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FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH! 

THE BIBLE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 This morning as we continue with our Foundation of Faith series we are studying 

the Bible and why we believe it is the Word of God. Again, as I have said, this is 

important because many have tried to deny the authority of the Scriptures. They try to 

deny it is the inspired inerrant Word of God. And as we have seen so far, as we looked at 

why the Bible matters to us, is the Bible fact or fiction, we looked at the scientific and 

medical information that the Bible gives to us, and we looked at the Old Testament and 

the New Testament text as well as seeing that when the Bible speaks of future events it 

does so with 100% accuracy and many times is very specific in what it is saying. 

 In other words, the Bible is the Word of God, the evidence is overwhelming. You 

see, accepting this or rejecting this is not a matter of head knowledge, it truly is a matter 

of the heart. Think of it this way. Imagine going to the doctor and he tells you that you 

have a heart condition and you need to have this procedure done if you want to live. And 

he shows all the evidence, the pictures that show the blockage in your coronary artery. He 

shows you the echocardiogram that was done that shows the wall motion of the heart is 

decreased because of this blockage. You have even done your own research on the 

Internet about this. But in the end, you reject what he is saying.  
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 Now do you reject what he is telling you because you don’t have all the 

information? Absolutely not, you were told and shown and yet you choose not to believe 

it! You had all the information but you refuse to accept it. That is what many do today. 

They look at all this information to show the accuracy of the Scriptures and then they 

reject it, not because of a lack of information, but they choose to. It is a matter of the 

heart as I have said.  

 If any of you here this morning or listening on the radio or Internet are having a 

problem with this issue, I would ask that you just pray and ask the Holy Spirit to show 

you that the Bible is the Word of God and you can trust it from Genesis through 

Revelation. And I also pray that with our study this morning, God will use it to not only 

strengthen all of us in our faith, but if you don’t believe, that you come to know Jesus as 

your Lord and Savior, not because I am telling you to, but God has opened his arms up 

wide to receive you into the family of God. 

 Now this morning we are going to go digging and what I mean by that is we are 

going to look at the archeological evidence for the Bible. Think about it. There are many 

place names, people, leaders and-so-on mentioned in the Scriptures. Is there 

archeological evidence to support what the Bible has to say about them or is archeology 

silent in this area? I think you will be surprised at what we will see as we go digging this 

morning.  
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 Now before we move on any further, let me say this. Archaeology cannot prove 

that the Bible is God’s Word to us. Now that may surprise you but it is true. Then what in 

the world does it do and if it doesn’t prove that the Bible is God’s Word, why are we 

looking at it in the first place. That is a great question. What archaeology does for us is it 

substantiates or authenticates the Bible’s historical accuracy. Let’s face it, if we can’t 

believe what the Bible says about cities, leaders, people, how in the world can we trust it 

for anything else, especially our salvation? We would not be able to and thus, as we will 

see, the Bible is very accurate historically speaking, we can trust it 100%.  

 Let me show you what I mean in regards to the importance of having the 

Scriptures historically accurate. Lee Strobel made these comments regarding the Book of 

Mormon and its historical accuracy. In other words, when they mention places in the 

Book of Mormon does archaeology support what it says? Lee tells us,  

 Archaeology has repeatedly failed to substantiate its claims about events that 

supposedly occurred long ago in the Americas. I remember writing to the Smithsonian 

Institute to inquire about whether there was any evidence supporting the claims of 

Mormonism, only to be told in unequivocal terms that its archaeologists see ‘no direct 

connection between the archaeology of the New World and the subject matter of the 

book.’”  

- Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ, pp. 143-144 
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 Now please understand this, it is important. Archaeologists have never, and I 

repeat NEVER located cities, persons, names or places mentioned in the Book of 

Mormon! So how can you trust it? You can’t and yet, when it comes to the Word of God, 

the Bible, what we do find, as you will see; is that archaeology does support what the 

Scriptures have said! But that does not stop the critics of the Bible from their assault 

against it. Let me show you what I mean. 

In a Time magazine article titled, “Are The Bible’s Stories True?”, and this is 

from December 18, 1995, we are told, “Most Scholars suspect that Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, Judaism’s traditional founders, never existed; many doubt the tales of slavery in 

Egypt and the Exodus; and relatively few modern historians believe in Joshua’s conquest 

of Jericho and the rest of the promised land. In the most extreme view, all of the above 

are complete fabrications, invented centuries after the supposed fact.”  

