theological Seminary, where their students confess their climate sins 

to plants,” Daily Wire Joe Brown tweeted. 

 Easter is one of the year’s holiest days for nearly 2.3 billion Christians around the world. 

The day celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus. “In doing so, he conquered death and redeemed us 

from sin if we believe in Him,” according to Christianity.com. 

- https://bit.ly/3fXxmOu 
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 How can he come to such wrong conclusions? 

 Because, from his own words, it does not sound like he is saved and thus, he can’t know 

the things of God and does not shine the light of God but is walking in darkness! 

 Therefore, without Jesus, they are dead and in darkness. They are lost. Think about it. 

They may be physically alive, but they are spiritually dead and the things that they do and the 

things that they say reflect that sin nature that is in them.  

 And it is interesting that the unsaved have this inborn fear towards both death and 

darkness. And yet, God wants to give them life and light, but it is only found in Jesus! 

 Hopefully that makes sense to us. We are in Christ and He is in us and thus, we are to 

shine for Jesus and shine brightly for Him.  

 When people see our lives, they should be seen as a lighthouse to warn people of the 

danger ahead of them and direct them to safety, which is only found in Jesus! 

 Now the problem comes when we are not shinning because we are hiding our light and if 

we are doing that, guess what we are blending into? We are blending into the darkness! Place 

your light, your life in Christ in such a way that people can see it. 

 There is another problem, our light may be dim, going out. What can we do? I like what 

one writer said,  

 A man returning from a journey brought his wife a matchbox that would glow in the 

dark. After he gave it to her, she turned out the light, but it could not be seen.  

 Both thought they had been cheated.  
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 Then the wife noticed some French words on the box and asked a friend to translate 

them. The inscription said: “If you want me to shine in the night, keep me in the light.”  

 So it is with us! We must expose ourselves to Jesus, delight in his Word, and spend time 

in prayer soaking up his rays. As Paul says:  

 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed 

 into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 

 Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

 If you want to shine in the night, keep your eyes on the light. 

- R. Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount, pp. 85-86 

  

 I think we have clearly seen that life and light go together. You must be saved to obtain 

that abundant, everlasting life and once you are saved the light of Jesus shines in you and 

through you! And as people look at your life, the things that you do, they don’t bring glory to 

you, but they see the hand of God upon your life and they give glory to God the Father, at least 

that is what we pray they would do. 

 But I think we also understand that there is a battle going on, a battle of light and 

darkness and that is what John is going to speak of next – THE BATTLE! 

 

VERSE 5 

 Some of you may remember the song by Simon and Garfunkel from way back in 1975 

that was called Slip Sliding Away.   

 This song spoke of the fact that the nearer he got to his destination, the more he was slip 

sliding away! 
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 I not only see that being played out in America, but throughout the world. There is no 

direction, and the closer people think they are getting to where they want to go, they just can’t 

reach it and farther and farther into darkness they are slip sliding away, many not even aware of 

it! 

 Here in John 1:5, when John said, “And the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not comprehend it” is a little difficult to translate.  

 That word “comprehend” can have two meanings to it, and I think that both do apply.  

 As the light of God was shining many did not understand it, their eyes were blind to the 

truth. Thus, God will give light to those who seek the light and for those that don’t, they shall 

remain in darkness.   

 Also, the word “comprehend” can mean to extinguish. In other words, the light has 

come into the world, Jesus Christ, and the darkness will try to put it out, but it will not succeed. 

The Word will be victorious despite the opposition. 

 But that does not stop this battle that is going on because the Devil wants to destroy as 

many lives as he can, and as I look at our nation today, it is working!  

 Darkness should not be able to expel the light, it has no power to do that and yet, for 

many in the church today, their light has gone out and they are letting the darkness grow stronger 

and stronger! 

 What do I mean by that? 

 I mean that the church, in large, not every church obviously, but many have embraced the 

homosexual agenda, the transgender agenda, the Black Lives Matter agenda, the Antifa agenda. 

In other words, by allowing sin into the church, they are allowing the darkness to come in 

because they refuse to shine the light of Christ! 
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 We are to be a light in a world that is in darkness, just as Jesus was. Don’t let the 

darkness put out your light or dim it, but let it shine.  

 And think about it, when you turn on the light what happens to the darkness?  

 It is extinguished by the light! You don’t really have to do anything but shine and the 

darkness will flee! 

 Let me give you some insight to this battle, and I think most if not all of you have seen 

what has happened in this country and it has happened very quickly. We are told,  

 What in the world has happened to the United States? What a dysfunctional mess! 

