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TITUS 2

Please turn in your Bibles this evening to Titus chapter 2 as we continue our study
through the Word of God.

As we saw in our study last week in Titus chapter 1, Titus was sent to the island of Crete
by Paul to raise up leaders in the church, to get order back in the church.

Thus, this letter sent to Titus was to not only encourage him in the work but to lay down
the qualifications for leaders, what were the qualities of a sound church, he was exhorting the
church and also exposing the error in the church.

And we saw the ERROR IN THE CHURCH as we looked at Titus 1:10-16. They were
into legalism, fables, they professed that they knew God, but they truly didn’t by their words and
by their actions.

This evening, as we move into Titus chapter 2, we are going to be looking at the
QUALITIES OF A SOUND CHURCH, which are very important for us today, just as they were
for them back then.

Now I do know that many today are not interested in the teaching of God’s Word and
thus, they are open to anything and everything that has the idea of God in it. Even if it is not
Scriptural, and most of the time, it is not!

We have so-called Christian witches, Christian Tarot cards, Christian Yoga, all kinds of
New Age and Eastern Mysticism that has come into the church, even the denying of Jesus being
God, the blood atonement, original sin and-so-on, foundational truths that are from the Word of
God and they are coming against it, and these things have come into the church and they are

staying in the church!
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Is this important for us today?

You bet it is, because Jesus said that in the last days deception would play a big role and
we are seeing that.

And the only way you are going to understand what truth and error are, is by the Word of
God! You can’t go by feelings, because our feelings can be wrong, but God’s Word is never
wrong, NEVER!

Listen to this. We are told,

Shortly after placing a saving faith in Jesus Christ, | posted a quote to Facebook from a
well-known, worldwide preacher. Later | received a message in my inbox from a Christian
friend. She encouraged me to research this man and his Christian teaching before “following”
him further. In my immaturity, I didn’t understand why I needed to question him or what the
seriousness of my post was.

After all, he was a preacher - so what he was saying must have been true, right?

I’m thankful and blessed that this friend approached me in Christ-like humility and love
to direct me away from false doctrine. Because I was not yet spending time in God’s Word, it
was easy for me to turn my ear toward what sounded right or what made me comfortable.

Likewise, the word “doctrine” seemed overwhelming, too cerebral, and something only
pastors needed to know.

So what is doctrine? Doctrine, simply, is scriptural teaching on theological truths. . . .

The Word of God is sacred and essential to our salvation, therefore we must understand
that “no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was
ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the

Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:20-21).
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It’s natural to believe that a teacher who calls oneself a Christian would relay a
trustworthy message. But what happens when a preacher teaches pieces of the gospel, but
ignores or outright refutes the rest? Paul warns that those who relay false doctrine may have “the
appearance of godliness, but [deny] its power” (2 Timothy 3:5).

One example is the prosperity gospel, which teaches that you can use God for whatever
you desire - and that God is required to respond. It stresses wealth, prosperity, and that God
wants us to be happy. It wrongly stresses that having good faith and doing good things means we
will receive material blessings from God. This false theology may sound appealing to its
followers or immature believers, but it can potentially destroy one’s faith when suffering comes
and God seems quiet.

Like prosperity theology, be cautious of other teachers who claim that parts of the Word
are embellished, incorrect, inconsistent, out of date, or open to interpretation. Beware also of
doctrine that teaches that there is another way to heaven, another God, denies Christ’s deity, or
denies the Trinity. Watch for doctrine that states there is no heaven or hell, or that good works or
being a “good person” will lead to eternal life.

It’s likely that unsound doctrine will eventually show itself through the character of its
teacher. After all, if a person is not filled with the fruit of the Spirit, the Lord will ultimately
bring it to light. Be cautious of controversy, conceitedness, friction, or greed displayed by a
teacher of the Word. Take serious notice of lying, deception, and hypocrisy. False doctrine may

also show itself in the teacher’s insincerity, arrogance, and disobedience.



33

Paul saw the false teachers in Ephesus as charlatans—those who deceived and changed
the gospel message to suit their own interest and the interest of their followers. Power, profit, and
having successful teaching careers should send up red flags. None of these characteristics are
Christ-like. . . .

