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EXODUS 
 
 
 
 
 Please turn in your Bibles this evening to Exodus chapter 17 as we continue our 

study through the Word of God.  In our studies we have seen God deliver the children of 

Israel from their bondage in Egypt. He brought them through the depths of the Red Sea, 

destroying the Egyptian army. He provided water for them, meat for them, and bread for 

them! And as we have seen, God brought these trials into their lives not to destroy their 

faith but to test their faith, to show them what was in their heart and help them to grow, to 

mature in the Lord! 

 This evening we will see the children of Israel on their journey to Mount Sinai, 

the mountain of God, also known as Mount Horeb as they are on their journey to the 

Promise Land.  And along the way more trials will come their way to test their faith. 

With that said, let’s begin reading in Exodus chapter 17, starting in verse 1 and see what 

the Lord has for us as we study His Word. 
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EXODUS 17 

 

VERSES 1-4 

1.  This is interesting to me. Was Israel doing what the Lord commanded them to do?  

Absolutely, in fact He was the one leading them and they were just following Him.  Now, 

for some Christians, they would look at this and say that they must have been outside of 

God’s will for their lives, there must be sin in their lives because they have no water to 

drink, it is a difficult situation.  And folks, they would be wrong! You see, it is possible 

and probable that you can be in the center of God’s will for your life and experience 

tough times!  Satan will use this to tempt you and the Lord will use it to test you, to test 

your faith! Don’t let Satan tempt you away from the Lord but let the trial draw you closer 

to Him! 

 

2.  The children of Israel were camped in Rephidim, which means “beds” or “place of 

rest.” But instead of resting in the Lord they became anxious and blamed Moses for 

bringing them out of Egypt to die in the wilderness, in the desert! Moses had it tough, 

don’t you think! Now, let’s not be too hard on them because a lack of water in the desert 

is dangerous and when you need water for 2 to 3 million people, that is a lot of water!  
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But God created this deadly situation, He brought them to this place and don’t 

you think the Lord who created the heavens and the earth, created something out of 

nothing, can bring forth water? Of course He can. But the children of Israel are so mad at 

Moses that Moses is fearing for his life, thinking that they might stone him!  But instead 

of complaining to Moses and being mad at him, they should have brought their concerns 

before the Lord because He alone can bring forth those life sustaining waters in the 

middle of a desert! And Moses does bring his requests before the Lord, the right thing to 

do. 

 

3.  For us as Christians, we do the same thing and instead of resting in the Lord over a 

difficult situation, we become anxious, fearful, angry and-so-on.  Paul, in Philippians 4:6-

9 tells us what we are to do. He wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 

whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 

whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue 

and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things. The things which 

you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace 

will be with you.”   
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 In other words, give it to the Lord, don’t take it out on others and then just rest in 

Him.  You see, as you let His peace fill your life, a peace that is not of this world, it 

passes all our human understanding how we can be at peace in the midst of this storm, 

you can rest. Not only that, but He will guard your heart or your emotions, He will guard 

your mind or your thoughts. Instead of being anxious, fill yourself up with the things of 

God, not the things of this world and it is then you will find your Rephidim, you place of 

rest – THE LORD! 

 

VERSES 5-6 

1.  How important it is to have godly leadership in difficult situations. God wants Moses 

to lead the people, to take the elders of Israel with Him and let them see faith in action so 

that they may grow.  If the leaders are in turmoil, if they are fearful, if they are running 

for their lives, what do you think the people will do? They will do the same! Now please 

understand that from a human perspective this plan made no sense. Take your rod; strike 

the rock and water will flow from it, but God instructed Moses to do this and men of faith 

will walk as Moses did, being obedient to the Lord! 

