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 Please turn in your Bibles this evening to Titus chapter 3 as we continue our study 

through the Word of God and tonight, we will finish up Paul’s letter to Titus, the pastor on the 

island of Crete. 

 If you remember from our last study, in Titus chapter 2, we focused on the qualities of a 

sound church. Remember how Paul opened up this chapter. He wrote, “But as for you, speak 

the things which are proper for sound doctrine.” Titus 2:1. 

 And we saw how important it is to have sound or healthy doctrine, but then you must take 

it a step further and apply it to your life. That is what Paul is saying here in Titus 2:1. You need 

to have the right information and then apply it to your life; you need to live what you say you 

believe! It is not just talking the talk, but it is walking the walk!  

 The Amplified Bible puts this verse, Titus 2:1, like this, “BUT [as for] you, teach what 

is fitting and becoming to sound (wholesome) doctrine [the character and right living that 

identify true Christians].”   

 Make no mistake about it, you can’t separate the two! In fact, it is hypocrisy to say we 

believe what the Bible says and then live contrary to what it is saying! The Bible never separates 

doctrine from duty, the truths of God from the behavior we are to manifest.   

 Then, from there he spoke of older men, older women, young women, young men and 

bondslaves or employees and how they were to live out their faith.   

 And then we saw how the Grace of God not only brings us to salvation, but it sustains us 

in this present life. It is by the Grace of God we can live. 
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 Now, as we move into Titus chapter 3 this evening, Paul transitions from telling 

Christians how they are to act in the church to how they are to live in the world. 

 And we can break this chapter down as follows: 

 TITUS 3:1-11 – EXHORTING THE CHURCH 

 TITUS 3:12-15 CONCLUSION 

 And, like I have said, Paul is now moving from how believers are to live in the church to 

how they are to live in society. 

   In other words, as Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”   

 That is so important today as unbelievers are looking at our lives, ready to attack us and 

we give them the opportunities to do just that by our behavior, by our words.  

 Let me show you what I mean by giving you both a good example and a bad example of 

Christianity, and in reality, one is not really a Christian, but just uses that title.  

 This is an article from January 21, 2019 and the name of this article is, “Lady Gaga says 

Mike and Karen Pence are ‘worst representation’ of Christianity” 

 This is what the article said and listen carefully. We are told,  

 Lady Gaga has criticized the US vice-president, Mike Pence, and his wife, Karen, 

over her role teaching art at a school that excludes LGBT students and parents. 

 On stage at her Las Vegas concert residency, Gaga said: “You say we should not 

discriminate against Christianity; you are the worst representation of what it means to be a 

Christian. I am a Christian woman and what I do know about Christianity is that we bear no 

prejudice and everybody is welcome. So you can take all that disgrace Mr. Pence and you can 

look yourself in the mirror and you’ll find it right there.” 
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  Karen Pence is to return to Immanuel Christian School, Virginia, to teach art two days a 

week. She worked there for 12 years before her husband became vice-president. The school has a 

“parent agreement” that states the school can “discontinue enrolment” of a student if they or their 

parents “are in opposition to the biblical lifestyle the school teaches”. This definition includes 

“supporting or condoning sexual immorality, homosexual activity or bisexual activity”. . . .  

 Gaga, who defines as bisexual, has long been a champion of gay rights. Her famous 

“meat dress” was a statement on the anti-LGBT policies in the US military, and her hit single 

Born This Way was a celebration of LGBT identities. 

- https://bit.ly/2W4eamY 

 

 Now, are Mike Pence and his wife Karen correct in what they are doing?  

 Absolutely, there is nothing they are doing that is wrong. They are adhering to a Biblical 

worldview that excludes sexual immorality. And they are not doing this in a hateful way. They 

did not even bring this up to the public, it was brought up by Lady Gaga and others who 

slammed them for living out their faith. 

 On the other end of the spectrum is Lady Gaga, who calls herself a Christian and yet, is 

saying and doing things that are opposite of what the Bible has to say. And, again, I don’t believe 

she is a Christian, not at all. And all I can do is listen to what she says and watch what she does 

and it does not add up to Christianity, not at all! 

