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 Welcome back to part 2 of our prophecy update 2020, A Thief in the Night! Hopefully I 

did not blow you away in our first study, and if I didn’t, hang in there because what I am going 

to share with you next, will blow you away.  

 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

 We are going to focus here on AI or artificial intelligence and how this all relates to the 

Image of the Beast spoken of in Revelation chapter 13 and how to control the people of this 

world. 

 

 

 To set this up I need to talk about Starlink. Some of you may not be familiar with what 

this is all about, so let me fill you in. 
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 Starlink is something that Elon Musk has come up with and it is brilliant. With Starlink, 

Elon Musk is trying to bring Internet access to every person on this planet, from the rainforests to 

antarctica! 

 You see, today nearly half of the world’s population does not have access to the Internet 

because it is costly to place underground cables in some of these remote areas. 

 And even with traditional satellites, it is costly, and its orbit is some 22,236 miles in 

space orbiting the earth. Thus, one satellite to service a lot of people means that the data 

capability is very limited, and the signal has to travel a long distance so there is a lot of lag time. 

 But Elon Musk thinks he has the solution to that problem, and that is what Starlink is all 

about. It is a globe-encircling network of internet-beaming satellites that will allow every single 

person on this earth access to the Internet! 

 Usually we can place one satellite int orbit on one rocket because they are big. But Elon 

Musk has come up with a solution, he has made them flat. Thus, in one rocket they can place 90 

of these satellites and it is estimated that they need some 40,000 to cover the whole earth! And 

they hope to do that within the next few years! 
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 Right now there are over 700 of these satellites orbiting the earth and at a much lower 

orbit than the 22,236 miles above the earth. These are somewhere between 200 and 400 miles 

above the earth! 

 

 Now with that lower orbit, what if one falls out of orbit?  

 90% of that satellite will self-destruct and what will happen, as these satellites will 

communicate with each other, is that they will move in place to cover the area that the previous 

one had! And because they are using lasers, not frequency waves, they will be able to 

communicate with each other within 100 milliseconds!  

 So now anyone in the world can have access to the Internet and that leads me to 

something else the Elon Musk is doing and that is called Neuralink. 
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 I don’t want to freak anyone out, but one of the articles that I have read regarding this, 

and not from a Christian’s point of view, but an organization called – IEEE and it is here for the 

“Advancing Technology for Humanity.” And they have called this article, “Elon Musk 

Announces Neuralink Advance Toward Syncing Our Brains With AI.” 

 

 Like I said, a little freaky when you think about this! And just to let you know how far 

they have come with this; they have already demonstrated how this chip works as they implanted 

it into a pig! 

 Let me share just a little from this article about Neuralink. We are told,  

 Celebrity engineer Elon Musk today announced a breakthrough in his endeavor to sync 

the human brain with artificial intelligence. During a live-streamed demonstration involving farm 

animals and a stage, Musk said that his company Neuralink had built a self-contained neural 

implant that can wirelessly transmit detailed brain activity without the aid of external hardware. 

 Musk demonstrated the device with live pigs, one of which had the implant in its brain. A 

screen above the pig streamed the electrical brain activity being registered by the device. “It’s 

like a Fitbit in your skull with tiny wires,” Musk said in his presentation. “You need an electrical 

thing to solve an electrical problem.” 

 

 

 

https://www.neuralink.com/
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 Musk’s goal is to build a neural implant that can sync up the human brain with AI, 

enabling humans to control computers, prosthetic limbs, and other machines using only thoughts. 

When asked during the live Q&A whether the device would ever be used for gaming, Musk 

answered an emphatic “yes.” 

 Musk’s aspirations for this brain-computer interface (BCI) system are to be able to read 

and write from millions of neurons in the brain, translating human thought into computer 

commands, and vice versa. And it would all happen on a small, wireless, battery-

powered implant unseen from the outside of the body. His company has been working on the 

technology for about four years.  

 The BrainGate consortium and other groups have used BCI to enable people with 

neurologic diseases and paralysis to operate tablets, type eight words per minute and 

control prosthetic limbs using only their thoughts.  

 Neuralink has developed a surgical robot capable of inserting the implant’s electrodes at 

shallow depths into the brain. Robotic precision reduces the risk of damage to brain tissue.   

 Neuralink’s first applications for the technology will be for medical purposes, likely for 

people with spinal cord injuries. Musk, in bold fashion, has said he wants to pursue non-medical 

applications too, further in the future. 

- https://bit.ly/2JLoj5N 

 

 

 

 

 

https://spectrum.ieee.org/the-human-os/biomedical/devices/what-is-neural-implant-neuromodulation-brain-implants-electroceuticals-neuralink-definition-examples
https://www.braingate.org/
https://spectrum.ieee.org/the-human-os/biomedical/devices/paralyzed-individuals-operate-tablet-with-brain-implant
https://spectrum.ieee.org/the-human-os/biomedical/bionics/new-record-for-typing-by-brain-paralyzed-man-uses-brain-implant-to-type-8-words-per-minute
https://spectrum.ieee.org/biomedical/bionics/a-better-way-for-brains-to-control-robotic-arms
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 And if you think that this is not such a big deal, let me share this with you. This article is 

called, “Great Reset” Transhumanism: Merging Man & Machine. Listen to what they have to 

say about this. And listen how this will all tie together. We are told, 

 Under the new world order envisioned by the proponents of the United Nations-backed 

“Great Reset,” humans will be merged with machines and technology. Literally. Perhaps most 

incredibly, the Deep State globalists behind the efforts are coming out of the closet. These days, 

they are openly and literally proclaiming their intention to abolish private ownership of property 

and even fuse microchips into people’s brains that will be able to read and manipulate 

individuals’ thoughts. 