 

VERSE 7 

1.  When you look at the faith of the children of Israel it was immature, it was like a 

spiritual roller coaster for them. You know how it goes. Things are going well, they are 

on a high, a mountain top experience and then something changes, things get bad, they 

get difficult and down, down they go. Folks, God wants us to trust in Him in all things 

and not contend with Him or tempt Him for He is with us, He is for us!   
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It is as Paul said in Romans 8:31-39, “What then shall we say to these things? 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 

condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the 

right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: ‘For Your sake we are killed all day 

long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.’ Yet in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 

2.  How did God cause water to come from a rock?  Some say it was an artesian spring 

that burst forth when Moses struck the rock. Folks, it is a miracle, God did it and I 

believe it, I don’t have to figure out how He did it! 
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3.  Paul picks up on this in I Corinthians 10:4 as he said, “and all drank the same 

spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 

Rock was Christ.”  The Amplified Bible puts it like this, “And they all drank the same 

spiritual (supernaturally given) drink. For they drank from a spiritual Rock which 

followed them [produced by the sole power of God Himself without natural 

instrumentality], and the Rock was Christ. [Ex 17:6; Num 20:11.]”   

Not only did God provide food for them in a supernatural way, but He also 

provided water to sustain them in their journey.  For us today, Jesus is the living water 

that refreshes our souls.  In John chapter 4, as Jesus encounters the woman of Samaria at 

the well we are told, “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, 

and who it is who says to you, “Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and 

He would have given you living water.’  The woman said to Him, ‘Sir, You have 

nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living 

water?  Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank 

from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?’  Jesus answered and said to 

her, ‘Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water 

that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become 

in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.’”  Also, in John 7:37-39 

we are told, “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, 

saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as 

the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’  But this He 

spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the 

Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” 
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            Paul tells us that this Rock in the wilderness that provided water for them to drink 

followed them wherever they would go.  Paul is picking up on a rabbinical tradition that 

says this very thing, that this Rock that had water flow from it followed them throughout 

their journey, and Paul tells us that the Rock that sustained them and us is CHRIST!  You 

see, that same Rock, Jesus Christ sustains us with refreshing, life-giving water through 

His Spirit. Now, if we do not take in this life-sustaining water we will drop out of the 

race, become dried up, and disqualified for service!   

 

VERSES 8-11 

1.  The Amalekites were nomads of the desert and they were descendants of Esau through 

Eliphaz, according to Genesis 36:12. Now they were not very nice as we are told in 

Deuteronomy 25:17-18, “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were 

coming out of Egypt, how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all 

the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not fear 

God.”  They went after the weak, the old, and the tired! 

And so they attacked the children of Israel as they were resting in Rephidim and 

Moses tells Joshua to gather some men and go out and fight against this enemy. 

Meanwhile, Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill to watch this battle in 

the valley and as Moses lifted his hands in the air the children of Israel began to win the 

battle.  And as he let down his hands, the Amalekites began to win. What is this all 

about? I believe it is a picture of prayer and how there are those who are in the midst of 

the battle and then there are those who are prayer warriors praying for the victory!  Both 

are important. 
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2.  In the Scriptures the Amalekites are a type of the flesh.  Thus, when we are tired, 

when we are alone, that flesh likes to resurrect itself to destroy us! Our only victory over 

this enemy is prayer and our Joshua, our Jeshua, our Jesus will give us the victory for His 

name means YAHWEH IS SALVATION! Thus, crucify the flesh, never give up, and 

never distance yourself from Jesus! 

 

VERSES 12-13 

1.  Where was this battle won, in the valley with Joshua and his men or on the hill with 

Moses and his men?  I truly believe that the victory was won through prayer and all 

Joshua was doing was walking in faith and God would give him the victory.  Yes, it was 

a battle, but prayer assured them of this victory! 