 What I want to bring out is this. Jesus said that you will be persecuted for righteousness 

sake and that is key. We are also persecuted for being obnoxious and that is not of God. We are 

to let our light shine so that they can see Jesus and not block the view of Jesus out by our bad 

behavior or words. 
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 I think both Mike Pence and his wife Karen handled this very well and it did not sway 

them away from what God has said in His Word.  

 And we will see that as we look at Titus 3:1-11, as we see Paul exhorting the church.  

 Then in Titus 3:12-15, as I have said, Paul will make his concluding remarks to Titus, his 

son in the faith, who is ministering to the people on the island of Crete.   

 With that said, let’s begin reading in Titus chapter 3, starting in verse 1 and see what the 

Lord has for us this evening as Paul is exhorting the church to live out its faith in society, in the 

world and not have the world living inside of them! 

 

TITUS 3 

 

VERSES 1-2 

 As we start out in this chapter, we see that Paul is exhorting Titus to “remind” them of 

four things that pertain to us as Christians.   

 The word “remind” in the Greek is in the present tense, which means that Titus was to 

keep on reminding them of these things.   

 Why do we have to be reminded of these things? Because we so often forget them when 

we are going through difficult times, persecution, and the like. 

 Peter tells us in II Peter 1:12-15, “For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you 

always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth. Yes, I 

think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that 

shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. Moreover I will be 

careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease.”   
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 You see, a large part of the ministry is reminding people of what they already know, 

keeping it fresh in their minds.   

 As we are reminded of these things it should help to keep us humble and to live lives 

pleasing to God and serving others. It should help to keep us focused upon God and what He 

wants us to do and say and not what we want to do and say! 

 The four areas that Paul will share with Titus cover the first 8 verses of this chapter.   

 He starts out by sharing our duties as Christians – Titus 3:1-2.   

 Then he speaks of our former condition as sinners, as unbelievers – Titus 3:3.   

 From there he moves on to our salvation through Christ – Titus 3:4-7.   

 And lastly, Paul speaks of our mission to an unbelieving world – Titus 3:8. 

 Now I realize that this whole idea of respecting the government, it is a hard one for many 

of you. I have seen your Facebook posts, I know. 

 And you may think that for Titus, this was not such a big deal, not like we have it today 

with our government. You know what that is? It is an excuse. 

 You see, history tells us that the Cretans hated Roman rule, sound familiar? And thus, 

Titus had to deal with this issue and Paul wants Titus to deal with this anti-government sentiment 

in the churches of Crete. 

 As one writer put it, “Christians were often looked on with suspicion in the Roman 

Empire because their conduct was so different and they met in private meetings for worship 

(see 1 Peter 2:11–25; 3:13–4:5). It was important that they be good citizens without 

compromising the faith. Their pagan neighbors might disobey the law but Christians must 

submit to the authority of the state (see Rom. 13).” (Source Unknown) 
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 So what we see here in these first two verses of Titus chapter 3, is that Paul deals with 

our Christian duties, how we are to respect, honor those who are in authority over us.  

 And like I have said, this is a huge problem in the church today and because of that, it 

overflows in the way we treat people who are outside the church, those who are in authority over 

us. 

 Now before your blood pressure goes up, before you get mad at me, before you get ready 

to send me an e-mail telling me how wrong I am, don’t listen to me, but listen to what Paul has 

to say. Now you can accept it or reject it, but if you reject what Paul is saying, or make excuses 

why you don’t follow what he is saying, that is between you and God and guess what, you are 

wrong! 

 In regard to government, listen to what Paul said in Romans 13:1-7, “Let every soul be 

subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the 

authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 

the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers 

are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do 

what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for 

good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 

minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore you must be 

subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. For because of this you 

also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very thing.  

Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, 

fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.”   
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 The Roman government of Paul’s day was just as wicked as our government and yet Paul 

did not call for protests, rebellion, passing of laws to help Christians, but he did call us to submit 

to the government authorities, unless what they tell us to do goes against God’s Word.  