 Just last year, the schemes peddled under the “Great Reset” banner would have been 

dismissed as “crazy conspiracy theories.” Today, top globalists such as World Economic Forum 

boss Klaus Schwab, UN chief (and socialist leader) Antonio Guterres, IMF leader Kristalina 

Georgieva, and others are trumpeting their agenda from the rooftops. World leaders such as far-

left Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau are doing it too, despite frantic efforts by the fake 

media to downplay the significance. 
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 As The New American reported this summer, shortly after the “Great Reset” agenda was 

unveiled, there are many elements to the plot. Everything must change, from education and 

business to the global economy and governance, Great Reset advocates declared during the 

summit announcing the scheme. However, one area that has not received nearly as much 

attention is the plan to fuse human beings with technology under the guise of “improving” 

mankind. 

 WEF chief Schwab, the chief marketer of the Great Reset who recently released a book 

with that title, has proclaimed that a key element of the “reset” will be the so-called “Fourth 

Industrial Revolution.” And in very public statements, he has explained what this means: 

merging man with machines. “What the fourth industrial revolution will lead to is a fusion of our 

physical, digital and biological identity,” Schwab explained in a speech to the Chicago Council 

on Global Affairs. 

 Schwab, whose accent and demeanor make him appear to be almost a caricature of some 

evil cartoon villain, even wrote a book on the subject in 2016 entitled Shaping the Future of 

The Fourth Industrial Revolution. In it, the globalist schemer explains how looming 

technological changes will allow governments to “intrude into the hitherto [previously] private 

space of our minds, reading our thoughts and influencing our behavior.” 

 “Fourth Industrial Revolution technologies will not stop at becoming part of the physical 

world around us - they will become part of us,” continued Schwab. “Indeed, some of us already 

feel that our smartphones have become an extension of ourselves. Today’s external devices - 

from wearable computers to virtual reality headsets - will almost certainly become implantable in 

our bodies and brains.” 
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 Among those technologies are “active implantable microchips that break the skin barrier 

of our bodies,” Schwab explained. These “implantable devices,” Schwab continued, “will likely 

also help to communicate thoughts normally expressed verbally through a ‘built-in’ smartphone, 

and potentially unexpressed thoughts or moods by reading brain waves and other signals.” 

 Even more creepy, perhaps, is that Schwab suggested these technologies would be used 

by governments to determine who may travel and even for “pre-crime” purposes. “As 

capabilities in this area improve, the temptation for law enforcement agencies and courts to use 

techniques to determine the likelihood of criminal activity, assess guilt or even possibly retrieve 

memories directly from people’s brains will increase,” he explained, adding that authorities 

might require “a detailed brain scan to assess an individual’s security risk.” 

 In a post on the WEF website by Danish Parliamentarian Ida Auken, the direction and 

goals of all this transhumanism become more clear. “Welcome to the year 2030,” Auken writes. 

“I don’t own anything,” including a home, and “I have no real privacy. No where I can go and 

not be registered. I know that, somewhere, everything I do, think and dream of is recorded.” But 

her biggest concern is those who refuse to participate. 

 “My biggest concern is all the people who do not live in our city,” Auken explains, 

noting that some stubborn individuals refused to merge with machines. “Those we lost on the 

way. Those who decided that it became too much, all this technology. Those who felt obsolete 

and useless when robots and AI took over big parts of our jobs. Those who got upset with the 

political system and turned against it.” 
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 The push toward transhumanism and merging with computers is becoming especially 

obvious in the “education” system amid the hysteria surrounding COVID. From moving 

everything online and sidelining teachers to bringing in Artificial Intelligence and algorithms, the 

technology is getting downright creepy. Huge totalitarian firms such as Google, which brazenly 

discriminates against Christians and conservatives, are key players as they gather enormous 

amounts of sensitive data on children and blatantly manipulate the public. 

 The WEF, which is leading the push with help from the UN and the IMF, is a 

powerhouse. Every year, it brings together billionaires and even mass-murdering dictators from 

around the world to promote globalism and technocracy under the guise of “helping” humanity. 

Naturally, all of the major tech companies - Facebook, Alphabet, Microsoft, and so on - are 

intimately involved. Fringe billionaire totalitarians such as George Soros are key players, too. 

- http://bit.ly/3mHC4jo 

 

 Now, as creepy as that is, why is this so important? 
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 It is possible that this is how the Image of the Beast will track people. Now some of you 

may be wondering what this Image of the Beast is all about. Let me share what we are told in 

Revelation 13:15-17, “He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that 

the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the 

image of the beast to be killed. He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy 

or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” 

 The Amplified Bible puts these verses like this, “And he is permitted [also] to impart 

the breath of life into the beast’s image, so that the statue of the beast could actually talk 

and cause to be put to death those who would not bow down and worship the image of the 

beast.  [Dan 3:5.] Also he compels all [alike], both small and great, both the rich and the 

poor, both free and slave, to be marked with an inscription [stamped] on their right hands 

or on their foreheads, So that no one will have power to buy or sell unless he bears the 

stamp (mark, inscription), [that is] the name of the beast or the number of his name.” 