 And they are not done for the story continues on, “At last month’s annual meeting 

in Philadelphia of the Society of Biblical Literature and the American Academy of 

Religion, the preeminent conference on Bible scholarship in the world, they were out in 

force. . . . Radical minimalist John Van Seters of the University of North Carolina, 

Chapel Hill, summed up many of their commonly held positions. The oldest books of the 

Old Testament, he declared with Pope-like confidence, weren’t written until the Israelites 

were in exile in Babylon, after 587 B. C. There was no Moses, no crossing of the Sea, no 

revelation on Mount Sinai.”  
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Now that is interesting because how does he know this? What evidence does he 

have to support what he so boldly is proclaiming? He has really none, just because 

archaeology has not found these names yet, does not mean they did not exist. Look at 

how far back in time we are going and even when we do find evidence, it is not enough 

for them to believe because it is not a matter of the intellect, it is a matter of the heart! 

Interestingly enough, after saying all that, the story goes on to tell us, “The Bible 

version of Israelite history after the reign of king Solomon, for example, is generally 

believed to be based on historical fact because it is corroborated by independent accounts 

of kings and battles in Egyptian and Assyrian inscriptions of the time.” 

 Just because you have not found historical evidence yet of things that transpired 

some 3,000 to 4,000 years ago, doesn’t mean it did not happen, like I have said! Please 

understand this and it is important. There never has there been an archaeological find that 

has disproved the Bible, they have only substantiated the Bible! And it is interesting to 

see that once the evidence is found, the skeptics are mysteriously silent or try to dismiss 

it, and it only makes them look foolish.  

In the days we are living in, when Bible criticism is running at an all time high, 

and many are coming against the faith we hold dearly, we need to heed the words of Peter 

when he said, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give 

a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 

meekness and fear.” I Peter 3:15. And what Jude told is also appropriate for the days we 

are living in. Jude said, “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning 

our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend 

earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” Jude 3. 
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 The purpose for Jude writing this letter was to share about the common salvation 

that they enjoyed.  Now please understand, when Jude speaks of our “common 

salvation” he is not saying that our salvation is cheap, it cost our Lord His life to save us.  

Nor is he saying that our salvation is common in the sense that everyone has it or all 

roads lead to God.  No, he is saying that we are all saved in common or that our salvation 

is based upon Grace alone, through Faith alone in Christ alone.  You see, there is 

salvation in no other name, there is no salvation apart from Jesus!  That means the rich 

and poor, the famous and common people, the educated and uneducated, all have the 

same accesses to God and that is through Jesus Christ! 

 But as Jude began to write about our common salvation, the Holy Spirit got his 

attention and directed him to write about something else, something that was also very 

important.  You see, Jude is going to speak on this difficult subject of apostasy, false 

doctrine and how we need to be prepared to fight against it. Folks, as important as this 

letter was to first century Christians, it is just as important to twenty-first century 

Christians! 

And what are we to do with this salvation that God has given to us? Jude tells us 

we need “to contend earnestly for the faith .” The Greek word for “contend 

earnestly” is EPAGONIZOMAI, (ep-ag-o-nid’-zom-ahee).  It is a word that was related 

to an athletic competition, it speaks of being diligent, to agonize earnestly, it speaks of 

hard work, not pacifism!   And this word is in the present infinitive, which means it is a 

continuous struggle for us Christians!  It will continue until the Lord comes.  We are in a 

battle and like Paul exhorted Timothy, “Fight the good fight of faith” in I Timothy 6:12.  

It is not time to give up or give in because lives are at stake! 
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 Now what is this faith that Jude is speaking of, that Jude is exhorting us to fight 

for? Jude is speaking of “the essential truths of the Gospel that all true Christians hold in 

common.”  Thus, we must earnestly contend for the truths of God found in the Word of 

God!  Now, do we see that happening in the church today, this departure from the truths 

of God found in the Word of God?  Yes and the reason is simple, many are not 

contending earnestly for this faith, they are unwilling to fight this good fight of faith!  

You see, it is not about what I believe or what you believe, but it is the Gospel message, 

the truths of God found in the Word of God! That is why we are doing this Foundation of 

Faith series, looking at the foundational truths of the Christian faith! 

 Also note that Jude says that this faith “was once for all delivered to the saints.” 