 And what I mean by that is that they tell us we can’t share about Jesus any longer or we 

can’t teach from the Bible or parts of the Bible. Or, with the stay at home order that we had with 

the Coronavirus, if they said that Christian churches could not meet, but everyone else could, 

then we would obey God rather than man. But that is not what has happened, not yet! 

 Now I may not agree with everything our government does, and I don’t, and that is from 

a local level, to a state level, to a national level, but I must respect those leaders for God has 

placed them there!   

 That may be hard to swallow, but listen to what God said of the wicked King, 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in Jeremiah 25:8-9, “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 

‘Because you have not heard My words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the 

north,’ says the LORD, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will 

bring them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all around, 

and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual 

desolations.’”   

 And in Jeremiah 27:5-6 we are told, “I have made the earth, the man and the beast 

that are on the ground, by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and have given it 

to whom it seemed proper to Me. And now I have given all these lands into the hand of 

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and the beasts of the field I have also 

given him to serve him.”   
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 God can use evil people, evil nations to fulfill His plans and in the end, they may even get 

saved as this King did through Daniel showing him the love of God! 

 This is not an option and I realize that some of you may not like it, but it doesn’t change 

the fact that God has said it and we need to obey it. “. . . be subject to rulers and authorities, to 

obey . . .” 

 That doesn’t mean you can’t respectfully disagree with your leaders and tell them so in a 

respectful manner, but we are not to rail against them or speak evil about them. 

 But why? Why can’t we come against them? The simple answer is this is what God has 

said in His Word.  

 But not only that, which should be enough, but listen to what Paul said here, “. . . to be 

ready for every good work.” 

 In other words, by our actions, by what we do, we are open to do good work, to shine for 

Jesus. But, by our words, by our actions, we can close that door as well. 

 Let me ask you this. As you bring your railing accusations against the government, and 

they may be very legitimate, by winning this argument or making these statements, how have 

you won anyone to Christ? You haven’t! 

  And that is the key. That is why Paul didn’t deal with the wicked government, trying to 

overthrow it, but preached Christ crucified because as people change so will a society and maybe 

even a nation! 

 But not only secular governments, but we are to treat all men with humility, being kind to 

people.  

 You see, as Christians we should make an influence on our community!   
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 It is as Paul said in Romans 12:18, “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 

peaceably with all men.”   

 Try to live at peace with people, you do your part, your best, be ready for good works 

even when you think they don’t deserve it.   

 “But that’s not fair, you don’t know what they did to me!”   

 Look at what you did and are doing towards the Lord and He forgave you and He loves 

you unconditionally!   

 Thus, go and do the same! 

 I told you, not easy. Are you all still with me? Why are all those laser lights tagged on 

me? Just kidding, but again, not easy but it is what the Bible says and thus, “Remind them to be 

subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of 

no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.” Titus 3:1-2. It is our 

Christian duty! 

 As Paul goes on in Titus 3:3 he gives us an interesting perspective for another reason we 

should be subject to and obey those in authority over us.  

 

VERSE 3 

 Here we see Paul speak of our former condition as sinners, as unbelievers. 

 Isn’t it easy to forget where we came from, what we were like before we were saved? 

And because of that we then tend to look down on people thinking, “I would never do that. How 

evil they are!”   
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 The reality is, we did that and only by the grace of God do we stand where we are today.  

That is why Paul wants Titus to remind them of their former condition as sinners, as unbelievers.  

 You see, in doing that we will be thankful to God for what He has done in our life.   

 We should be humbled realizing we could not have made this change in our life on our 

own, but He did.   

 It should cause us to have compassion, to extend kindness to those who are lost, and for 

believers who may have gone astray.   

 And it should strengthen our faith realizing that God took a wicked sinner like me and 

made me into a saint in Him and if He could do it with me, He can do it with anyone!   

 Make no mistake about it, God transformed our lives.  

 Remember what Paul said back in I Corinthians 6:9-11, “Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, 

nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such 

were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”   

 That is where we were, but it is not where we are at. Thus, remember where you came 

from and have compassion on those that are not saved. 