 I believe it will be the Pope who is the False Prophet and the one who gives power to the 

Image of the Beast in Revelation. In other words, he turns on this artificial intelligence machine 

and he will also raise up the Antichrist and get the world to worship this man! 

 And with these chips implanted, he will be involved with everyone in the world. Is this 

the Mark of the Beast? I don’t think so but do you really want someone to control your life, some 

artificial intelligence who is programed by world leaders telling you what is true and what is not, 

giving you information? 
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 Oh, wait, we already have that but it is not implanted in our brains, not yet, but we have 

televisions, social media on our smart phones and Internet that are telling us what they want us to 

hear and negating or calling other things that they don’t want us to believe that it is fake news. 

 And there is a lot of fake news on social media. Let me explain. 

 In addition to the billions of human beings using social media, there are also millions of 

robots, or bots, residing within. Bots help to propagate fake news and inflate the apparent 

popularity of fake news on social media. 

 

 Social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.) have become home to 

millions of social bots that spread fake news. According to an estimate in 2017, there were 23 

million bots on Twitter (around 8.5% of all accounts), 140 million bots on Facebook (up to 5.5% 

of accounts) and around 27 million bots on Instagram (8.2% of the accounts). A hundred and 

ninety million bots on just three social media platforms – more than half the number of people 

who live in the entire USA! 

 Bots are not physical entities, like R2D2 in Star Wars. They reside on social media 

platforms, created by someone with computer programming skills, comprised of nothing but 

code, that is, lines of computer instructions.  
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 So, bots are computer algorithms (set of logic steps to complete a specific task) that work 

in online social network sites to execute tasks autonomously and repetitively. They simulate the 

behavior of human beings in a social network: interact with other users, and share information 

and messages. Because of the algorithms behind bots’ logic, bots can learn from response 

patterns or input values how to respond to certain situations. That is, they possess artificial 

intelligence (AI).  

 Bots’ tactics work because average social media users tend to believe what they see or 

what’s shared by others without questioning (or in this case, looking carefully at the user profile 

of the source of information) on Facebook, retweets on Twitter, trending hashtags, among others. 

So bots take advantage of this by broadcasting high volumes of fake news and making it look 

credible. 

- https://bit.ly/3gmyw4o 

 

 That is a serious problem, what is truth? And when a group of people have control of the 

information that is allowed to be presented on social media, they have control of the people. And 

now we have this brain implant that also can control people, or we have the potential of this 

coming to pass, it has not been perfected yet, but they are working on it! 

 And please understand that all that is happening in our nation and in this world is 

working together for this One-World Government!  

 And behind this One-World Government, helping to push it into power, is the church or 

the apostate church I should say! 
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 And please understand that the technology for AI and for these other things will continue 

to grow and I believe it is going to move very quickly and the reason for that is simple. We now 

have AI that is able to come up with answers to many problems in a much faster time than for a 

human being to do.  

 

 I am not saying it is all bad, but we do have to understand that technology can be used for 

good and evil, it just depends who has control of that technology! 

 Make no mistake about it, AI, or artificial intelligence, will grow quickly in 2021. 

 And yes, this may seem like a futuristic concept, but your life is already experiencing AI 

every time a streaming service suggests a movie based on your past choices. 

 Another example of AI being used today is when you see ads on social media that are 

based on your viewing habits. Big data will influence how you shop, eat and entertain yourself. 

 And let me leave you with this to think about, because there are many who are concerned 

about AI and as they can gain more intelligence, more ability to think on their own, they may 

take over the world! I don’t see that happening because God does not tell us that, but we are 

moving in that direction and I wonder how long we have left before the Lord comes back. 

 And if you think I am going overboard, listen to a man who is working with this 

technology and yet, he sees the danger. I will read you the quote and then I will tell you who this 

is from. 
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 “AI doesn’t have to be evil to destroy humanity - if AI has a goal and humanity just 

happens to come in the way, it will destroy humanity as a matter of course without even thinking 

about it, no hard feelings.” 

 That was from the technology entrepreneur and investor, Elon Musk! Yes, the guy 

working with Starlink and Nerualink! He is worried about the technology that he is developing! 

 

CATACLYSMIC SIGNS 

 I am sorry, but I am just skimming the surface. Ten or twenty years ago, a Prophecy 

Update was so easy because things were not moving as fast as they are now. So I want to focus 

on one more area, and there are many more we can cover, but I want to focus on the cataclysmic 

signs that we are seeing around the world and to me, it is like the pre-labor pains a woman has 

before going into labor. 

 In other words, these are the events leading up to the seven-year Tribulation Period! I 

think we are very close. And after this I want to focus on our responsibility during the days we 

are living in, how we are to present ourselves in a world that is turning against us. I think it is so 

important and it is something that the Lord has placed upon my heart, something He wanted me 

to share with you, it is that important! And we will deal with that in a few minutes. 

 In Matthew 24:7-8 we are told, “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  

All these are the beginning of sorrows.”  