 

2.  And how important it is to have others support you in prayer, to come alongside and 

lift you up, encourage you, be that right hand man. I am thankful that many of you are 

praying for the leadership of this church and for me. We can’t do it on our own, and God 

does not want us to. Yes, we must trust in Him first and foremost, but then, with the help 

of others, lift up your prayers to the Lord and walk by faith! Crucify the flesh!  In Luke 

18:1 we are told, “Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray 

and not lose heart.”  Also, in I Timothy 2:8 we are told, “I desire therefore that the 

men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.” And The 

Amplified Bible puts this verse like this, “I desire therefore that in every place men 

should pray, without anger or quarreling or resentment or doubt [in their minds], 

lifting up holy hands.”  Don’t go into battle without prayer! 
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VERSES 14-16 

1.  As I have said, the Amalekites are a type of the flesh and the Lord said He is going to 

blot out the Amalekites, but then in verse 16 He says, “ . . . ‘Because the Lord has 

sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.’”  You 

see, the battle with the flesh will continue from generation to generation and we can attest 

to that fact. It will continue on until we go to be with the Lord, and then, ultimately in the 

New Heaven and the New Earth there will be no remembrance of Amalek, the flesh.  

Thus, we still must do battle with it as Paul said in Galatians 5:17, “For the flesh lusts 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one 

another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”  But folks, don’t forget 

“The-Lord-Is-My-Banner.”  In other words, we can have the victory in the Lord as we 

walk in the Spirit and thus, we will not leave any room for the flesh to resurrect itself!  

 

EXODUS 18 

 

VERSES 1-6 

1.  If you remember back in Exodus chapter 4, Moses sent his wife and two children back 

home and he continued on towards Egypt. Now they are re-united at the Mountain of God 

as Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law brings his family back to him. 
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VERSES 7-12 

1.  Can you imagine the stories Moses had for Jethro, all that God had done to deliver the 

children of Israel and to bring them to this place. And as Jethro heard all that God had 

done it caused him to worship the Lord!  Folks, every day should be a day filled with 

worship unto the Lord for all He has done, is doing and will do in our lives! 

 

VERSES 13-16 

1.  Again, can you imagine all the disputes, all the questions over various situations and 

all these people all coming to Moses for answers and he is able to answer them but the 

time it took.  I thought I was busy!  Yes, it needed to be done, but, as you can imagine, 

Moses couldn’t do it all by himself. It would not be good for him and it would not be 

good for the people because who knows how long it would take for Moses to hear their 

case! 

 

VERSES 17-23 

1.  Jethro gives Moses some wise instructions – he needed to delegate the work.  For 

Moses, he was to “stand before God for the people” or he was to be praying for them.  

Not only that, he was to “teach them the statutes and the laws” or he needed to teach 

them the Words of God.  You see, if the people know the Word of God, many of the 

disputes, many of the problems, many of the questions they would be able to answer 

themselves!   
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2.  But there would still be disputes and thus, he needed to find men, and not just 

anybody, but godly men. It is as Paul told Timothy, “And the things that you have 

heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be 

able to teach others also.”  Timothy was to train up men for the work of the ministry 

and that was what Moses was going to be doing.  But what are the qualifications for this 

work?  Listen carefully because they still apply today: 

• Men of ability – able men: This speaks of men that have wisdom, discernment, 
good judgment. You see, how can you lead without these things and yet some try 
and it doesn’t work.  Jude tells us, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, And to present you faultless Before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, 
Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.”  Jude 24-25.  Folks, we 
are only able through Christ, He is the one that supplies us with what we need! 

 
• Men of godliness – such as fear God: Without the fear of God you will not be able 

to serve man. Paul put it like this in Ephesians 5:18-21, “And do not be drunk 
with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another 
in the fear of God.” 

 
• Men of God’s Word – men of truth: If you don’t have the truth of God how can 

you minister to others? What are you going to give them except the wisdom that 
is of this world.  Jesus said in John 17:17, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth.”   