If we are not depending on and being faithful to sound doctrine ourselves, we cannot
grow in Christ or discern when doctrine isn’t sound. If we abide in the teaching of Christ, we are
given his Spirit (2 John 1:9). Therefore, we aim to “rightly handl[e] the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15). Accordingly, it is our obligation as Christians to spread the gospel message -
exactly as it is written.

We must equip ourselves to resist being “tossed to and fro by the waves and carried out
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes” (Ephesians
4:14). And we accomplish this by growing in the Word, understanding its foundational truths,
and continuing in truth. This can be accomplished through consistent prayer as you ask the Spirit
to guide you, joining a Bible study and small group at your church, meeting with trusted leaders
to ask questions, listening to gospel-centered podcasts, and so on.

On numerous occasions, the Bible instructs us to take notice of false teachers and to
avoid them (1 Timothy 6:20; 2 Timothy 3:5; 2 Thessalonians 3:6). Romans 16:17 says, “Watch
out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been
taught; avoid them.”

Take tender care in examining every teaching or teachers in light of Scripture: “Dear
friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because

many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
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There are benefits to keeping close watch and avoidance. By doing so, you will save
yourself and others (1 Timothy 4:16), receive a full reward (2 John 1:8), be righteous (Proverbs
13:5) and approved (2 Timothy 2:15). . . .

The Facebook message from my friend opened my eyes to how easy it is to fall prey to
unsound doctrine. | am grateful for the gentle and humble manner in which she spoke out against
that message, which in turn steered me back to Christ and the Bible’s non-negotiable truths that
have the power to save.

How else do you discern if doctrine is sound?

- https://bit.ly/2VQ2Uuf

The problem today is that people don’t want to hear what you have to say about their
favorite pastor or teacher or teaching no matter how unscriptural their teaching may be. In a
sense, they are making them into a god, and they are not. They are a spokesperson for God as
long as they are teaching the Word of God and not just teaching it but teaching it accurately!

Listen to what Adam Clarke wrote, he was a great theologian from the mid to late 1700’s.
He wrote, “FEW portions of the New Testament excel this chapter. It may well form the creed,
system of ethics, and text book of every Christian preacher. Does any man inquire what is the
duty of a Gospel minister? Send him to the second chapter of the Epistle to Titus for a complete
answer.”

Today, it is how popular they are, maybe they need to be tall, dark and handsome, have
some degree, make you feel good, but there is nothing about preaching from the Word of God!

Be careful.
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Now, before we begin reading in Titus chapter 2 this evening, let’s pick up the flow of
Paul’s thoughts by looking back to Titus chapter 1, starting in verse 10 where we are told, “For

there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the

circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching

things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain. One of them, a prophet of their

own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ This testimony is true.

Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, not giving heed to

Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth. To the pure all things

are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind

and conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being

abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.” Titus 1:10-16.

With that as our background, error in the church, let’s begin reading in Titus chapter 2;
starting in verse 1 and see the contrast as Paul explains the QUALITIES OF A SOUND

CHURCH, what they are all about.

TITUS 2

VERSE 1
Notice how Paul is setting Titus apart from the false teachers, those who were legalistic,
those who were teaching fables — but not Titus, he spoke forth sound doctrine or healthy doctrine

that will build people up, make them strong, not weaken them!
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Now here is where a lot of people get it wrong. They think that it is all about the
information. Now don’t get me wrong. We need the correct information or sound doctrine, but if
that is all it does for us, fill our minds, then it is meaningless.

You need to have the right information and then apply it to your life; you need to live
what you say you believe! It is not just talking the talk, but it is walking the walk!

The Amplified Bible puts this verse, Titus 2:1, like this, “BUT [as for] you, teach what

is fitting and becoming to sound (wholesome) doctrine [the character and right living that

identify true Christians].”

And The New Living Translation puts this verse like this, “But as for you, promote the

kind of living that reflects right teaching.”