 And keep in mind the works of the flesh are all man’s doing, not God’s.  

 In fact, it is what we bring to the table you might say in regard to our salvation, SIN!   

 Not pretty and yet, look at the next four verses and see the salvation that God brings into 

our lives! 
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VERSES 4-7 

 In these verses we see Paul move on to speak about our salvation through Christ. 

 And yes, it is important to remember where you came from, but it is just as important to 

remember your present salvation in Christ, your present condition. In fact, it is even more 

important!  

 You see, when we were in sin, separated from God because of our sin, God stepped in 

and saved us!   

 And once again notice that Jesus, our Savior is called “God” because He is!   

 He is the second person of the Holy Trinity, one God manifested in three distinct persons: 

God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit! 

 Now notice who the initiator of our salvation is – GOD!   

 Look at what we see here, that “He saved us . . . His mercy . . . the Holy Spirit . . . He 

poured out on us . . . through Jesus . . . His grace . . .”  

 He is the initiator and we are the receiver – it is not by works of righteousness.   

 Now think of all the religions of the world and they have, in a sense, a works-based 

righteousness or working your way into heaven. 

 But in Christianity, it is not work based, it is Christ based, and He did the work and we 

receive that free gift by faith.  

 But that is a hard concept for many if not all of us to apply to our lives. We tend to think 

if we read the Bible more God will love us more or if we do this or that, God will love us more. 

 Folks, that is a wrong concept of God. He saved us when we were still wretched sinners 

and He can’t love us any more than He already does nor can He love us any less!   

 What a comfort that is, to know the love of God towards me! 
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 We see here in Titus 3:5 this “washing of regeneration” which carries with it the idea of 

a new life, being born again.   

 In John 3:1-3 we are told, “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that 

You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is 

with him.’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”   

 Now Nicodemus was not too sure what that meant, and Jesus clears things up for him.  

 Jesus tells Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did 

not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 

might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 

God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates 

the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does 

the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in 

God.” John 3:16-21. 

 You see, because of the sin of Adam, we are all dead spiritually speaking and now the 

body appetites control our lives.  

 But when we come to Christ, our spirit is “born again” and no longer are we controlled 

by the body appetites but by the Spirit of God. 
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 It is as Paul said in Ephesians 2:1-9, “And you He made alive, who were dead in 

trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just 

as the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 

grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 

boast.”   

 Then, after we are saved, after the “washing of regeneration” there is the “renewing of 

the Holy Spirit.”  

 What does that mean?   

 It is the sanctification process as the Holy Spirit guides you, shapes your life. It is the 

Holy Spirit working through the Word of God to empower us to live the new life we have in 

Christ.   

 It is as Paul said in II Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in 

a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”   
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 In Galatians 2:20 Paul tells us, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 

who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  

 And in II Corinthians 5:17 Paul said, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”   

 A great picture of this is given to us in John chapter 13 as Jesus washes the disciple’s 

feet. In John 13, starting in verse 3 we are told, “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from 

supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 

with which He was girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, 

are You washing my feet?’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but you will know after this.’ Peter said to Him, ‘You shall never wash my 

feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.’ Simon Peter 

said to Him, ‘Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, 

‘He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, 

but not all of you.’” John 13:3-10. 

 I love Peter, he sees what the Lord is doing, washing their feet, and tells Jesus, “No way, 

Lord! You are not going to wash my feet! You are Lord, I can’t let you do that!”   

 And the Lord told Peter that unless he allowed this, he could not work with Him, be a 

part of Him.  

 And Peter says, “Give me a bath, throw the water all over me, Lord!”  
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 And the Lord tells Peter that is not necessary because you have had a washing of 

regeneration, you are saved, you don’t need to get saved again.   

 And yes, I don’t believe that the disciples were New Testament saints until after the death 

and resurrection of Jesus, which we see in John 20:22 where we are told, “And when He [Jesus] 

said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”  

 What I mean is this. The Christian life consists of one bath – SALVATION: and many 

foot-washings – FELLOWSHIP! 