 While several factors have contributed to our country’s chaotic state, one that stands out 

above the rest is our culture losing its moral and ethical roots. 

 What is moral and what is not is clearly defined, but sadly, countless Americans these 

days are choosing to redefine the meaning of moral in order to justify their self-indulgent, 

hedonistic behaviors and lifestyles. 

 As our society becomes one of rot, behaviors and principles of Americans become rotten 

as well - and as the moral compass of Americans continues to decay, so decays the popular 

culture as well as America’s political system. The latter is clearly exemplified by newly elected 

members of Congress who are Socialist Democrats.  

 These anti-Americans are injecting poison into our country and pushing for the same 

socialist policies that destroyed Venezuela. 

 Much of the moral decay can be directly attributed to our country increasingly opposing 

God over the years in favor of secular humanism. 

 

 



78 

 

 As we continue to reject God and push him out of our country, we are swinging our doors 

wide open and welcoming corruption, hatred and violence into our country with open arms. 

 In Edward Gibbon’s final volume of “The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 

Empire,” three of the five major causes he identifies behind the fall of one of history’s greatest 

empires that today’s America currently identifies with are: the breakdown of the family, an 

insatiable craving for pleasure and the decay of religion. 

 We have digressed into a nation as wicked as (if not more wicked than) Sodom and 

Gomorrah as clearly evidenced by the increased acceptance of sexual immorality and New 

York’s, gruesome abortion law that Gov. Cuomo pressured the state into enacting. 

 Our country’s rapid descent into apostasy is undoubtedly leading our country into a 

calamitous future, and it is imperative that Americans take heed of the words of wisdom of two 

former presidents. 

 George Washington stated in his famous farewell address, “Of all the dispositions and 

habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. And 

let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. 

Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 

structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in 

exclusion of religious principle.” 

 The U.S. is steering off course onto the broad road leading to destruction comparable to 

the one ancient Rome traveled upon that led to their demise. What the United States is in 

desperate need of is a united spiritual revival. 
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 Otherwise, as Ronald Reagan forewarned, “Without God, there is no virtue because 

there’s no prompting of the conscience. And without God, democracy will not and cannot 

endure. If we ever forget that we are one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone 

under.” 

- http://bit.ly/2G8YgzR 

 

 How true that is. Without God, without the Word of God to guide us, we are walking in 

darkness. The darkness of the imagination of our own hearts and look at where it leads us – to 

death and destruction. 

 You don’t think so. Remember when AIDS first came out, I took care of AIDS patients 

before there was even the name for AIDS, they did not know what it was. And how did this 

spread so quickly? 

 Because, within the homosexual community, with the multiple partners that they had, one 

spread to many, many others. 

 And here’s the thing. AIDS could have been done away with if homosexual activity was 

done away with and within the heterosexual community, married couples engaged in sexual 

relations and not outside the marriage relationship. 

 God’s standard was one man and one woman, married to engage in sexual relations and it 

was good.  

 But Satan comes along and tells people to have sex with anyone and everyone you want, 

and you can enjoy sex. 
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 And the consequences that Satan brought upon mankind was death and destruction! 

Sound familiar. God came to give us abundant life and Satan wants to destroy life and you tell 

me who loves you, God or the Devil! 

 Let me share with you a few Scriptures. We are told in Isaiah 5:20, “Woe to those who 

call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put 

bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”  

 This is the battle! Those who are in opposition to God reverse what God desires to 

appease their flesh. Evil is good and good is evil. They love the darkness because their evil is not 

exposed in the darkness, but it is in the light! And they love the bitter things instead of the sweet 

things of God! 

One writer put it like this,  

However contrary to reason and experience, we find ways to rationalize sin. We redefine 

it. We change the labels. It is possible to lose one’s sense of taste, the taste of the heart, not by 

age or injury but by choice, by rejecting the law of the Lord and despising the word of the Holy 

One (v.24). If we do not discover sweet to be sweet but insist that reality be redesigned so that 

our taste for bitter can not only be satisfied but called sweet, how can the grace of God thrive 

under those conditions? Do we enjoy the right things? Do we call good and evil by their true 

names? Or is that passé? 

- Raymond Ortlund, Jr., Isaiah, p. 71 
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 That is exactly right, and we have seen our society flourish in this kind of thinking, and it 

is leading us down a very dark road away from God! When we come to the conclusion that 

everything is relative then everything gets turned around and we start calling evil good and good 

evil, just like we are doing today! Just like Judah, we are using clever and deceptive words to 

blur moral issues and excuse our sin. 

 And what the church has done is that they are trying to befriend the world and to do that 

they must compromise their faith and we have seen that in the church today.  