Make no mistake about it, you can’t separate the two! In fact, it is hypocrisy to say we
believe what the Bible says and then live contrary to what it is saying! The Bible never separates
doctrine from duty, the truths of God from the behavior we are to manifest.

For example, the first 11 chapters of Romans deal with sound doctrine, healthy doctrine,
which is important. We must know what to believe before we can know how to walk, and that is
what Paul does next.

You see, beginning in Romans chapter 12, and through the rest of the letter, Paul tells us

how we are to walk. We are told in Romans 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the

mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,

which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and

acceptable and perfect will of God.”

You see, here are the truths of God, now walk accordingly!
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We see this again in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians where the first 3 chapters deal with
sound doctrine and then the last 3 deal with walking according to that sound doctrine.

Paul opens up chapter 4 of Ephesians by saying, “l, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,

beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and

gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:1-3.

In other words, walk according to the high calling by which you have been called, apply
the truths of God to your life, live what you believe!

Now many don’t want to hear how they should live, they don’t want to change the way
they are living, but that is a heart issue that they need to deal with.

You see, as the Word of God is taught, if we allow it, it will afflict the comfortable and
comfort the afflicted, and depending where you are at when you hear God’s Word, it will affect
your life!

In Isaiah 55:11 we are told, “So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It

shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what | please, And it shall prosper in

the thing for which | sent it.”

And in Hebrews 4:12-13 we are told, “For the word of God is living and powerful, and

sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is

no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to

whom we must give account.”

You see, God’s Word is living, and it is powerful, and it is working in our lives if we let

it, if we don’t harden our hearts to what God is saying.
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And we saw that with the whole Hebrew Roots Movement that some tried to bring into
the church. It didn’t matter what you showed them in the Scriptures that we are saved by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone, you had to also keep the Law!

And thus, their actions reflected their rebellion against God and His Word. They would
talk during my teaching and say “Heresy!” when | spoke against the Law and they did it not so
everyone could hear, but just those who were around this person. They would say things like,
“Pastor Joe doesn’t teach on some of the Old Testament books because he doesn’t believe in the
Law.” Hey, I have been teaching through the Old Testament verse by verse twice in the years |
have been up here, so that was not true.

What they were doing was they were sowing discord and the like. Thus, their actions
reflected that they were not in accordance to God and His Word and that is what we saw last
week as we looked at the false teachers and their false doctrine.

Make no mistake about it, God’s Word is not only what we need to hear, but we need to
apply it to our lives!

You see, God is not interested in our theories of theology, but that we are faithfully
representing Him and His Word or are we just giving our opinions? And not only that, but are we
living the Word of God, is the Word of God manifested in our lives, the nature of Jesus! It needs
to be.

Remember the Great Commission that was given to us by Jesus in Matthew 28:19-20,

“‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have

commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.”
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Paul is calling for Titus and us to fulfill the command of Jesus to teach sound doctrine so
that they may live lives that are pleasing to God and be an example to others. Yes, they need to
come to Christ, but then they also must learn how to live!

And that is giving them sound doctrine or healthy doctrine because it is profitable for

their lives as Paul reminded us in 1l Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good

work.”

As | have said, the Bible is a book that tells us how to live!

As we read on we are going to see Paul showing us what a healthy church is all about as
he addresses: Older Men (v. 2), Older Women (v. 3), Young Women (vv. 4-5), Young Men (vv.
6-8), and Bondslaves/Employees (vv. 9-10).

So let’s see what the qualities of a healthy church are all about! And keep in mind that it

all begins with healthy or sound doctrine that is then manifested in the life of a believer!

VERSE 2
Paul starts out with older men and is telling Titus to teach them to be sober or avoid
extravagance and overindulgence.
He is to teach them to be reverent or honorable, not frivolous, trivial or superficial.
He is to teach them to be temperate or should have self-control, able to control their

physical passions and that comes from walking with God for many years, staying close to Him.
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He is to teach them to be sound in the faith, to trust in God no matter what they are going
through. They should have a good understanding of Biblical doctrine but not to the exclusion of
love and patience towards others.

He is to teach them to be sound in love, that AGAPE love towards God’s people, towards
the unsaved and to have a passion, a love for God.