 First of all, let me say this. What Jesus is speaking of here is, as he said, “the beginning 

of sorrows” or “the beginning of birth pains.”  

https://twitter.com/elonmusk?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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 That means that this is the start of the Tribulation Period and this is what will be going 

on. 

 Now in saying that, you may be thinking, “Why in the world is he speaking about 

what is taking place in the Tribulation Period! Are we going to be here for that? And if we 

are not going to be here, then this is not for us!” 

 We are not going to be here for the start of the Tribulation Period, but we will be coming 

back with Jesus at the end of the Tribulation Period, and I will touch more on that in a few 

minutes. 

 The reason that this is important, the beginning of this labor, is that prior to labor, 

remember what I told you happens, there is that false labor or those Braxton Hick’s contractions 

that are preparing the woman for the true labor that is coming and like it or not, nothing is going 

to stop the labor from happening! 

 So these signs that Jesus is speaking of, we are beginning to see, but the true labor has not 

started, not yet, these are those false labor pains, as I have said. 

In Matthew 24:6, Jesus speaks of these wars and he uses the word “will” in speaking of 

them coming. 

Interestingly enough the word “will” in the Greek is MELLO, (mel’-lo) and that carries 

the idea of continual hearing. There will be constant talk of actual wars and of rumors of wars, to 

a degree the world has never known before.  

And I believe we will be hearing more of wars throughout the world in the coming period 

before the Tribulation begins. 



16 

 

What I really want to focus on here is what comes after these wars and rumors of wars 

that Jesus spoke of. And keep in mind, during the Tribulation Period, these things are occurring 

in the first 3½ years of the seven-year Tribulation Period. 

Let’s first look at “famines” because what we see happening in many parts of the world 

are the things that will lead up to these famines. 

 Listen to how this article starts out in regard to a locust plague in Africa. This article is 

from February 5, 2020 and they wrote, 

 

 Tearing across East Africa right now is a plague of biblical proportions: Hundreds of 

billions of locusts in swarms the size of major cities are laying waste to the crops in their 

path. It’s the worst outbreak in 25 years in Ethiopia. In Kenya, make that the worst in seven 

decades. 
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 Fueling the locusts’ destruction is a bounty of vegetation following unusually heavy 

rains. All that food means the landscape can support a huge number of rapidly breeding 

insects. And the problem is about to get a lot worse - the insect population could boom by a 

factor of 500 by June.  

 The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN is calling the situation in the Horn of 

Africa “extremely alarming,” and estimates that a swarm covering one square kilometer can eat 

as much food in a day as 35,000 humans. Farmers throughout East Africa now face food 

shortages, as the plague consumes both crops in the field and in storage. 

- https://bit.ly/33UKQUC 

 

 And this is from July 12, 2020, again dealing with this locust infestation in Africa and its 

devastating effects! We are told, 

 Locusts are putting 5 million people at risk of starvation – and that’s without COVID-19 . 

. .  

 The most serious desert locust outbreak in 70 years could leave nearly 5 million people in 

East Africa facing starvation, according to the International Rescue Committee (IRC). It comes 

as many of the countries in the region are already struggling to manage food insecurity caused by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. . . .  
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 Now locusts are destroying crops that could have been a lifeline. A square-kilometer 

swarm can consume the same amount of food in one day as 35,000 people. Kenya, Uganda, 

South Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti and Sudan are among the worst-hit countries 

and the outbreak threatens to spread wider, the IRC says. 

 

 Around one in five of the world’s acutely food-insecure people are in the IGAD region, 

an area of 5.2 million square kilometers that comprises Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda, according to a report from the Global Network 

Against Food Crises. . . .  

- https://bit.ly/3qGhVgD 

  

 So we have a famine that is the result of this locust infestation and some 5 million people 

in east Africa are in jeopardy of starvation! This is just the pre-labor pains; the Tribulation Period 

has not started yet! 

 In the United States, there is a “Megadrought” that is affecting the southwest. We are 

told, 

 Much of the southwestern portion of the United States has been gripped by a drought that 

never seems to end, and there is a tremendous amount of concern that patterns that we witnessed 

back during the Dust Bowl days of the 1930s may be starting to repeat. . . .  
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 . . . An estimated 53 million people are living in drought-affected areas. . . .  

 Colorado is one of the states that is being hit the hardest. At this point, more than 93 

percent of the entire state is experiencing very serious drought conditions . . .  

 

 A new study has examined extreme droughts in the region dating back 1,200 years, and 

found that the current conditions have the markings of a “megadrought” that could last decades. . 

. . 

 In addition, supplies of fresh water are going to become increasingly stressed. The once 

mighty Colorado River is now so overused that it doesn’t even run all the way to the ocean 

anymore, and experts are deeply concerned about the future of the river.  

- https://bit.ly/3m0jbaW 

 And once again, drought leads to fires, decrease crop yield, decrease in the amount of 

meat that can be sent to market, and thus, a famine is possible because of it.  
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 And not only that, but in case you haven’t noticed, there is a pandemic happening around 

the world and the result of all of this, a food shortage and more. Listen to this report October 6, 

2020. We are told,  

 A food crisis is worsening around the world as the coronavirus pandemic drags on. 

The pandemic has doubled the number of people who are acutely food insecure, said Arif 

Husain, chief economist at the United Nations World Food Programme, from 135 million people 

in 2019 to 270 million. Food aid will be at a record, he said, hopefully reaching some 138 

million people globally with food and cash assistance, topping a previous peak after the Iraq war. 