Have you ever heard someone say something like this, “We are living in different and 

difficult times from when the Bible was written and thus, we must adapt the Bible to the 

way we are currently living, to fit in with the culture of our day!”?  Sorry, but what God 

has said is unchanging, it has been delivered and we don’t need new revelations or a new 

Gospel for the days we are living in. It is as Erdman put it, “There is no other gospel, 

there will be none. Its content will be more fully understood, its implications will be 

developed, its predictions will be fulfilled; but it will never be supplemented or 

succeeded or supplanted.” Remember what Paul said in Romans 1:16, “For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 

who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 
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 So with the remainder of our time this morning we are going to look at the 

archaeological evidence for the Bible and as I have said, I pray that it strengthens your 

faith, that it helps you to defend what you believe. And folk’s, make no mistake about it, 

those that are speaking against the Bible, against Jesus, against our faith have no problem 

speaking that very loudly. It is time we took a stand for what we believed; we need not be 

ashamed because we have the power of God that leads to salvation, the Gospel message! 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE 

 

1.  THE LAND OF ISRAEL 

 Now some like to say that Israel was never established in the land of Canaan as a 

nation and they are bold and sure of themselves when they say this. But what does 

archeology have to say regarding this? Interestingly enough there was found the 

Mernepath Stela, which is a 7½ foot high stone inscription that was discovered in the 

temple of Pharaoh Merneptah at Thebes in Egypt. Scholars have determined that Pharaoh 

Merneptah ruled Egypt from 1213 to 1203 B. C. What is interesting about this is that it 

shows that he launched an invasion into the area of the modern-day West Bank in Canaan 

and guess what? No he did not defeat the Palestinians, there was and is no such thing. He 

defeated the Jewish inhabitants in the land of Israel. How do I know this? Because on the 

second line from the bottom of this inscription it reads, “Israel is laid waste; his seed is 

not.” So we have the Jews in the land of Israel and we have sources outside the Bible to 

show this to us! 
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2.  THE HOUSE OF DAVID 

 As I have said, many like to say that David never existed, that he is nothing but 

Jewish folklore! Is that true, is there no evidence for David outside the Bible? No, there is 

evidence. Interestingly enough, back in 1933, as archeologists were digging at Tel Dan in 

the Galilee are of Northern Israel found a stone inscription that clearly shows or speaks of 

David. It said, “House of David” and not only that but it identifies David as the King of 

Israel and that is exactly what it says, “king of Israel.” So does that silence the critics? 

Absolutely not! Because they were upset at this find some of these critics had to come up 

with a solution to their problem. Thus, they suggested that the fragment that was 

discovered was a “fake.”  Why did they come to that conclusion? Because they don’t 

want to believe what the Bible has to say! 

 But God is so good. You see, that following summer they found two additional 

fragments and provided the whole inscription and confirming that it referred to David as 

the King of Israel. And not only that, but another scholar, Andre Lemaire from the 

College de France, discovered another ninth century B. C. stone inscription created by 

King Mesha of Moab. And guess what this said? Yes, it also referred to “the House of 

David.” So now we have two outside sources that corroborate or confirm what the Bible 

has to say, that David was the King of Israel at that time that the Bible said that he was 

and from David the dynasty was established, the “House of David” just as the Scriptures 

tell us! 
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3.  NO WRITING UNTIL AFTER THE TIME OF MOSES 

 Believe it or not, even today there are some colleges that teach that Moses could 

not have written the Pentateuch or the first five books of the Bible, (Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) because writing had not been invented in his day. 

It sounds good until you look at the evidence to support this claim and it is not there. You 

see, archaeologists discovered the Black Stele. This Black Stele “. . . had wedge-shaped 

characters on it and contained the detailed laws of Hammurabi. Was it post-Moses? No! 

It was pre-Mosaic; not only that, but it was pre-Abraham (2,000 B. C.). It preceded 

Moses; writings by at least three centuries.” So there was writing in Moses day and thus, 

he could have and did write the Pentateuch! 

 

4.  IS THERE HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR A GREAT FAMINE IN EGYPT? 

Now you may be thinking that there have been many famines in Egypt but let me 

show you the evidence for this specific one and who was in charge of distribution of the 

grain. In Grant Jeffrey’s book, The Signature of God, he tells us: 

 A fascinating inscription confirming the Bible’s account of the “seven years of 

great plenty” followed by the “seven years of famine” (Genesis 41:29, 30) was 

discovered during the nineteenth century in southern Saudi Arabia. This inscription was 

found on a marble tablet in a ruined fortress on the seashore of Hadramaut in present-day 

Democratic Yemen. An examination of the writing suggests that it was written 

approximately eighteen hundred years before the birth of Christ, a time that corresponds 

with the biblical narrative about Jacob and his twelve sons.  
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This inscription was rendered in Arabic by Professor Schltens and was later 

translated into English by Rev. Charles Forster. This is his translation of this ancient 

inscription: 

  We dwelt at ease in this castle a long tract of time; 

  nor had we a desire but for the region-lord of the vineyard. 