He is to teach them to be patient or to be able to endure hardships, disappointments, even
failures — it is the idea of being satisfied in the Lord no matter how our personal plans and
desires come up short.

Again, Christian maturity is not gauged by how much Biblical knowledge we know, as
important as that is. But it truly is our love for others, being patient with them, helping them to
walk with God. That is what older men are to do.

And if you think about it, the idea here is that older men are to manifest the
characteristics of maturity in Christ. You see, older men are not to just sit around and wait to be

taken home, but are actively involved in the ministry, enduring the changes of life!

VERSE 3

In this section we see that the older women were to teach the younger women. And the
idea here is that they have a godly background, have lived their lives and learned the lessons that
they can now share with these younger women.

If you think about it, that is what the Bible is all about. Learning the lessons from the past
to encourage us or correct us to walk with God!

And we see here that the older women were to teach the younger women the things of

God, how to live. (Titus 2:4)
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Ladies, I can’t exhort you enough the importance of attending the Women’s Bible Study,
it is important as Paul shows us here, teaching the younger women the things of God! You learn
the wisdom of godly women, mature women to help you grow in the Lord.

The older women are not to be slanderers, and that Greek word is DIABOLQOS, a word
used for Satan — in other words, slander and gossip are the Devil’s work!

Titus is to teach them not to linger long to wine, don’t get drunk, use your time for God
not for the Devil, be controlled by God and not by the drink.

They are to be teachers of good things or to be a model of godliness that the younger
women can learn from.,

And they are to admonish the young women.

So older women are to behave reverently and be an example to the younger women.

VERSES 4-5

And what are some of the things that they were to teach these younger women?

That these younger women were to love their husbands and children.

Why do you need to teach them to love their family?

Because in most cultures, you care for others because you get something in return and
when you don’t get something in return for your work, you leave, or you stop working. Self gets
in the way and we are to die to self, and they were to serve their husbands, love them and their
children unconditionally, self-sacrifice, not what I can get from the relationship, but what | can

give!
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And think about it. The home is not the priority anymore and we have children growing
up in homes where they get home from school and no one is there, and they are left to do what
they want. That is not good, they are to be trained up in the things of God and they have to learn
right from wrong and believe me, they will not get that from watching television!

Not only that, but they are to be discrete; they should have common sense, good
judgment.

They are to be chaste or pure, which speaks of moral purity.

They are to be homemakers, and how important that is today when we see a majority of
mom’s that are working outside the home. Now some don’t have an option here, but many do!

They are to be obedient to their husbands or as Paul tells us in Ephesians 5:22-24,

“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife,

as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the

church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.”

Why is this so important?

Because by neglecting this you are dishonoring God by being disobedient to His Word!

| like the way that William Kelly translates this phrase here in Titus, “so that God’s
Word may suffer no scandal.”

You see, people will judge our faith, our God by how we live, not by what we are saying,
because words can be empty!

It is as the nineteenth century German philosopher Heinrich Heine said, “Show me your
redeemed life and I might be inclined to believe in your Redeemer.”

That is a powerful statement and I do believe it is true for many today, they don’t want to

hear what you have to say, but they will watch how you live!
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VERSES 6-8

Paul links his previous thought with what he is now saying by using the word “likewise.”

You see, the essential message of godly living is the same, what may change is the
situations we are going through.

In other words, what young men need to learn isn’t all that different from what the
younger women, the older women, and the older men need to learn.

We may need a slightly different emphasis depending on our station in life, but the
essential message of godly living is the same.

But what we see here is that Paul is speaking of the young men, which Titus was
considered to be.

And thus, Paul starts out by saying the young men need to be taught and then live a
sober-minded life, or to have a sound mind, good judgment.

And Paul tells Titus he is to be a “pattern” or example to these young men.

It is the Greek word TUPOS, (too’pos) which literally speaks of a mark or impression left
by an instrument such as a pen, or sword, or hammer. His life was to leave an impression upon
other people and so should ours!

And how true that should be of all of us. That wherever we go we leave an impression
upon people and | mean that in a good way. We are not to leave the impression of how bad we
are but how Christ-like we are!