 
• Men of honor – hating covetousness: if you are doing it for money, for fame, or 

whatever, then don’t do it. Do it because the love of Christ constrains you and you 
have a deep love for people and you want to bring them to Jesus or into a deeper 
relationship with the Lord.  Paul put it like this in Hebrews 13:5-6, “Let your 
conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. 
For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we may 
boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to 
me?’”   
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These men were to be in charge and if it is a difficult situation, then Moses would  

handle it. Folks, God has not lowered His standards for leadership. You can find the 

qualifications for leadership in I Timothy chapter 3, and Titus chapter 1 and you can 

check out our study notes on this subject on our web page, we don’t have the time to go 

through each one in detail. But keep in mind that having money, having fancy degrees, 

knowing certain people in high places doesn’t make you qualified for leadership.  It 

didn’t back then and it still doesn’t today.   

 A great example of this, of delegating the work is given to us in Acts 6:1-7, where 

we are told, “Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, 

there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows 

were neglected in the daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the multitude of 

the disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and 

serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good 

reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 

business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the 

word.’ And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man 

full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 

and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when 

they had prayed, they laid hands on them. Then the word of God spread, and the 

number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 

priests were obedient to the faith.” What a great lesson this is but keep in mind that 

they did not just pick people to fill a position, but they looked for men that were filled 

with faith and the Holy Spirit!  
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VERSES 24-27 

1.  Moses listened to the counsel of Jethro and it truly was a blessing not only to Moses, 

not only to the men that God raised up, but also to the people. I like the way D. L. Moody 

put it when he said, “It is better to set a hundred men to work than to do the work of a 

hundred men.” 

 

2.  Were some of these men in higher positions than others? Absolutely but God is not 

looking at the position but at the faithfulness that each man or woman is doing in the 

work that God has called them.  We all have a roll to play in the body of Christ and thus, 

may we be faithful in the work that we do and allow God to bring forth the fruit. 

 

3.  As this chapter closes, Jethro heads back to his home in Midian and Moses, his family 

and the children of Israel remain at the mountain of God. 
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EXODUS 19 

 

VERSES 1-2 

1.  Here we see the fulfillment of what God had said before the children of Israel were 

delivered from their bondage in Egypt, even before Moses went down to Egypt!  In 

Exodus 3:12 we are told, “So He said, ‘I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a 

sign to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, 

you shall serve God on this mountain.’”  Now they are there at Mount Sinai just as God 

had promised them.  This encounter that Moses had on this mountain, the burning bush 

where God spoke to Moses, they are back and they are in the wilderness of Sinai. 

 

2.  Now the traditional site of Mount Sinai is between the Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of 

Aqaba, in the lower portion or southern portion of the Sinai Peninsula in a place called 

Jebel Musa. But, as we have seen in our studies, the children of Israel did not cross the 

Gulf of Suez but the Gulf of Aqaba, which would put them in Arabia, which I believe is 

where Mount Sinai is located.  In fact, Paul makes that point in Galatians 4:25 when he 

said, “for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia . . .” I think that makes it clear where 

Mount Sinai is located! 
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 Now some believe that the Biblical Mount Sinai is known as Jebel El Lawz. This 

mountain encircles an area of over 5,000 acres and it could accommodate the millions of 

people that had gathered there.  Ron Wyatt is one who believes this and he found that the 

top of the mountain is blackened, as if charred. It does seem to fit what Exodus 19:18 

tells us, “Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended 

upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 

mountain quaked greatly.”  And folks, this is not volcanic rock, but it is granite rock. 

Thus, this smoke and thunderings were not from a volcano but from the Lord!  Now can I 

say with 100% accuracy that this is the location?  Obviously not, but this I do know. That 

there is a Mount Sinai where God met with the children of Israel. This did take place! 

 

3.  Keep in mind that they spent some 11 months at Mount Sinai according to Numbers 

10:11. And this period of time is covered in some 57 chapters of the Scriptures. Thus, it is 

important for us to learn the lessons God was showing the children of Israel and is 

showing us! 

 

VERSES 3-6 

1.  Moses is to come before the Lord and as he does the Lord tells him what he is to say 

to “the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel.”  Why does He use Jacob and 

Israel here?  I believe it is because that is how they lived on this spiritual roller coaster. 