  Hundreds of camels returned to us each day at evening, 

  their eye pleasant to behold in their resting-places. 

  And twice the number of our camels were our sheep, 

  in comeliness like white doves, and also the slow moving kine. 

  We dwelt in this castle seven years of good life 

  - how difficult for memory its description! 

  Then came years barren and burnt up: 

  when one evil year had passed away, 

  Then came another to succeed it. 

  And we became as though we had never seen a glimpse of good. 

  They died and neither foot nor hoof remained.   

  Thus fares it with him who renders not thanks to God: 

  His footsteps fail not to be blotted out from his dwelling. 
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 This ancient poem records the devastation of the years of famine and barrenness 

that followed the seven years of plenty. The language of the poem implies that the famine 

also lasted seven years. This account from Ancient Arabia provides independent evidence 

confirming the accuracy of the biblical account of the seven years of plenty in the Middle 

East followed by seven years of famine that occurred during the rule of Joseph as prime 

minister of Egypt. 

 Moses recorded the history of the Egyptian famine and the wise preparations that 

Joseph made to gather up the surplus grain during the seven years of plenty to provide 

against the coming years of famine.  “So he gathered up all the food of the seven years 

which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city 

the food of the fields which surrounded them” (Genesis 41:48). Again, Moses recorded: 

“Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, and the seven 

years of famine was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. . . . The 

famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold 

to the Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land of Egypt. So all countries 

came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands” 

(Genesis 41:53-57).  

As the book of Genesis recorded, the seven-year famine was so severe in Egypt 

that Joseph, as the chief administrator, had to be very careful in selling food from the 

precious grain reserves to satisfy the hunger of all the inhabitants of the surrounding 

countries. Joseph could not sell the grain reserves of Egypt for gold and sliver to 

everyone because of the danger that the grain would run out. When the famine was at its 

peak, grain was much more valuable than gold or money. 
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 Explorers during the last century discovered a number of other fascinating ancient 

inscriptions in the Middle East that provided confirmation of facts recorded in the sacred 

Scriptures. Ebn Hesham, an Arab from Yemen, showed the English explorer, Mr. 

Cruttenden, a rich tomb of a wealthy Yemenite woman who had died during the time of 

the Egyptian famine recorded in Genesis 41. This Yemenite tomb was fortunately 

discovered around 1850 after being exposed following a flood that uncovered the grave 

site. 

 The tomb contained the body of a rich noblewoman who was covered in beautiful 

jewels. Seven collars of pearls surrounded her neck; her hands and feet were covered 

with seven bracelets, armlets, rings, and ankle-rings displaying costly jewels. In addition, 

her tomb contained a coffer filled with rich treasure. 

 However, the greatest treasure of all was a fascinating engraved stone tablet 

bearing her final inscription which confirmed the biblical account of Joseph’s careful 

management of the remaining food reserves during the seven years of famine in Egypt. 

A Yemenite Inscription About a Famine During the Time of Joseph 

 

 In thy name O God, the God of Hamyar, 

 I Tajah, the daughter of Dzu Shefar, sent my steward to Joseph, 

 And he delaying to return to me, I sent my hand maid 

 With a measure of silver, to bring me back a measure of flour: 

 And not being able to procure it, I sent her with a measure of gold: 

 And not being able to procure it, I sent her with a measure of pearls: 

 And not being able to procure it, I commanded them to be ground: 

 And finding no profit in them, I am shut up here. 
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 Whosoever may hear of it, let him commiserate me; 

 And should any woman adorn herself with an ornament 

 From my ornaments, may she die with no other than my death. 

         (reported in Niebuhr’s Voyage en  

Arabie, PL. LIX. Translation by Rev. 

Charles Forster). 

  

 This ancient inscription reveals a Yemenite Arab noble woman’s sincere 

complaint that she could not purchase Egypt’s grain with her gold. It also reveals 

Joseph’s determination to resist any appeal from a stranger offering gold in return for 

Egypt’s precious grain reserves. This determination reminds us of Joseph’s similar 

resolve earlier in his life when he resisted the attempt of Potiphar’s wife to destroy his 

virtue. The tragic history of famines often recorded the bartering of the most precious of 

metals and luxuries in trade for the smallest amount of food available. 