Paul also speaks of good works, not just superficial actions but something that is genuine.

He was to be an example in doctrine showing integrity, or purity in doctrine.

He was to live a life of moral purity that corresponds to the pure doctrine that he taught.

He was to show reverence to God and to others.
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Incorruptibility is not in many of the translations, but it does make sense to manifest this
quality in your life. In sound speech or speech that is beyond reproach, healthy words, edifying
words we are to speak.

Now, why do older men, older women, young women and young men need to manifest
these characteristics?

«“ .. that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of

you.” Titus 2:8b.

It is as Peter said in | Peter 2:11-12, “Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims,

abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable

among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good

works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”

Our lives are to be real, open, on display for people to see and thus, they must manifest

godly characteristics, godly behavior, the nature of Jesus!

VERSES 9-10

Here we see Paul mentioning how a slave is to live out his Christian faith. Now some are
taken back by that. Did Paul approve of slavery? I don’t believe he did but he did not protest
against it. What he did | think had an even bigger impact because it saw lives transformed, not by
rebellion and protest, but by living out the Christian faith no matter the situation you were in.

One writer put it like this. He wrote,

Special instructions are now given for slaves. We should remember that the Bible

acknowledges the existence of institutions of which it does not necessarily approve.
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For instance, the OT records the polygamous lives of many of the patriarchs, yet
polygamy was never God’s will for His people.

God has never approved of the injustices and cruelties of slavery; He will hold the
masters responsible in a coming day.

At the same time the NT does not advocate the overthrow of slavery by forcible
revolution. Rather, it condemns and removes the abuses of slavery by the power of the gospel.

History shows that the evils of slavery have disappeared wherever the word of God has
been widely preached and taught.

But in the meantime, where slavery still exists, a slave is not excluded from the very best
in Christianity. He can be a witness to the transforming power of Christ, and he can adorn the
doctrine of God our Savior.

- William MacDonald

Spurgeon also speaks up on this and listen to what he had to say. He wrote, “I do not
think for a moment Paul believed that the practice of slavery ought to exist. He believed to the
fullest extent that the great principles of Christianity would overthrow slavery anywhere, and the
sooner they did so the better pleased would he be; but, for the time being, as it was the custom to
have slaves, they must adorn the doctrine of God their Savior in the position in which they
were.”

So what we see here is that Paul is instructing Titus on how to teach bondslaves or in our
day, employees, how to work, what needs to be manifested in their lives.

Paul gives five characteristics that should be manifested in believers who work for

another person.
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First, they are to be obedient to their own masters or boss, in other words, we are to be
under their authority.

We are to be well-pleasing or we are to do our best in our work because we serve the

Lord.
We are not to answer back or be argumentative to our boss, don’t mouth-off to him.
The fourth characteristic is that we are not to pilfer, or we are not to steal or embezzle
anything!

And the fifth characteristic is that we show good fidelity or that we are faithful in all that
we do, we are dependable, we don’t have to have someone keep on us to get the work done!
Why is this so important. Why is good work ethics important?

Paul tells us, «. . . that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.”

Titus 2:10b.
A believer’s behavior is to be in accord or befitting that of sound doctrine so that as
people see us, watch our behavior, they might be drawn to Christ.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “L et your light so shine before men, that they may see

your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

The Amplified Bible puts it like this, “Let your light so shine before men that they

may see your moral excellence and your praiseworthy, noble, and good deeds and

recognize and honor and praise and glorify your Father Who is in heaven.”

In other words, we are to be examples to others of what God has done in our lives, to
draw them to Christ. What are they seeing in you?
We are to be examples to the brethren of what God has done in our lives, exhorting them

in the faith. What are they seeing in you?
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You see, if our behavior is ungodly, we give the enemies of God a chance to put God
down, to blasphemy Him and we weaken the faith of fellow believers.

But, if our behavior is godly, according to God’s Word, then the enemies of God can try
to discredit us, but it won’t stick and we will encourage the brethren to forge on, to live godly
lives, to grow in the faith.