Sometimes they were Jacob, deceiver and schemers and sometimes they were Israel, 

governed by God.  May we live our lives like Israel, governed by God as we walk with 

the Lord! 
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2.  God’s desire for them was to remember how God delivered them to help them in 

future trials. They will be His special treasure above all the people of this world.  He 

wanted to use them in a special way just as the Lord wants to do with us. It is as Paul said 

in Ephesians 1:17-19, “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the 

eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 

of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 

what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to 

the working of His mighty power.”   

 They were to be priests or represent God to the people of this world just as the 

Lord wants us to be and do. In Revelation 1:6 we are told, “and has made us kings and 

priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.”   

 He wants them to be a holy nation, set apart from the rest of the world just as the 

Lord desires of us. Peter tells us in I Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 

praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”   

 The key is faithfulness, obeying the Lord and see what God can do in us and 

through us for His glory.  For the nation of Israel, God’s destiny for them would not be 

fulfilled because of disobedience but God is not done with them yet, for they are His 

people! 
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VERSES 7-9 

1.  How quickly they were willing to respond to the call of God upon their life without 

considering the cost. And thus, as soon as conflict came, as soon as it did not fit their 

lifestyle, what they wanted to do, they broke the vow they made.  How often do we do 

that? We hear a message, we come back from a retreat and we are fired up to change our 

lives and then we get home and it never comes to pass, why?  Because apart from 

surrendering to the Lord and obeying Him we will fail! It is as D. L. Moody said, “‘All 

that the Lord has spoken we will do.’ Bold and self-confident language. The golden calf, 

the broken tablets, the neglected ordinances, the stoned messengers, the rejected and 

crucified Christ, are overwhelming evidences of man’s dishonored vows.” 

 

VERSES 10-13 

1.  Before they could approach God they had to be cleansed and even then they could not 

approach a holy and righteous God.  Folks, before we can appear before God we too need 

to be cleansed and the only way that can happen is by receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior 

of your life.  It is then that all of our sins are cast as far as the east is from the west to be 

remembered no more! It is as Paul tells us in Hebrews 4:14-16, “Seeing then that we 

have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 

let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”   
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 Then, after we are saved, we must then have that daily cleansing to remove that 

filth that we pick up during the day as we are in the world. David said in Psalm 119:9, 

“How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.”  

Paul tells us in Ephesians 5:26, “that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 

washing of water by the word.”  And Jesus tells us in John 15:3, “You are already 

clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.” In other words, be in the 

Word of God and allow God’s Spirit to cleanse you on a daily basis, not for 

SALVATION but for SANCTIFICATION! 

 

VERSES 14-19 

1.  What a sight this must have been and yes, the people trembled as they stood before the 

Lord for He is holy and righteous and man is not. And they knew that they were not a 

perfect people and they must have been wondering if this was the end for them. They 

truly had a fear of God and rightly so but they also needed to understand that He loved 

them and was going to fulfill His promise to them, they would come into the Promise 

Land! 
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VERSE 20 

1.  Moses was at least 80 years old at this point and he must have been in good shape. Up 

the mountain to speak with God, then back down to tell the people, and back up and back 

down, not an easy task, it was a mountain! And keep in mind that the people are fearful, 

so how come Moses ventured forward? I believe that he trusted the Words of God and He 

understood that God was a loving God and had what was best for their lives and thus, he 

walked by faith! You see, it is safe to walk in obedience to the Lord; trouble comes when 

we are walking in disobedience! 

 

VERSES 21-25 

1.  In other words, you can’t approach God any way you want!  In John chapter 4 Jesus is 

speaking to a woman of Samaria by a well, Jacob’s well, and we are told starting in verse 

20, “‘Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem 

is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe Me, the 

hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship 

the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for 

salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such 

to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 

and truth.’”  John 4:20-24. That is exactly what Jesus is telling us, what He was telling 

the children of Israel, that we can’t approach Him anyway that we want!  We first must 

worship Him in Spirit, we must be saved and then we must worship Him in truth, 

according to the Word of God and not outside the Word of God! 
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2.  Chadwick made this comment regarding the thundering and fire and trembling on 

Mount Sinai, “Awe is one thing: submission of the will is another.”  In other words, be 

obedient to what the Lord is saying and don’t just stand there with your mouth wide 

open! 