- Grant Jeffrey, The Signature of God, pp. 42-45 

 

 So there is historical evidence of this event, this famine, which once again 

supports what the Bible tells us, these things actually took place! 
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5.  JEHU KING OF ISRAEL 

In 2 Kings 9–10, Jehu is mentioned as King of Israel (841–814 BC). What is 

interesting here is that in 1846 an explorer by the name of Austen Henry Layard 

discovered this Black Obelisk in the ruins of Nimrud or present day Iraq. This Black 

Obelisk is 6½ feet tall and on its four sides it has inscriptions that recorded the conquest 

of the Assyrian King Shalmaneser over many foreign kingdoms including King Jehu of 

Israel around 841 to 814 B. C. The Assyrians were also encroaching on the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel and ultimately would conquer the Northern Kingdom in 721 B. C.  

What is interesting about this Black Obelisk is that it reveals King Jehu bowing down in 

obedience to the Assyrian king. Not only that but it refers to Jehu as the “son of Omri” 

indicating their awareness that his dynasty traced back to Omri. And guess what, this is 

exactly what II Kings tells us of this King in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Hard to 

deny the accuracy of that when you have an outside source confirming it! And yes, this is 

the only outside source so far that we have of this Hebrew Monarch, but how many do 

you need? Again, this is an outside source independent of the Bible! 

 

6.  WAS EDOM JUST A STORY? 

 Now many have a hard time with Edom being a powerful rival Kingdom to Israel 

from around the 13th century to the 8th century B. C. even though we see that the books of 

Joshua, Judges, I Samuel, II Samuel, I Chronicles describe Edom this way.  Here is a 

quote from an article that is reporting on the discoveries that were made to the Southeast 

of the Dead Sea. We are told, “Most scientists presumed the story of Edom was just that-

a story rewritten so many times over the centuries that it became mythology.” 
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 And many still believe that. For instance, listen to this rather blatantly biased 

archaeologist Thomas Levy of U. C. San Diego; “The Bible was put together in the 5th 

century B. C. E.  It was thought that any allusions to history before the fifth century must 

be pure myth.” 

 Now here’s the thing. Is there evidence to show that he is right or wrong? Now 

keep in mind that Thomas Levy is a professional archaeologist and he must have known 

of the discovery of the Tel Dan Inscription that showed beyond any shadow of a doubt 

that King David did live and establish a dynasty in Judah in the 11th century B. C.  There 

is also a copy of Numbers 6:24-26 from the 6th century B. C. that was found on the Silver 

Scroll! 

  To his credit, Thomas Levy did admit that he may have been wrong. He published 

a paper in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences back on October 27, 

2008. In this article he reports of the excavations that were made at an Edomite 

settlement in Southern Jordan at a site that is known as Khirbat en-Naha or “ruins of 

copper” in Arabic.  

 What they discovered here was evidence for an extensive “industrial-scale” 

copper mining and smelting from the 10th and 9th centuries B. C. What they found as they 

dug down some 20 feet of layers that covered a period of several centuries is that this 

“indicates the Edomite society was sufficiently advanced to have posed a threat to the 

reigns of David and Solomon.” 
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 And the lower levels showed evidence of a very complex organized Edomite state 

as early as the 12th century B. C. That would put it during the period of the Judges just as 

the Scriptures tell us. What is fascinating to me is that the highest activity was during the 

reign of Solomon, which may make this one of King Solomon’s mines!  The evidence is 

there, it just may not be found yet, but in this case, I think the evidence speaks for itself! 

Edom was a kingdom that fought with Israel during the times that the Bible speaks of 

them. 

 

7.  THE EXISTENCE OF HITTITES 

Another group of people that some have a hard time believing were real are the 

Hittites. In Genesis chapter 23 we are told that Abraham buried Sarah in the Cave of 

Machpelah and this cave was purchased by Abraham from Ephron the Hittite! Also, we 

are told in II Samuel chapter 11 that David’s adulterous affair with Bathsheba and her 

husband was Uriah the Hittite! Now it was not that long ago that no one heard of a Hittite 

outside of the Old Testament and thus, many dismissed this group of people, they could 

not be real, or could they? 

 Then, in 1906 archaeologists were digging east of Ankara, Turkey and they 

discovered the ruins of Hattusas, the ancient Hittite capital. Today this area is called 

Boghazkoy and what they have discovered is a vast collection of Hittite historical records 

that shows a flourishing empire. They Hittites were real just as the Bible said! 
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8.  ROMAN GOVERNOR PONTIUS PILATE 

Once again it was not that long ago that scholar’s were debating, questioning the 

existence of a Roman Governor by the name of Pontius Pilate. Obviously this is 

important because Pilate played a role in the crucifixion of Jesus, he gave the order. So if 

Pontius Pilate never existed, then how do we even know that Jesus was crucified? This is 

an important question to answer. 