Now, please understand that the transformed life spoken of here in Titus 2:1-10 cannot be
obtained by our own efforts but by the power of God’s Spirit working in us, it is the gracious
work of God. And guess what? That is what we will see in Titus 2:11-14 as God’s grace is

poured out upon our lives and we walk in the Spirit, follow after the things of God.

VERSE 11

As we read this did you notice that it doesn’t say, “The works of man that brings
salvation.”

It also doesn’t say, “The self-justification of man that brings salvation.”

Nor does it say, “The good deeds of man that brings salvation.”

It says very clearly, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all

men.”

Or as The Amplified Bible puts it, “For the grace of God (His unmerited favor and

blessing) has come forward (appeared) for the deliverance from sin and the eternal

salvation for all mankind.”

In other words, grace brings salvation. You don’t go out and “ger” salvation; it comes to

you and you have the opportunity to “receive” it.
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Paul put it this way in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through

faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should

boast.”

Paul, in Il Timothy 1:8-10 tells us, “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of

our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel

according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not

according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us

in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our

Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light

through the gospel.”

And in John 1:12-13 we are told, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the

right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

You see, we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and not by the Law through
works.
And this free gift of God is extended to all, but not all will receive it. God has brought

salvation to us in the person of Jesus Christ, why?
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Jesus tells us in John 3:16-21, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through

Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned:; but he who does not

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten

Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing

evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he

who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have

been done in God.”

The heart of God is that none should perish but God will not force anyone to receive His
free gift of life, but it is there if you want to receive it by faith!

Everyone has an opportunity to receive it!

And I guess you can translate Titus 2:11 like this, “So at one point in time, Jesus, the
embodiment of God’s grace, came to earth offering salvation to all people as a free gift
received by faith.”

| think that is very clear!

VERSE 12
What does grace teach us?
The Gospel of grace teaches Christians how to live — to deny ungodliness and worldly

lusts!
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This is not only honoring to God, but it draws people to Jesus when they see our changed
lives.

You see, for many people, they will not hear what we have to say about Jesus until they
see how our lives were changed by Him, the transforming power of God that produces holiness,
love, peace, the fruit of the Spirit in our lives! If there is no change then our words are empty!

Bud Robinson was a well-known Holiness preacher and his friends took him to New
York City. His friends showed Bud the city life, what it was all about, all it had to offer.

That night as he prayed, he said, “Lord, I thank you for letting me see all the sights of
New York. And I thank you most of all that I didn’t see a thing I wanted!”

It is as John said, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world - the lust of the

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but is of the world. And

the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides

forever.” | John 2:15-17.

You see, the things of this world WILL pass away but as we obey the Lord, the blessings
we receive are eternal!

In John chapter 6, as Jesus finished teaching on some difficult things, we are told, “From

that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.” John 6:66.

Interesting Bible reference there, John 6:66.
What happened to them? Life with Jesus was just too tough for them, they didn’t agree

with His teachings and they went back into the world.
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After that we are told, “Then Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Do vou also want to go away?’

But Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of

eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the

living God.” John 6:67-69.
May we not be drawn into the world with all its lusts because they are empty, they are
passing away, they will never satisfy, only Jesus has the words of eternal life, abundant life that

is found in Him!

VERSE 13
What is Paul talking about when he says that we are to be looking for the “blessed hope

and glorious appearing of Jesus Christ”?

Make no mistake about it, he is talking about the Rapture. And think about this for a
minute. This can only be our blessed hope if it happens before the Tribulation Period begins and

Jesus delivers us from the “wrath to come.” (I Thessalonians 1:10)

So, as we look back on the saving grace that is given to us because of the finished work
of Christ on the cross of Calvary, we then can look forward to His appearing again for us, His
return in the Rapture when He comes for His Bride, the Church.

Paul put it this way in Romans 8:22-23, “For we know that the whole creation groans

and labors with birth pangs together until now. Not only that, but we also who have the

firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the

adoption, the redemption of our body.”

Now, in a positional sense, we are perfect, but in a practical sense, we know in these

bodies of flesh we fall far short of that.
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But, one day, when the Lord returns, we will be glorified as John tells us in | John 3:2-3,

“Beloved, now we are children of God:; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,

but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.