 

3.  As awesome as this mountain of God was, Paul tells us in Hebrews 12:18-24 that we 

come to a different mountain. He wrote, “For you have not come to the mountain that 

may be touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and 

tempest, and the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who heard 

it begged that the word should not be spoken to them anymore. (For they could not 

endure what was commanded: ‘And if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it 

shall be stoned or shot with an arrow.’ And so terrifying was the sight that Moses 

said, ‘I am exceedingly afraid and trembling.’) But you have come to Mount Zion 

and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable 

company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are 

registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that 

speaks better things than that of Abel.”   
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 Folks, our relationship with God, our salvation is not based on Mount Sinai but it 

is centered on Mount Zion – CALVARY! Look at how they compare and they really 

don’t: 

•        Sinai speaks of fear and terror, but Zion speaks of love and forgiveness. 

•        Sinai is in a dry desert, but Zion is the city of the Living God. 

•        Sinai, with all its fear and power is earthly; but the Mount Zion we come to is 
heavenly and spiritual. 

•        At Sinai, only Moses could come and meet God; at Zion, there is an 
innumerable company, a general assembly. 

•        Sinai had guilty men in fear, but Zion has just men made perfect. 

•        At Sinai, Moses is the mediator, but at Zion, Jesus the mediator. 

•        Sinai put forth an Old covenant, ratified by the blood of animals; Zion has a 
New Covenant, ratified by the blood of God's precious Son. 

•        Sinai was all about barriers and exclusion; Zion is all about invitation. 

•        Sinai is all about Law, Zion is all about grace. 
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 Paul speaks of this conflict that is going on between the Law and Grace and how 

they cannot coexist together. In Galatians 4:21-31 we are told, “Tell me, you who desire 

to be under the law, do you not hear the law? For it is written that Abraham had 

two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of 

the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through 

promise, which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from 

Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar — for this Hagar is 

Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in 

bondage with her children — but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of 

us all. For it is written: ‘Rejoice, O barren, You who do not bear! Break forth and 

shout, You who are not in labor! For the desolate has many more children Than she 

who has a husband.’  Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But, 

as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born 

according to the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? 

‘Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be 

heir with the son of the freewoman.’ So then, brethren, we are not children of the 

bondwoman but of the free.”  We are under Grace and not the Law for our salvation 

because the Law can’t save only Grace can!  
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4.  Let me close this evening with these words from Clarke.  He wrote: 

"Reader, art thou still under the influence and condemning power of that fiery law 

which proceeded from his right hand? Art though yet afar off? Remember, thou canst 

only come nigh by the blood of sprinkling; and till justified by his blood, thou are under 

the curse. Consider the terrible majesty of God. If thou have his favour thou hast life; if 

his frown, death. Be instantly reconciled to God, for though thou hast deeply sinned, and 

he is just, yet he is the justifier of him that believeth in Christ Jesus. Believe on him, 

receive his salvation OBEY his voice indeed, and KEEP his covenant, and THEN shalt 

thou be a king and a priest unto God and the Lamb, and be finally saved with all the 

power of an endless life. Amen." 
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Mr. Wyatt is the original modern-day discoverer 
of the real Mount Sinai.  The upper 200 feet of Jebel 
el Lawz is burned black, as we have seen in previous 
photos above.  The Saudi Government will confiscate 
any photographs of the mountain and will not allow 
any tourists into the country, but U.S. Government 
satellite photos and a few private photos smuggled 
out of the country reveal the secret mountain by its 
unique blackened peak.  Unlike the traditional site, 
there are thousands of acres in which to encamp at 
the base of this mountain, while clearly being visible 
from the mountaintop. 