 But Paul tells us in II Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 

communion has light with darkness?” 

 Make no mistake about it, light and darkness don’t mix, and righteousness and 

lawlessness don’t mix. Thus, to get the world to accept us, to like us, we must become darkness 

and lawlessness! Don’t do that! 

 Yes, there is a battle going on and many wonder what we should do about this. Peter tells 

us in II Peter 1:19, “And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to 

heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 

your hearts.” 

 Yes, it is dark outside, it is dark in the hearts and lives of people, in nations but if we are 

the light of God, we have the Word of God to encourage us, guide us, and light our path and we 

need to shine until Jesus comes! 
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 And the message we give to them is simple. Luke 1:78-79 we see Luke tell us what Jesus 

has come to do, “Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on 

high has visited us; To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To 

guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 God has come, He has visited us as God became flesh and dwelt among us, the 

Incarnation. And He has come to bring light to a world that was in darkness and we were 

doomed to death, eternal separation from God. And for those who come to the light, He will 

guide their feet in the way that they should go, it is the way of peace and not of destruction! 

 And here’s the thing, and we do see this played out for us. Whatever you are in love with 

will control your life, your actions!  

 Jesus said in John 3:16-21, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For 

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 

Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 

Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing 

evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he 

who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have 

been done in God.” 

 You see, what you love will be manifested in your life. Either your love for Jesus, which 

will cause you to shine forth His love. 
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 Or your love for this world and the things of this world and you will not shine light, but 

darkness! 

 Let me share this with you to give you this perspective.  

 In the first creation we see God speak forth – LET THERE BE LIGHT! That is physical 

light! 

 But in the new creation we see the entrance of light, the light of God into the heart of the 

believer or as Paul wrote in II Corinthians 4:3-6, “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 

those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, 

lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on 

them. For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your 

bondservants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 

darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Jesus Christ.” That is the Spiritual light! 

 There it is. The battle! The god of this age has blinded the eyes of those who are 

perishing.  

 But make no mistake about it, the light of God has come and has shinned into the 

darkness of our hearts and has expelled that darkness and now we can shine for Him! 

 It is as Warren Wiersbe has said,  

 Light and darkness are recurring themes in John’s Gospel. God is light (1 John 1:5) while 

Satan is “the power of darkness” (Luke 22:53). People love either the light or the darkness, and 

this love controls their actions (John 3:16-19).  
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 Those who believe on Christ are the “sons of light” (John 12:35-36). Just as the first 

Creation began with “Let there be light!” so the New Creation begins with the entrance of light 

into the heart of the believer (2 Cor 4:3-6).  

 The coming of Jesus Christ into the world was the dawning of a new day for sinful man 

(Luke 1:78-79). 

 You would think that blind sinners would welcome the light but such is not always the 

case. The coming of the true light brought conflict as the powers of darkness opposed it.  

 A literal translation of John 1:5 reads, “And the light keeps on shining in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it or understood it.”  

 The Greek verb can mean “to overcome” or “to grasp, to understand.”  

 Throughout the Gospel of John, you will see both attitudes revealed: people will not 

understand what the Lord is saying and doing and, as a result, they will oppose Him.  

 John 7-12 records the growth of that opposition, which ultimately led to the crucifixion of 

Christ. 

- Warren Wiersbe, The Wiersbe Bible Commentary – NT, p. 229 

 

 Make no mistake about it, there is – THE BATTLE OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS! 

 What John is telling us is that the light has invaded a world filled with darkness as Jesus 

came into this world. And the darkness could not extinguish it or overcome it and the reality is, 

no one can put out the light of Christ, even though they may try. 

 The millions who have tried are long gone and many have been forgotten, but the Lord 

lives on and He will because He is eternal!  

 And what we are to do is – SHINE! 
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 Just as they could not put out the light that Jesus has brought, they can’t put out our light 

because it is the light of Christ! 

 And I will close with these encouraging words from a song by Children of the Day from 

back in 1971. The song goes like this,  

 When the room is dark and empty and night shadows start to fall, 

 And when the leaves of evening make the writing on your wall. 

 When it gets to be too fright’ning shadows lurking left and right. 

 Don’t try to drive the darkness out, you just turn on the light. 

 We are the children of the light and we’re children of the day. 

 We need not always stumble in an ever darker way. 

 Though the darkness may close in around with shadows everywhere, 

 Still Jesus Christ is in our hearts the light of the world is there.  

- Children of the Day, Album - Come to the Waters 

 

 May we turn on the light of Jesus and dispel that darkness as we shine for Him! 