 “We have hunger going up, we have poverty going up, we have unemployment going up, 

we have incomes going down, and we have prices going up,” Mr. Husain said at The Wall Street 

Journal’s Global Food Forum on Monday. “All of this put together means that lots and lots of 

people in this world can no longer afford a decent meal.” 

 Mr. Husain said the world hasn’t seen such a shock to both food supplies and food 

demand on a global scale in the past century. The pandemic arrived at a time of bountiful 

harvests and ample food supplies, but trade disruptions and breakdowns in processing and 

transportation have left millions of people hungry in some of the world’s most vulnerable 

regions. 

 Mr. Husain said the coronavirus pandemic has resulted in some 500 million jobs lost 

world-wide, sapping people’s purchasing power and leading to a global financial crisis. 

- https://on.wsj.com/2LjbZKs 
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 I can go on, but I think you get the picture and I hope you can see how we are close to a 

huge food shortage and a global famine potential, which will help usher in the One-World 

Government. 

 Next on the list from Matthew chapter 24 is, and I don’t want to say it, but I will, 

“pestilences”! 

 

 I know that people are all over the spectrum on this in regard to the COVID-19 and I am 

not going to debate that here, that is not the point. But what I want you to see is how things can 

quickly change with the introduction of a virus!  The word pestilence comes from the Greek 

word “loymos” which means plague, a fatal epidemic disease.  

 Again, this is happening during the first 3½ years of the Tribulation Period and thus, what 

we see here with this COVID-19, is a picture of what is to come, but on a larger scale! 

 There is a lot of infectious diseases out there and many more in the laboratory and if they 

got out, look out! But let me just share a few that we know of and how deadly they truly are. 

 I am sure many of you have heard of EBOLA, it has a 90% mortality rate!  
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 Then there is MARBURG VIRUS DISEASE, from the same family of viruses as 

Ebola, Marburg causes similar symptoms as Ebola and is spread in a similar way, 

through contact with the blood, bodily fluids or tissues of infected people. As with 

Ebola, burial practices that involve direct contact with the deceased person can drive 

the spread of disease. Marburg is incredibly deadly, killing as many as 88% of people 

it infects. 

 And then we have LASSA FEVER and like Ebola and Marburg, Lassa fever is a viral 

hemorrhagic illness that damages organs and ruptures blood vessels, and 1 in 5 people infected 

with Lassa virus has severe disease affecting the liver, spleen or kidneys. . . . While Ebola and 

Marburg cause sporadic and deadly outbreaks and then subside, Lassa fever regularly causes 

prolonged outbreaks in several countries in West Africa, killing 1-15% of those infected. 

 Next is NIPAH which is a distant cousin of the measles virus, Nipah can kill up to 75% 

of people it infects and has caused frequent outbreaks in South-East Asia since its emergence in 

1998. The virus can cause extreme brain swelling, the symptoms of which are headache, stiff 

neck, vomiting, dizziness and falling into a coma.  

 (Information obtained from https://bit.ly/39RGPnv)  
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 And I can go on, but I don’t want you to start checking to see if you have any of these 

diseases, I don’t want to freak you out. But the potential is out there and I should not say 

potential, these things will come to pass, maybe not the ones I shared here but there are many 

others we know of and some we don’t yet, and Jesus warned us that these things will come to 

pass. 

 And the last one I will focus on is “earthquakes” and we have seen an increase of 

earthquakes recently. Let me show you what I mean. 

 

 We are told,  

 Unusually large earthquakes have been striking diverse locations all over the United 

States in recent months, and experts are not exactly sure why this is happening.  On Sunday, 

[August 9, 2020] a very strange magnitude 5.1 earthquake that hit North Carolina made 

headlines all over the nation. . . .  

 A 5.1 magnitude earthquake felt in Charlotte shortly after 8 a.m. Sunday was centered 

just over a mile south of Sparta, near the Virginia border, the strongest quake to hit North 

Carolina in more than a century. 

 In fact, it was the strongest earthquake in the state since 1916, according to the National 

Weather Service, when a 5.2 magnitude quake occurred near Skyland, just outside of Asheville. . 

. .  
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 Of course this earthquake in North Carolina is just the latest in a series of very large 

earthquakes that have hit our country in recent months. 

 For example, on July 22nd a magnitude 7.8 earthquake hit Alaska . . .  

 A powerful 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Alaska, south of the 

Aleutian Islands, Tuesday night (July 21) local time, prompting fear of a tsunami, the U.S. 

Geological Survey reported. 

 Back on May 15th, a magnitude 6.5 earthquake forced the governor of Nevada to declare 

a state of emergency.  According to a local media report, it was the largest earthquake to hit the 

state since 1954 . . .  

 A different earthquake of equal intensity hit the state of Idaho on March 31st.  That 

particular quake was the most powerful that Idaho had experienced since the Borah Peak 

earthquake of 1983 . . . 

 On March 31, a 6.5 magnitude earthquake rolled through Idaho’s Sawtooth mountain 

range, northeast of Boise. It was the second largest earthquake to strike Idaho, according to the 

Idaho Statesman. (The strongest temblor in Idaho history, 1983’s Borah Peak earthquake, 

registered as a magnitude 6.9.) 