 You see, once you are saved, you are saved, case closed! But it doesn’t end there, you 

don’t need a complete bath but you do need to wash your feet in a sense because as you walk in 

this world, you are going to get dirty - you need the renewing of the Holy Spirit.  

 It is as Paul said in Romans 12:1-2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 

your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 

will of God.”   

 You see, as you read God’s Word, as you allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart, 

that filth will be washed away, not for salvation but for sanctification and fellowship because we 

are saved by grace through faith in Christ. 

 Now let me deal with two important words, mercy and grace. Let me start with mercy. 

 Mercy essentially means, “not getting what you deserve” or “being delivered out of the 

consequences of what you deserve.” It also means “to show someone leniency and 

compassion.” In other words, we deserve death but “according to His Mercy” He did not give 

us death! 
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 Let me explain it like this. We are told,  

 During the Napoleonic wars in Europe, a mother once approached Napoleon seeking a 

pardon for her son. The emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense 

twice and justice demanded death.  

 “But I don’t ask for justice,” the mother explained. “I plead for mercy.” 

 “But your son does not deserve mercy,” Napoleon replied.  

 “Sir,” the woman cried, “it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask 

for.”  

 “Well, then,” the emperor said, “I will have mercy.” And he spared the woman’s son. 

 That is what mercy is all about folk’s, not getting what we deserve. 

 But if that is all we received, then we would still be in trouble and that is where grace 

comes in. Grace is getting what we don’t deserve.  

 We don’t deserve heaven, we don’t deserve eternal life, but God freely gives it to us 

through His Son Jesus Christ! 

 Listen to what Peter wrote in I Peter 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 

incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.”  

 Make no mistake about it, what God in His Grace began, He will see it through to the end 

by His Grace, as Paul said, “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good 

work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6. 

 Or, as Paul said here in Titus, “that having been justified by His grace we should 

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” Titus 3:7. 
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VERSE 8 

 Here in Titus 3:8 Paul speaks of our mission to an unbelieving world. 

 Now, what is our mission to an unbelieving world? 

 This is something that should just flow from our lives, ministering to the lost the love of 

Jesus Christ.   

 It has been said that faith alone saves, but the faith that saves is never alone!   

 We are not to hate or be angry with the very people we are to reach, the LOST!   

 How come so many Christians show hostility to the lost?   

 Because they have forgotten where they came from and who has brought them to the 

place they are now at!   

 Having that perspective will change your heart as I have said! 

 Now, when Paul speaks of “good works” is he speaking of a works-based salvation? 

 Obviously not, because that would go against the rest of the Scriptures.  

 Let me show you what I mean. In John chapter 6 we see Jesus feed the 5,000 men, plus 

the women and children with five barely crackers and two small sardines. And the people ate and 

were filled and there were even leftovers, twelve baskets full! 

 And Jesus departs from them and they follow after him. And in John 6:26-28, listen to 

what we are told, “Jesus answered them and said, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek 

Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not 

labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which 

the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.’ Then they 

said to Him, ‘What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?’” 

 In other words, they were following Jesus so that He could feed them again, free meal! 



73 

 

 And Jesus is trying to get them to look at the Spiritual aspect of all this. And they respond 

to Jesus by asking Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” 

 In other words, what do we need to do to get into heaven, what kind of work?  

 Now, they should have known better because these were Jews and they knew what Isaiah 

said, that all our righteousness or good works are like filthy rags before a holy and righteous 

God. That it is only through the shedding of blood that you can receive remission from sins! 

 And I love how Jesus answers them because it truly shows us that you can’t work your 

way into heaven. What good works can we do? “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘This is the 

work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.’” John 6:29. 

 Notice though, in these verses here in John chapter 6 they are still thinking on the 

physical level, trying to work their way into heaven and Jesus tells them the only work that is 

needed to be saved is believe in Him, put your faith in Him.   

 In other words, if you believe in the Father you will believe in the Son because the Father 

sent the Son! And this belief is not just acknowledging who Jesus is, it is living in obedience to 

what He has said. Works don’t save us but they identify who we are serving! 