 Until recently, there was no contemporary evidence outside the Bible for Pilate’s 

existence (although Tacitus, Josephus, and Philo all wrote about him). Then, back in June 

1961, not that long ago, Italian archaeologists led by Dr. Frova were excavating an 

ancient Roman amphitheatre near Caesarea-on-the-Sea and uncovered this interesting 

limestone block. On the face is a monumental inscription which is part of a larger 

dedication to Tiberius Caesar which clearly says that it was from “Pontius Pilate, Prefect 

of Judea.” When we were in Israel we saw a copy of this stone in Caesarea and it truly is 

fascinating to see. The original is in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. It is interesting as 

well that there have been a few bronze coins found from 29-32 A. D. by Pontius Pilate. 

 So, once again we have outside sources that show that the Bible is accurate; there 

was a Pontius Pilate who was a Roman Governor over Judea! 

 
Close-up of Pilate inscription 
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9.  WALLS OF JERICHO 

 In Joshua 6:20 we read, “So the people shouted when the priests blew the 

trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the 

people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then the people went 

up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.”  

Here we see Joshua and the children of Israel defeat the city or fortress of Jericho. 

Now Jericho was not a very big city. It only occupied an area of about half dozen acres or 

so and yet, it was a walled city. In fact, it was a double walled city. The outer wall was 6 

feet thick and the inner wall was 12 feet thick and about 30 feet high.  They were linked 

together by houses and this is where Rahab lived, on these walls, a place that you might 

say was a low rent district. But for the children of Israel, with the weapons they had, 

these walls might as well been 100 feet high. But this was the Lord’s battle and He would 

give them the victory if they would walk by faith! 

 Now the people of Jericho were Amorites, a tribe that descended from Canaan 

according to Genesis 10:15-16. Thus, these are some of the people God gave over 400 

years to repent of their sin and turn to Him, according to Genesis 15:13-16, but they 

refused to turn to the Lord and God was going to destroy them.  
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 Now, is there evidence of this ever taking place? You bet there is. We are told: 

John Garstang, a professor at the University of Liverpool, excavated Jericho 

between 1930 and 1936. Garstang identified a destruction level at the ancient site that he 

called City IV. He concluded that this was the occupation level which paralleled the city 

of Joshua’s day, and that the biblical account was accurate. Jericho had fallen to Israel 

about 1400 B. C. He wrote: “In a word, in all material details and in date the fall of 

Jericho took place as described in the Biblical narrative” (1937, p. 1222). 

The March/April 1990 issue of Biblical Archaeology Review (certainly no 

“fundamentalist” journal) contains an article titled “Did the Israelites Conquer Jericho? - 

A New Look at the Archaeological Evidence,” authored by Bryant G. Wood. Dr. Wood is 

a visiting professor in the department of Near Eastern studies at the University of 

Toronto. He has served in responsible supervisory positions on several archaeological 

digs in Palestine. In this scholarly article, Wood contended: “When we compare the 

archaeological evidence at Jericho with the Biblical narrative describing the Israelite 

destruction of Jericho, we find a quite remarkable agreement” (1990, p. 53, emp. 

added). The professor emphasized several major points of agreement between the 

archaeological evidence and the record in the book of Joshua. A summary would appear 

as follows: 
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The Bible indicates that Jericho was a strongly fortified city. It was surrounded 

by a “wall,” and access to the fortress could only be obtained through the city “gate” 

(Joshua 2:5, 7, 15; 6:5, 20). Biblical Archaeology Review notes: “The city’s outer 

defenses consisted of a stone revetment wall [some 15 feet high] at the base of the tell 

[hill] that held in place a high, plastered rampart. Above the rampart on top of the tell was 

[the remnant of] a mudbrick wall [about 8 feet high at one point] which served as 

Jericho’s city wall proper” (see Wood, 1990, p. 46). 

According to the Old Testament, the invasion occurred just following the 14th 

day of Abib (March/April) (Joshua 5:10), thus in the springtime, or in the harvest season 

(3:15). Rahab was drying flax upon her roof (2:6). Both Garstang and Kenyon found 

large quantities of grain stored in the ruins of Jericho’s houses. In a very limited 

excavation area, Kenyon found six bushels of grain in one digging season - “This,” as 

Wood commented, “is unique in the annals of Palestinian archaeology” (1990, p. 56). 

The biblical record affirms that the conquest was accomplished swiftly in only 

seven days (6:15). The people of Jericho were confined to the city with no chance to 

escape (6:1). The abundance of food supplies, as indicated above, confirms this. Had the 

citizens of Jericho been able to escape, they would have taken food with them. Had the 

siege been protracted, the food would have been consumed. The Old Testament record is 

meticulously accurate. 