 More than 1000 aftershocks followed the initial event, and according to Popular 

Mechanics that area of the country still “hasn’t stopped shaking” . . .  

 On March 18th, a magnitude 5.7 earthquake shook Salt Lake City so badly that it actually 

knocked the trumpet out of the hand of the angel Moroni . . . 

 The 5.7-magnitude earthquake that shook Utah Wednesday morning also dislodged a 

symbolic part of Salt Lake City’s iconic Mormon temple: the trumpet of an angel statue atop its 

highest spire. 
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 Last, but certainly not least, I want to remind everyone that southern California was 

shaken by two very large earthquakes just over a year ago, and those initial quakes were 

followed by more than 80,000 aftershocks . . .  

 More than 80,000 earthquakes have been recorded in the Ridgecrest area since July 4 - 

the aftermath from two of the biggest temblors to hit California in nearly a decade. 

 Experts said the two major quakes - the first measuring magnitude 6.4, the second 7.1 - 

led to a particularly energetic aftershock sequence before slowing down. 

- https://bit.ly/39OqKz7 

 

 Not only do we see earthquakes increasing in frequency, but we also see volcano’s 

erupting more as well. Just look at the ring of fire and that is where it is happening. But, let me 

ask you this question. Do you know where the biggest volcano in the world is located? 

 No, not Krakatoa east of Java. I don’t even know how big that one is, but it just sounds 

cool! The biggest volcano in the world is in . . . . . . . WYOMING! Yes, right here in the United 

States! 
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 And keep in mind that the Yellowstone Caldera measures 30 by 45-miles wide!  

 

 Listen to this report about this super volcano. We are told, 

 The super-volcano beneath Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming has been rising at a 

record rate since 2004 

 It would explode with a force a thousand times more powerful than the Mount St. Helens 

eruption in 1980. [Some report that it would be more than 2,500 times more powerful than the 

eruption of Mount St. Helens] 

 

 



27 

 

 Spewing lava far into the sky, a cloud of plant-killing ash would fan out and dump a layer 

10ft deep up to 1,000 miles away. 

 Two-thirds of the U.S. could become uninhabitable as toxic air sweeps through it, 

grounding thousands of flights and forcing millions to leave their homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This is the nightmare that scientists are predicting could happen if the world’s largest 

super-volcano erupts for the first time in 600,000 years, as it could do in the near future. 

 Yellowstone National Park’s caldera has erupted three times in the last 2.1million years 

and researchers monitoring it say we could be in for another eruption. 

 They said that the super-volcano underneath the Wyoming park has been rising at a 

record rate since 2004 - its floor has gone up three inches per year for the last three years alone, 

the fastest rate since records began in 1923. 

 Robert B. Smith, professor of geophysics at the University of Utah, who has led a recent 

study into the volcano, added: ‘Our best evidence is that the crustal magma chamber is filling 

with molten rock.’ 

 ‘But we have no idea how long this process goes on before there either is an eruption or 

the inflow of molten rock stops and the caldera deflates again’. 

1000 mm = about 40 inches 

100 = about 4 inches 
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 The Yellowstone Caldera is one of nature’s most awesome creations and sits atop North 

America’s largest volcanic field. 

 Its name means ‘cooking pot’ or ‘cauldron’ and it is formed when land collapses 

following a volcanic explosion. 

 In Yellowstone, some 400 miles beneath the Earth’s surface is a magma ‘hotspot’ which 

rises to 30 miles underground before spreading out over an area of 300 miles across. 

 Atop this, but still beneath the surface, sits the slumbering volcano. 

- http://dailym.ai/2JY5YCe 

 

 So we are seeing things shake up and many today are saying, “I feel the earth move, 

under my feet!” Sorry, I just had to do it! 

 But the key for me is that Jesus says that these things will happen in “various places” or 

all over the place, all over this world and we are seeing that today and a prelude to what is 

coming – the Tribulation Period! 

 

WHAT SHOULD WE AS CHRISTIAN DO? 

 If you take anything away from our studies tonight, may you take this with you. It is how 

we, as Christians, are to live in the last days. 

 And I realize that some really don’t care about the Lord’s return, not sure why because to 

me, it is the most exciting thing in the world for us as Christians.  

 Others have put on a behavior that is not fitting of Christians and that also troubles me.  
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 First, let me deal with the Rapture because there are some who believe there is no 

Rapture, or that we go through part or all of the Tribulation Period. That is not true and please 

understand that this teaching of the Rapture is not some new doctrine, not at all. It was taught by 

Paul and it was taught by the early church as well! 

 Listen to what Paul wrote in I Thessalonians 4:13-18 regarding the Rapture of the church, 

“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, 

lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by 

the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by 

no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 

Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 Dr. Renald Showers gives us this perspective on this blessed hope that is before us, the 

Rapture of the church. He wrote, 

 The fact that the glorified, holy Son of God could step through the door of heaven at any 

moment is intended by God to be the most pressing, incessant motivation for holy living and 

aggressive ministry (including missions, evangelism and Bible teaching) and the greatest cure for 

lethargy and apathy. It should make a major difference in every Christian’s values, actions, 

priorities and goals. 

- Dr. Renald Showers, Maranatha, pp. 255-256 
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 We absolutely should be excited about the Lord’s return, it should awaken us out of our 

spiritual sleep and cause us to live our lives in such a way that people would see the hope we 

have, the hope in Jesus and His return for His Bride, the Church! 