 We are told in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”   

 Remember what we read here this evening in Titus 3:5 where we are told, “not by works 

of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the 

washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.”   

 And in Romans 6:23, from The Living Bible, we read “For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”   
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 The work has been completed for us by Jesus on the cross of Calvary, we just must 

receive that grace gift into our lives by faith! 

 It can’t be any clearer than that. Good works don’t save us, but they should naturally flow 

from a saved life. And as people see our lives, the transforming power of God at work in us, the 

unsaved may be drawn to Christ!   

 It is as Paul said in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”   

 The Amplified Bible puts this verse like this, “For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His 

workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works 

which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared 

ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and 

made ready for us to live].”   

 May we walk accordingly and let our good works bring glory to the Father who is in 

heaven and draw men to Jesus! 

 May we represent Jesus properly in this world! 

 

VERSES 9-11 

 Remember what Paul said in II Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.”   

 Sound teaching, sound doctrine, healthy doctrine is profitable while false teaching, 

unhealthy doctrine is damaging, it can hurt people.   



75 

 

 Thus, don’t waste your time arguing over it.   

 Notice these verses, I Timothy 1:3-4, “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia - 

remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give 

heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification 

which is in faith.”  

 Also, in I Timothy 6:3-5 we are told, “If anyone teaches otherwise and does not 

consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 

which accords with godliness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes 

and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless 

wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness 

is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.”   

 Then, in II Timothy 2:23 we are told, “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, 

knowing that they generate strife.”   

 And Titus 1:13-14, “This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they 

may be sound in the faith, not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who 

turn from the truth.”   

 Why did I spend so much time going through those verses on false teachers and false 

doctrine? 

 Because, as I have learned over the years, you can try to correct them, but most of the 

time they are unwilling to listen to you and they will have so many crazy answers but none are 

Biblical.  

 Thus, don’t waste your time with unhealthy doctrine, it doesn’t pay to argue over it, let 

them go if they refuse to listen. And I have done that. 
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 And Paul’s point is very simple, and it is not unloving because if you let them remain in 

the fellowship, their false teaching, their false doctrine will spread like a cancer.  

 And notice how Paul tells Titus that this is to be carried out. Paul says that if this person 

doesn’t listen to what you are saying after you confront him twice, reject him, have nothing to do 

with him.  

 I remember years ago back in Illinois, we had a couple of guys come into the church who 

were there to spread their theology which stated that only the letters that Paul wrote are for the 

church, even the Gospels are not for us.   

 Now my Pastor watched them, he kept an eye on what they were doing, and he let it go 

for a short period of time. 

 Then, one day after Sunday service he saw them standing in back of the church with a 

group of people huddled around them.   

 So my Pastor went over to see what was going on and heard them promoting their false 

doctrine.   

 Pastor Phil told them they were more than welcome to stay in the church, but they could 

not be teaching these things that were unbiblical.  

 Well, they became very upset and said, “Who gave you the right to tell us what we can 

and can’t say?”   

 And Phil said, “The Lord did as a shepherd over these sheep!”   

 Needless to say, they left the church and moved on to their next church or mission field!  

 Pastor Phil rejected them and what they were teaching, and it was what was needed!   

 And, over the years I have had to do this a couple of times, it was needed! 
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 Listen to what one pastor had to say about this. He wrote,  

 False teachers in the church invariable distort and contradict Scripture, replacing it with 

novel insights, ideas, and notions that confuse and mislead God’s people and undercut their trust 

in God’s revealed truth.   

 The danger of false doctrine is made all the worse because, appealing to the natural man, 

it finds ready acceptance among unbelievers and even among worldly, self-centered Christians 

who are poorly grounded in the Word.  

 It is for that reason that Paul instructs Timothy to “be diligent to present yourself 

approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word 

of truth. But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, . . . [and 

will] spread like gangrene” (2 Tim 2:15-17).   

 Once a false teacher is exposed, he is to be rejected by the church and given no platform 

to spread his spiritually cancerous and destructive falsehoods. He is not to be debated but 

denounced and expelled (cf. 2 Cor 6:14-18).  