- Wayne Jackson, M.A., The Saga of Ancient Jericho 
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 Again, Professor John Garstang makes this astonishing statement about what he 

found as he reviewed this site. He wrote, “As to the main fact, then, there remains no 

doubt: the walls fell outwards so completely that the attackers would be able to clamber 

up and over their ruins into the city.”  

 Why is this so important? Because as you look at other archeological digs from 

cites in the Middle East you find that the walls of cities that were defeated always fall 

inwards as the invading armies push their way into a city. It just makes sense and yet, 

here we see the walls fall outward. That just tells me God pushed the walls down, it was 

supernatural!  

 So there is evidence showing us that the city of Jericho was defeated by the Jews 

during the time of Joshua and that the walls of Jericho fell down and not inwardly as you 

would expect in battle, but straight down or outward! 

 
Artist’s reconstruction of the north side of ancient Jericho, based on the German 

excavations of 1907-1909. Note the houses built against the mud brick city wall, 

which rests on top of the stone retaining wall. The Bible says that Rahab’s house was 

built against the city wall (Joshua 2:15). 
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10.  POOL OF BETHESDA 

 In John chapter 5 we are told, “After this there was a feast of the Jews, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, 

which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great 

multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. 

For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; 

then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of 

whatever disease he had.  Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-

eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in 

that condition a long time, He said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick 

man answered Him, ‘Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is 

stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Rise, take up your bed and walk.’ And immediately the man was made well, took 

up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath.” John 5:1-9. 

 Now in regards to this pool of Bethesda many have tried to negate that it even 

existed. But now those same people have a problem because this pool was excavated just 

north of the Temple Mount. We went to see this when we were in Israel. Now the name 

“Bethesda” means “House of Mercy” and it had 5 porches or coverings for protection 

from the elements. Now we are told that all kinds of hurting people, sick people would 

gather for when the waters were stirred or bubbled the people would run into the pool for 

the first one in would be healed.  
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Interestingly enough, the word for “pool” in the Greek is COLUMBETHRON 

and it means “a deep pool from underneath which comes bubbling.”  Thus, when there 

was an eruption of this spring, you would get the bubbling or stirring of the waters and 

the people rushed in to be healed.   

 If you want to dig into more of what transpired here, take a look of at our Gospel 

of John studies on-line! Now before I dig more into what they found, let me just share a 

few things with you because I feel it is important. Keep in mind that there were five 

porches and maybe that gets you thinking. You see, those 5 porches or coverings could 

speak of the Pentateuch or the first 5 books of Moses; Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy.  It is a picture of the Law.  

You see, many people run for shelter under it, they want to be covered by it, but 

they can’t be healed by it!   There is no mercy in the law, only judgment for failing to 

keep it. And yes, some people feel good about their actions, the things they are doing, but 

there is no true healing in that, they are not saved by their works.  Even in the Temple, in 

the Holy of Holies sat the Ark of the Covenant in which the Law, the 10 Commandments 

were placed. Now God did not sit upon the Ark, the Law, but upon the Mercy Seat.  

Thank God for that. 

 And this man, he will not be healed by the Law because the Law doesn’t heal; it 

just shows you where you are at. But Jesus can and does bring healing to our lives and I 

think that is part of the picture the Lord is painting for us here in this story.  
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 Again, scholars did not think this pool existed until archaeologist found it forty 

feet below ground, complete with five porches! This Pool was discovered in the 

nineteenth century. And yet again, archaeology confirms that the Bible talks about real 

people and real places. 

 
Pool of Bethesda 

 

11.  BIBLE NAMES 

 I am going to conclude this morning by looking at some very ancient names that 

are recorded in the Bible and show you that they are also mentioned outside the Bible. 

Again, this is important because it shows how accurate the Bible is when you find these 

Biblical names in outside sources.  

As we will see in a minute here, many of the names are found in the Mari text. 

Mari was an ancient city in Syria situated at the modern locality of Tell Hariri, on the 

western bank of the Euphrates River. It flourished from 2900 B. C. until 1759 B. C., 

when it was sacked by Hammurabi. Abraham himself is thought to have passed through 

Mari on his way from Ur to Harran. Mari was discovered in 1933 on the eastern flank of 

Syria, near the Iraqi border. 

➢ Abraham: The name Abraham has been found in Babylonian texts of the 

sixteenth century and multiple times in the Mari texts. 