 Who is coming back? The “Lord Himself”, Jesus Christ! Where is He coming from? He 

is coming “from heaven.” How will He announce His coming for His Bride? He will announce 

His coming for His Bride, the Church, with a “shout.” He will announce His coming for His 

Bride the Church “with the voice of an archangel.” He will announce His coming for His Bride 

the Church “with the trumpet of God.” Then what will happen? “The dead in Christ will rise 

first.” And notice what takes place next, “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 

up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” And notice for who long we 

will be with the Lord, “And thus, we shall always be with the Lord.” Amen to that! 

 Also, we need to remember that Paul does not want us to be ignorant of this event, the 

Rapture. Why? Because as we look at what is coming upon this world, the wrath of God being 

poured out, we would lose all hope if we had to go through this period of time.  

 We don’t and that is why Paul said in I Thessalonians 4:18, “Therefore comfort one 

another with these words.” 

 First of all, after the dead in Christ rise first, then, as they are being caught up to be with 

the Lord, we are told, “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 

I Thessalonians 4:17. 

 And when Paul tells us that we will be “caught up” he uses a Greek word, HARPAZO, 

and that word means to take by force, to seize. Of this Morris tells us, “There is often the notion 

of a sudden swoop, and usually that of a force which cannot be resisted” (Morris).  
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 Also, in the ancient Greek, the phrase “to meet” was used as a technical term to describe 

the official welcoming of honored guests. 

 Now there are many who will tell you that the teaching of the Rapture did not take place 

in the church until the 1800’s by Darby, but that is not true, as I have said. 

 We have an ancient manuscript from 373 A. D., it is from Ephraem the Syrian or a 

writing derived from his teaching and is called, Pseudo-Ephraem. Thus, this manuscript is dated 

from 373 A. D. to 627 A. D., but long before the 1800’s of Darby’s day! This is what it said, 

 All the saints and elect of God are gathered together before the tribulation, which is to 

come, and are taken to the Lord, in order that they may not see at any time the confusion which 

overwhelms the world because of our sins. 

- Ephraem the Syrian (AD 373 or Pseudo-Ephraem and early seventh-century test based on Ephraem the Syrian) 

 

 Grant Jeffery writes, 

 While the text is attributed to Ephraem the Syrian (AD 373), his teaching was so popular 

in the early Byzantine church in Syria that numerous authors later wrote commentaries on his 

works and incorrectly attributed their later manuscripts to Ephraem the Syrian. These attributed 

works are designed as pseudo (false) if scholars are not totally convinced the books were 

actually written by the attributed authors. Some scholars have suggested that this text should be 

called Pseudo-Ephraem, while others conclude that Ephraem is the original author. 

- The Popular Handbook on the Rapture, Tim LaHaye, Thomas Ice, Ed Hindson, p. 107 
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 We also have this ancient writing known as The Shepherd of Hermas (140 A. D.) and it 

seems to be speaking of a possible pretribulation concept of escaping the tribulation. It reads, 

 “You have escaped from great tribulation on account of your faith, and because you did 

not doubt in the presence of such a beast. Go, therefore, and tell the elect of the Lord His mighty 

deeds, and say to them that this beast is a type of the great tribulation that is coming. If then ye 

prepare yourselves, and repent with all your heart, and turn to the Lord, it will be possible for 

you to escape it, if your heart be pure and spotless, and ye spend the rest of the days of your life 

in serving the Lord blamelessly.” 

 Then there is Irenaeus from 180 A. D. who wrote the following, 

 “And therefore, when in the end the church shall be suddenly caught up from this, it is 

said, ‘There shall be tribulation such as has not been since the beginning, neither shall be.’”  

 Now let me also say this about Irenaeus. Sometimes it seems like he is speaking of the 

church going through the Tribulation Period and other times they are removed. But as you look 

at this writing it seems to be saying that he believed in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture of the Church! 

 I think it is important for us to understand that the early church did speak of the Rapture 

before the Tribulation period and the Lord’s return was eminent or it can happen at any time. 

Now just because the early church taught it or believed it does not make it right.  

 What makes it right is because that is what the Scriptures are saying, that is what the 

Scriptures are teaching! 

 In Revelation 3:10, Jesus’ letter to the church in Philadelphia, the faithful church, said, 

“Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of 

trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.” 
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 This is important for us to see and understand. Jesus said, “. . .  I also will keep you from 

the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the 

earth.” 

 That word, “from” is the Greek word EK and it means “out of.” 

 In other words, this trial that is coming upon the earth dwellers, not Christians for our 

citizenship is in heaven, has a definite period of time, and here it is spoken of as the, “. . . hour 

of trial . . .” which speaks of the last 7-year period known as the Tribulation Period or the 70th 

week of Daniel.   

 God will keep us “out of” this period of time for God does not appoint us to wrath, but to 

salvation!   

 Now, in knowing that the Lord is coming back, and I believe soon, how should we live 

out our faith? 

 The reality is, we should live out our faith like we have been doing, honoring God by the 

things that we do and the things that we say. And yes, it is difficult, especially in the days we are 

living in, but draw close to the Lord and He will draw close to you and He will give you the 

strength you need to live out your faith and shine for Him! 