 One wonders how many hours and years and lifetimes of Christians have been lost to 

genuine teaching of God’s Word and to effective evangelism and discipling because of time 

wasted with foolish controversies.   

 Although false doctrines themselves certainly are foolish, Paul’s point here is that 

wasting time discussing them is a seriously foolish behavior for God’s people to be involved in. . 

. .  

 The fourth-century church historian Eusebius reported that when the apostles died, a 

conspiracy of godless error arose through deceptive false teachers, who arrogantly propagated 

their insidious lies in opposition to God’s Word.  
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 It is obvious from Paul’s counsel to Timothy and Titus that those godless errors were a 

serious threat to the church even before all of the apostles were gone.  

- John MacArthur    

 

 Make no mistake about it, in the days we are living in, where many say that all roads lead 

to God, we are all on the same journey, where false doctrine is flooding into the church and 

causing many to be tossed to and fro by these winds of doctrine, we need to stand strong in the 

faith that has been entrusted to us!   

 As we read on here in Titus, we see in Titus 3:12-15 Paul making his concluding remarks 

to Titus and the churches on the island of Crete. 

 

VERSE 12 

 We know nothing of this man named Artemas except that he was a godly man in the 

church.   

 Tychicus is mentioned several times in the Scriptures.   

 He accompanied Paul on his third missionary journey to Asia Minor – Acts 20:4.   

 He delivered Paul’s letter to the church in Colosse – Colossians 4:7 and Paul’s letter to 

Philemon.   

 He might have delivered Paul’s letter to the Ephesian church – Ephesians 6:21.   

 He was sent by Paul to replace Timothy in Ephesus for a time – II Timothy 4:12.   

 What is this all about? 
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 I tend to see these two men as pastors who came in to relieve the other pastors, give them 

some time off, like Timothy and Titus, so they could be refreshed, so they could visit Paul and-

so-on. 

 It seems from II Timothy 4:12 that Tychicus was sent to Ephesus rather than to Crete, so 

Artemas was probably Titus’ replacement in Crete.  

 As soon as he arrived, Titus was to go to Nicopolis, where Paul had decided to spend the 

winter. 

 Nicopolis is a common city name, maybe as many as 9 cities that went by that name in 

the New Testament.   

 This Nicopolis that Paul was going to spend the winter at was probably on the west coast 

of Achaia, located in the southern province of Greece. 

 

VERSE 13 

 We again know nothing of Zenas except that he was a lawyer but was he a Jewish expert 

on the Mosaic Law or a Roman litigator, we don’t know.   

 Apollos is mentioned several times in the Scriptures, and he was from Alexandria, Egypt 

and a powerful preacher of the Gospel, (Acts 18:24-25).   

 As these two men passed through Crete, Titus was urged to help them on their journey, 

meet their needs.   

 You see, they were not building up their own ministry but working together for the cause 

of Christ!   

 What a lesson for us to learn!   
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VERSE 14 

 This letter was not just for Titus, but the church in general to exhort them to live godly 

lives, to do good works, to show people that their faith was real.   

 A few years back, when hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and they needed help to 

rebuild, several members of our church went down with Samaritans Purse to help these victims 

out.  

 That is what Paul is speaking about here. Helping people out, ministering the love of 

Jesus Christ to the people of this world. 

 It is as James said, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves. . . . What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not 

have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 

and one of you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,’ but you do not give 

them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by 

itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have 

works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my 

works.” James 1:22, 2:14-18.   

 We are not saved by works, works just show we are saved, that our faith is real. 

 It is as Paul said in Philippians 2:12-13, “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for 

His good pleasure.” 

 Paul is not saying that we are to work our way into heaven, but to work out our salvation 

or let people see what God has done in you as you serve others! 
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VERSE 15 

 Again, Paul starts out with the grace of God and ends with the grace of God because it is 

grace that saves us, it is grace that sustains us and it is the grace of God that sees us to glory!  

 His final words to the church in Crete and to us are, “Grace be with you all. Amen.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