 

➢ Benjamin: The name Benjamin is found in the Mari texts. 
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➢ Jacob: The name Jacob has been found in an eighteenth century text from 

Chagar-bazar in Upper Mesopotamia, identifying a person by that name. In a list 

of Thutmose III it designates a place in Palestine by that name. It is also the name 

of a Hyksos chief. 

 

➢ Nahor: The name Nahor, Abraham’s brother, has been found in the Mari texts 

when referring to a city by that name. 

 

➢ Other Patriarchal Names Found: In the Mari texts the names Gad, Dan, Levi, 

and Ishmael are all found. Assyrian texts refer to cities with the names Terah and 

Serug, Abraham’s father and great-grandfather. There are names also found in the 

Ebla tablets for Israel and Ishmael. 

 

 

Now here’s the thing we need to keep in mind. We are not sure that these texts 

refer to a specific Biblical person or place, they may but we can’t say with 100% 

accuracy. But what we can say is that they tell us that the names in Genesis were in 

common use at that time. Archaeological evidence of these names found at the time of 

the patriarchs affirms the historicity of the Biblical narratives. 

We can spend much more time looking at all the archaeological evidence for the 

Bible but I think you get the point. I want to close this morning with a few quotes from 

scholars and archaeologists regarding what they have found and what this means in 

regards to the Bible. 

Dr. Nelson Glueck, one of the most outstanding Jewish archeologists today, wrote 

in his book, Rivers in the Desert, the following. 
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It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has every 

controverted a Biblical reference. Scores of archaeological findings have been made 

which confirm in clear outline or in exact detail historical statements in the Bible. And by 

the same token, proper evaluation of Biblical descriptions has often led to amazing 

discoveries. They form tesserae (a small square tile of stone or glass used in making 

mosaics) in the vast mosaic of the Bible’s almost incredibly correct historical memory. 

- Dr. Nelson Glueck, Rivers in the Desert, p. 31 

 

 Along the same lines as Dr. Nelson, Glueck, another respected scholar, Dr. J. O 

Kinnaman tells us, “Of the hundreds of thousands of artifacts found by the archeologists, 

not one has ever been discovered that contradicts or denies one word, phrase, clause, or 

sentence of the Bible, but always confirms and verifies the facts of the biblical record.” 

That is an amazing statement that can’t be denied!  

 Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, a well-known language scholar, formerly the professor 

Semitic philology at Princeton Theological Seminary, wrote the following. 

 After forty-five years of scholarly research in biblical textual studies and in 

language study, I have come now to the conviction that no man knows enough to assail 

the truthfulness of the Old Testament. When there is sufficient documentary evidence to 

make an investigation, the statement of the Bible, in the original text, has stood the test. 

- Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, Speaker’s Source Book, p. 391 
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 That is an amazing statement. You see, as much as people try to discredit the 

Bible, archaeology confirms that what is written is historically true. Try to do that with 

another religious book and you will not be able to! 

Sir Frederic Kenyon tells us, “The evidence of archaeology has been to re-

establish the authority of the Old Testament, and likewise to augment its value by 

rendering it more intelligible through a fuller knowledge of its background and setting.”  

Then there is William F. Albright, a renowned archaeologist who wrote, “The 

excessive skepticism shown toward the Bible by important historical schools of the 18th 

and 19th centuries, certain phases which still appear periodically, has been progressively 

discredited. Discovery after discovery has established the accuracy of innumerable 

details, and has brought increased recognition to the value of the Bible as a source of 

history.” 

We see Millar Burrows of Yale who tells us, “On the whole, archaeological work 

has unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of the scriptural record.”  
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 Here’s the thing that I want to drive home to you this morning. We have no 

reason to fear, none at all, archaeology. In fact, archaeology, this science, has done more 

to authenticate our scriptures than any other. Thus we encourage the secular 

archaeologists to dig, for as they dig we know they will only come closer to that which 

our scriptures have long considered to be the truth, and give us reason to claim that 

indeed our Bible has the right to claim true authority as the only historically verified 

Word of God. This is why so many eminent archaeologists are standing purposefully 

behind the Biblical accounts. May we listen to what they are saying so that our faith may 

be strengthened!  And many skeptics and unbelievers have come to the faith as they have 

searched out the Scriptures and made their digs!   

 Yes, the Bible does not need anything to prove itself, but what a joy it is to see 

what we find as we dig through the past is evidence to support what the Bible is telling 

us. Thus, as I said early this morning, and as Jude reminds us, “Beloved, while I was 

very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary 

to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 

all delivered to the saints.” Jude 3. May we earnestly contend for the faith that has been 

entrusted to us by God, it is that important in the days we are living in!  

 

 

 

 

 

 