 And yes, if you are living for Jesus, the world will not understand it, not at all! In fact, 

Peter tells us in I Peter 4:4, “In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with 

them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.” 

 The Amplified Bible puts this verse like this, “They are astonished and think it very 

queer that you do not now run hand in hand with them in the same excesses of dissipation, 

and they abuse [you].” 

 



34 

 

 So don’t think it strange that the world doesn’t like you, they will even put you down. 

Just love them and live for the Lord, let your light shine! 

 In Titus 2:11-15 Paul wrote, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared 

to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might 

redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous 

for good works. Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one 

despise you.” 

 What does grace teach us?   

 The Gospel of grace teaches Christians how to live – to deny ungodliness and worldly 

lusts!   

 This is not only honoring to God, but it draws people to Jesus when they see our changed 

lives.   

 You see, for many people, they will not hear what we have to say about Jesus until they 

see how our lives were changed by Him, the transforming power of God that produces holiness, 

love, peace, the fruit of the Spirit in our lives! If there is no change then our words are empty! 

What is Paul talking about when he says that we are to be looking for the “blessed hope and 

glorious appearing of Jesus Christ”?  

 Make no mistake about it, he is talking about the Rapture. And think about this for a 

minute. This can only be our blessed hope if it happens before the Tribulation Period begins and 

Jesus delivers us from the “wrath to come.” (I Thessalonians 1:10) 
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 So, as we look back on the saving grace that is given to us because of the finished work 

of Christ on the cross of Calvary, we then can look forward to His appearing again for us, His 

return in the Rapture when He comes for His Bride, the Church. 

 Adam Clarke wrote, “FEW portions of the New Testament excel this chapter. It may well 

form the creed, system of ethics, and text book of every Christian preacher. Does any man 

inquire what is the duty of a Gospel minister? Send him to the second chapter of the Epistle to 

Titus for a complete answer.”  

 That truly is what Paul is telling Titus here. He is basically saying, “Son, here are the 

qualities of a sound church and the power to live those qualities. Now continue to speak these 

truths. Continue to exhort the people to live godly lives. Rebuke those who are living contrary.  

And you have not only my authority to do these things, but you have the authority of God as 

you speak forth the Words of God, His truth. People may come against it, but it doesn’t 

change the fact that it is truth!”   

 Again, it is not about us, what we want to do or say, but what does the Lord want us to 

do? 

 Are we concerned for the well-being of others or is it about me and my rights? And I am 

not saying this person is right or that person is wrong, what I am saying is do you care more 

about others or do you care more about yourself? 

 We need to have a correct perspective of what is going on and what the Lord has told us 

about these days. As we do, then we will be able to live accordingly!  
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 Peter put it like this in II Peter 3:11-13, “Therefore, since all these things will be 

dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking 

for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, 

according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells.” 

 Notice what Peter is telling us here. He is admonishing believers to live lives of holy 

conduct and godliness because the Lord is coming back and this world is passing away, it is not 

going to last! 

 The idea that Peter is communicating is that, we should live in such a way that we are 

constantly aware of the fact that we shall soon stand before God and give an account of our time 

on earth, and that should create within us a desire to be at peace with people and without spot 

and blameless toward God. 

 We need to fight feelings of impatience (or resentment) that the Lord is taking so long to 

come back (especially for those believers living in Peter’s day with all the persecution being 

leveled at them by the Roman government), reminding ourselves, that the longer Jesus takes to 

come back, the greater the number of people that get saved! 

 How do we accomplish this? 

 We need God’s Word and God’s Spirit to keep on track as we live between the times. 
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 As Peter tells us in I Peter 2:9-11, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people 

but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained 

mercy.” 

 May we live accordingly and as we do; we bring glory to God and we are a light in this 

world! 

 I like these words that David Kupelian wrote. He said,  

 One of my favorite biblical sayings is what Jesus said to Pontius Pilate: “To this end was 

I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth” (John 

18:37). Is there some reason we’re supposed to be doing something different? I don’t think so. 

 It’s clear that people of conscience cannot advance the cause of liberty and morality by 

resorting to the intimidation tactics of Saul Alinsky, or deliberately creating crisis like the 

government does, or committing criminal acts as some “community organizing” groups do. Or 

telling outrageous lies like so many politicians. But that’s okay. Truth is enough – because when 

properly honed and targeted, it is more than sufficient to annihilate all of their grand seductions. 

- David Kupelian, How Evil Works, p. 256 

 

 Our goal, as we occupy until the Lord comes, is to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a 

lost and dying world. We are not just fighting for the future of America, but really for the future 

of individuals, where they will spend eternity! And I believe that by the grace of God, we will 

accomplish this work that God has called us to do! 
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 Remember what Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:10-13, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in 

the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 

against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand.” 

 May we stand strong in the Lord and shine brightly for Jesus, understanding the spiritual 

warfare that is happening and how these demonic forces are using people like puppets to put 

forth their evil plans, their wicked ways! We are in battle! 

 I pray that you are excited about what you see happening in this world and how it relates 

to Bible prophecy. I hope you are excited about the days we are living in, as difficult as they may 

be and as they will get to be. I hope you are excited to see how the Lord is going to use you in 

these last days to shine for Him. All we need to do is walk accordingly! 

 And remember, “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great 

God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13. 

 