And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

When we are received up into glory, all traces of sin will be gone permanently!

Praise the Lord for that!

Now let me touch on this for a minute, because there are those who try to deny the deity
of Jesus or say that He is not “Almighty God” but “mighty God” or a lesser God, which goes
contrary to what the Scriptures teach.

Jesus is God, the second person of the Holy Trinity, one God manifested in three distinct
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Paul tells us here, *. . . our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13b.

There is one Greek article that combines “God” and “Savior” which clearly shows us
that they are one and the same!
And the Greek word for “great” is MEGAS and it means exceedingly great!

The Amplified Bible puts this verse like this, . . . the glorious appearing of our great

God and Savior Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed One).”

Now let me just give you a few verses to show you that Jesus is Yahweh, that He is God.

In Isaiah 44:6 we are told, “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,

And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there

is no God.””
Notice, God the Father or Yahweh the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Yahweh of

hosts!
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In Matthew 1:23 we are told, “*Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son,

and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, ‘God with us.’”

Notice, “God with us” not “a god.” | think it is clear that with just the few verses we
have looked at; Jesus is God. And there are many, many more that show us Jesus is God!

Now here is the thing, if you know that Jesus is coming soon, it will affect everything
you do!

But the church today has moved away from this teaching and they are not looking for the
glorious appearing of our Great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Maybe that is why so many
Christians have lost hope because they have replaced their hope in the return of Jesus and are

resting in all that this world has for them, which is all passing away!

VERSE 14

Notice what the focus is here, not on what we have done for ourselves, but what He has
done for us!

Jesus “gave” Himself for us, He was not forced to do it but freely laid down His life for
us. He was the substitute for our sins, freely placing Himself on the cross of Calvary!

By doing that He redeemed us which means “¢o be bought out of slavery by the paying
of a ransom.”

In other words, we were slaves to sin, but Jesus purchased us out of that condition by
giving His life so that we then would serve Him.

It is as Peter said, in | Peter 3:18, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for

the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by

the Spirit.”
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We are a peculiar people or a special people as the world looks at us, we are different
because Christ is in us and He lives through us as the Holy Spirit purges the garbage from our
lives.

We are redeemed so that we could be zealous for good works not lethargic in the recliner!

It is God’s Word living in us and manifested through us in good works, not for salvation

but evidence for our salvation!

VERSE 15

Remember how | opened up with words from the theologian Adam Clarke. He wrote,
“FEW portions of the New Testament excel this chapter. It may well form the creed, system of
ethics, and text book of every Christian preacher. Does any man inquire what is the duty of a
Gospel minister? Send him to the second chapter of the Epistle to Titus for a complete answer.”

That truly is what Paul is telling Titus here. He is basically saying, “Son, here are the
qualities of a sound church and the power to live those qualities. Now continue to speak these
truths. Continue to exhort the people to live godly lives. Rebuke those who are living contrary.
And you have not only my authority to do these things, but you have the authority of God as
you speak forth the Words of God, His truth. People may come against it, but it doesn’t
change the fact that it is truth!”

Titus was to be an example to others on how to live which would also strengthen the

words he was saying to them as he lived out his faith!
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As | close this evening, listen to these words from William Barclay. He said,

The eyes of the sinner must be opened to his sin. The mind of the misguided must be led
to realize its mistake. The heart of the heedless must be stabbed broad awake. The Christian
message is no opiate to send men to sleep; it is no comfortable assurance that everything will be
all right. It is rather the blinding light which shows men themselves as they are and God as He is.

- William Barclay, The Letters to Timothy, Titus and Philemon, p. 296

Folks, we are to proclaim the truths of God with the authority of God and there must be
obedience to it in the church or the witness of the church will go out.

God’s Word is living and powerful and able to transform lives, I think we all know that.
The problem is we forget that the primary purpose for the Bible is that it is for our own lives, not
others!

May we allow God to work in us so that He can work through us! Or, as Paul wrote,

“But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine.” Titus 2:1.




